Unit Overview:  Family Guide
Unit 3:  Antebellum Era through Reconstruction, Grade 8
What is the goal of this unit?

· Your child will read, view, and discuss a variety of sources to respond to the following claim and unit assessment.
· Your child will consider the legacy of conflict and resolution on a state’s identity by exploring Louisiana’s development from the antebellum era through the aftermath of the Civil War.
Unit Claim:  What is the legacy of conflict and resolution on a state’s identity?

Unit Assessment:  Students demonstrate mastery of the content by engaging in a Socratic seminar (a discussion strategy in which students lead a discussion about complex texts, to compare and contrast ideas, and to allow for students to refine their thinking about texts and formulate new ideas about texts based on the ideas of others) in response to the Unit Claim question (see above).  Students will use evidence gathered from the unit and their knowledge of social studies to develop and support their answers.  
*Students will consider:

- the plantation system and its effects on Louisiana

- how the cotton gin led to conflict in Louisiana


- how the steamboat revolutionized Louisiana and especially New Orleans


- why Louisiana seceded from the Union


- the effects of secession on Louisiana’s legacy


- how the Civil War led to conflict in Louisiana


- how Reconstruction period attempted to resolve racial problems in Louisiana


- how Reconstruction helped perpetuate racial problems in Louisiana

What topics and tasks will your child engage in to respond to the unit claim and unit assessment?

· Topic 1:  Antebellum Period
· Antebellum Period
· Topic 2:  Civil War in Louisiana

· Louisiana’s Decision to Secede 
· Civil War in Louisiana

· Topic 3:  Reconstruction

· Reconstruction
