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           Our Lady of              the Holy Rosary


Dear Parents,









August 2015
It is time to update medical and registration records for your children for CCD for the 2015-2016 school year at Holy Rosary.  Wednesday night religious education classes from 7-8 p.m. for grades 1-12   will begin September 9, 2015. Please note the new time of 7-8p.m. Holy Rosary Youth Group will follow for all high school students.  
Please find the enclosed papers for registration and schedules. Completed forms and fees can be sent or brought to the parish office or put in the Sunday collection basket in a clearly marked envelope. If at all possible, please return all forms before September 9th, so teachers can plan for the appropriate number of students. 
We will keep you informed of any schedule changes, upcoming activities or special events by sending home notes with the children. Occasionally you may receive an email or text through Flock note.
Mass  -  Opening Mass for all CCD students and families will be on September 16th.  On evenings when CCD students go to Mass, all 1st through 8th grade students are to be in their classrooms by 7 pm so teachers can take attendance. Students will attend Mass with their class, however parents are always welcome to sit with their child and class in order to assist students during Mass. High school students should gather near the back of the church and sit directly behind the 1st – 8th grade students in church. All parents should  attend Mass when CCD children are going to Mass. Children may be dismissed directly after Mass as long as the parent makes sure the Catechist knows that the parent is taking the child home. 
All children are also expected to attend weekly Sunday Mass.  As Catholics, Mass is the most important part of our week. Mass attendance is more important than any sport, activity or CCD class itself.  At Mass we gather as a community to worship God, we are forgiven of minor sins, we hear God’s Word, and most importantly we receive Christ in the Eucharist.  The children will learn of the importance of Mass and worshipping God throughout the year so Mass needs to be a part of their weekly life in order for CCD classes to make sense. Holy Rosary Sunday Mass times are Saturday 4:30pm and Sunday 8am and 11am. Mass at St. Patrick Glynnwood is 9:30a.m. Please check masstimes.org for Mass times of the surrounding parishes if these times do not work for your family.  Beginning in October through May our 2nd grade CCD students will take up the offertory on the 1st Sunday of the month during the 11a.m. Mass. Students in other grades will be assigned to other Mass times throughout the year. Watch for updates.
Class Times - On most evenings, Grades 1-8 will meet on Wednesday night from 7-8p.m. in the school. High school students will meet in the rectory basement from 7-8p.m. Please see the attached schedule for special activities and time changes.  High school Holy Rosary Youth Group (HRYG) will immediately follow CCD until 9pm. 
Safety- Please do not bring your child to the school before 6:45p.m., as we are not able to provide child care before that time.  Children are welcome to play on the “big toy” outside with your supervision.  Parents need to bring in and pick up grade school children directly at their classrooms.  Dismissal for grades 1-8 is at 8p.m. Please arrive promptly at 8p.m.for dismissal. 
Absences   If your child is ill or will miss a class, please call the parish office at 419-300-1045. After 2:00p.m. on the day of CCD, please call the school office at 419-394-5291and leave a message.  If you have not contacted the office to inform us of your child’s absence, CCD Office volunteers are required on behalf of Holy Rosary CCD to call you to confirm your child’s absence for the safety of your child.
Cancellations  If school is cancelled due to fog, there will be CCD classes in the evening.

If school is cancelled due to inclement weather, CCD classes are also cancelled.  In case of late weather changes, listen to WLIO for announcements, or log on to www.wlio.com. We will also send a Flocknote. Please make sure we have your correct cell phone since this is the number we use for Flocknote.
Sunday School Children ages 3-5 and/or Public School Kindergarten children will meet every other week on Sunday mornings during 11a.m.Mass beginning September 13th.  Please call the parish office, check our website or the entrances of church for Sunday school schedules and registration forms. This year the 3 year olds group will meet in the school while the 4, 5 and Kindergarten students will begin in church at the 11a.m. Mass with their parents and then be dismissed from Sunday Mass beginning September 13th.
Curriculum, Progress Reports and Prayers Students in grades 1-8 follow the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Graded Course of Study. In order to help the children grow closer to Christ, prayer is a vital part of our curriculum.  Students will be taught many forms of prayer and will be expected to learn some of the basic traditional Catholic prayers. Specific prayer expectations for each grade level will be brought home on September 9th. Prayers have the most meaning and the children are most successful in learning these prayers, when they are prayed together at home on a regular basis. All students from Preschool through 7th grade will use Gospel Weeklies. Each week the students will review the upcoming Sunday Gospel and the Church teachings will be based on that gospel theme. Each week the children will bring home their hand out so the entire family can review the upcoming Sunday Gospel. Grade 8 will use Ascension Press Chosen, Grades 9 will be using Decision Point from Dynamic Catholic along with Theology of the Body for Teens, Grades 10-12 will begin with Altaration which is an in depth study on the Mass as well as T3 Bible Study and Catholic apologetics. 
Special Needs If your child has an IEP in the school classroom during the school day, please attach a note to the registration form telling the Catechist how he/she can best help your child learn and include some strategies to assist your child during CCD.  We want your child and everyone involved in CCD to have a very positive experience. You will be asked to assist your child if we are not able to meet your child’s needs.
Classroom Behavior/ Dress Code All Catechists are volunteers and have been very generous in giving their time to share and teach the Catholic faith to your children and help bring them closer to Jesus Christ. We want to provide an engaging atmosphere of learning. Please discuss with your child the importance of listening, cooperating and participating in class. Parents will be called by the teacher or CRE when deemed necessary if a child is disruptive. Students who are disruptive to the class may be sent to the office and a parent will be asked to accompany them to future classes.  Parental input and suggestions are always appreciated. Parents are welcome to visit your child’s classroom or to help by volunteering. Students are expected to dress as they would for school. T-shirts cannot have any offensive writing and modesty should be respected (no shirts cut down the sides where sports bras are revealed). If outfits are deemed a distraction or inappropriate by a Catechist, priest or CRE, a student will be asked to either turn their shirt inside out or will be given a more appropriate cover-up for class. 
Conquest   Conquest is offered to boys ages 5 and older to help instill virtue, develop leadership skills, put their faith into action, and attend optional camps and retreats throughout the year. For more information call Doug Mielke at 937-710-2614.
CYO Basketball is offered for students in 9th – 12th grade in the winter. Please refer to the registration form if your child is interested in playing CYO. To be eligible for CYO, students must be registered, attend and participate in CCD classes all year (not just during the CYO season) as well as attend Mass every Sunday.
HRYG  Holy Rosary Youth Group is for high school students who want to come for social and spiritual fun in a relaxed atmosphere.  HRYG meets in the rectory basement youth room directly following CCD on Wednesday nights until 9p.m. 
Adult Faith Formation As Baptized Christians we are called to put Christ as the center of our lives.  We are happy to offer adult classes to help parents learn more about our faith in order to grow closer to Christ and to be able to educate others and live out the gospel message.  Various classes are offered throughout the year for adults during CCD time.  Parents are highly encouraged to be a part of the classes. Information on fall classes is available on the website or by calling the parish office.
Volunteer Opportunities  In order for our CCD program to be successful, please volunteer to assist in teaching, office assistance and classroom assistance. Please call the office to volunteer.
Thank you for allowing us to assist you in your child’s faith formation. May this year be filled with many blessings as we grow closer to Christ!               Nan Mielke, CRE       419-300-1045

