Lesson: Analogies

Teacher: Jodi Macauley

Grade: 7th
School: Wilmette Junior High School

Objective: Students will be able to complete analogies by analyzing the relationships being used to compare the words.

Strategies:


• desks & chairs:  Students will indicate their answers by either standing on their chairs or sitting on their desks.  This ensures that each student will try each question without putting individual pressure on the student.  Clear guidelines about safety should be stressed before starting this activity.


• kick me: Named for the “kick me” sign prank, there is NO kicking involved.  Students find answers to blanks on a worksheet by looking at the words that the teacher has put on students’ backs using labels.  This encourages movement in the lesson thus increasing focus, engagement, and retention of information.


• timed writing:  In order to help students tackle timed writing prompts, it should be done frequently and without grading.  Give students a prompt and a short time period such as 5 or 10 minutes to write a creative piece which reflects the day’s lesson. This will give the teacher insight into the students’ understanding and feelings about the concept as well as give him/her a quick check on the students’ writing skills.

Procedure:
1.  With students, fill in the blanks of the analogy definition.

• Analogies: Using the RELATIONSHIPS between words in order to COMPARE them.
2. Share an example and model how to read an analogy.

3. Explain that understanding the relationship of the first two words is the key to figuring out the missing word.

4.  Introduce 10 common relationships.

• specific to general; part to whole; antonyms; where it belongs; purpose; characteristics; synonyms; cause/effect; quantities; symbolism
5.  Using the strategy, desks & chairs, students indicate which relationship is being used in each example.


• sit on your desk if the relationship is in the lower box


• stand on your chair if the relationship is in the upper box

6.  Students should be filling in these relationships on their worksheets.

7.  Go over the rules of “kick me” with the students as you put labels on each of their backs.  Some students may have two and the teacher may also want to wear one.


• Find the answers to your worksheet on the backs of your classmates.


• When you have them all, sit on your desk so that others can still see your label.


• There is no kicking in “kick me”.

8. Review the answers.

9.  Give the students the remaining time to complete the story starter.

• The teacher said, “Begin.”  I looked at the first question on the test: “white: innocence:: yellow:_____________”  Scratching my head, I…
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