



Livingston County Curriculum Document

	SUBJECT:                     Social Studies                                                                                                  Grade:  8

	Big Idea:  Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, communication) connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a global society. Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and divide them.
Academic Expectations:
2.16
Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many diverse ethnic and cultural groups of our nation and world.

	Duration
(amount of time)
	Core Content

4.1 (DOK)
	Program of Studies (POS)
Skills and Concepts
	Essential Questions
	Critical Vocabulary
	Introduced (I)
Reinforced ( R)

Mastered (M)
	Assessments
(Include dates for GRADE, GMADE and Thinklink testing


	Resources
(Include  field trips and books required to be read)

	 August

	SS-08-2.1.1

Students will explain how elements of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, beliefs, literature) defined specific groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction and resulted in unique perspectives. 

DOK 2
	SS-8-CS-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, draw, write, sing, create) of the nature of culture by exploring cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, customs/traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of diverse groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction and explain how culture served to define specific groups and resulted in unique perspectives

SS-8-CS-S-5
Students will compare examples of cultural elements of today to those in the United States prior to Reconstruction, using information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., media, literature, interviews, observations, documentaries, artifacts)
	How does culture define specific groups in the US?


	Literature, language, reconstruction, perspective, culture, arts, customs, beliefs
	I,R,M
	Re-enactments, ORQ, unit test
	Primary sources, text

	August-May

	SS-08-2.2.1

Students will compare how cultures (United States prior to Reconstruction) developed social institutions (family, religion, education, government, economy) to respond to human needs, structure society and influence behavior.
	SS-8-CS-S-2
Students will investigate social institutions (e.g., family, religion, education, government, economy) in relation to how they responded to human needs, structured society and influenced behavior in the United States prior to Reconstruction
	 What are the advantages and disadvantages of belonging to social institutions?  


	Social institution, society, behavior
	R
	Current event and social changes activities, ORQ, unit test
	Text, KCCT coach 

	Aug-May

	SS-08-2.3.1

Students will explain how conflict and competition (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) occurred among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction.

DOK 2

	SS-8-CS-S-3
Students will explain how communications between groups were influenced by cultural differences; explain how interactions influenced conflict and competition (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction

SS-8-CS-S-4
Students will describe conflicts between individuals or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation were possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction
	How did social interaction lead to conflict in the US before the Civil War?

What types of conflicts existed between the North and the South before the Civil War?
	Conflict and competition, political, economic, religious, ethnic, reconstruction
	I,R,M
	Compare/contrast activity (Civil War and North/South), unit test
	Text, overheads, computer lab research

	Aug.-May
	SS-08-2.3.2

Students will explain how compromise and cooperation were possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction. 

DOK 2
	SS-8-CS-S-3
Students will explain how communications between groups were influenced by cultural differences; explain how interactions influenced conflict and competition (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction

SS-8-CS-S-4
Students will describe conflicts between individuals or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation were possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction
	How was compromise used to resolve conflict in the US prior to Reconstruction?
	Compromise, cooperation, resolve
	I,R,M
	Tests, quizzes
	text


