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SUMMARY 

Daniel goes through his daily life saving the world from horrible alien creatures and only a few close friends know of his adventures. As a matter of fact, Daniel actually has to hide from the police since they consider him a runaway. His superpower is greater than any magic spells, or part man part spider, he has the power to create. By simply using his mind Daniel can manipulate inanimate objects, people and animals. He can also change into any shape or form that he needs. Daniel is truly a protector of Earth, an Alien Hunter. 
When Daniel was very young his parents, who were also Alien Hunters, were brutally murdered. Now, with the help of a list left to him by his parents, Daniel hunts down the aliens on the list and continues his parent’s mission to protect the earth. 
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Called “The Man Who Can’t Miss” by Time magazine, James Patterson has sold 16 million books in the U.S. and an estimated 170 million worldwide. He has had 5 new hardcover novels debut at #1 on The New York Times bestseller list each year since 2005. Patterson has had 19 consecutive #1 bestselling novels and a total of 46 hardcover fiction bestsellers which gives him a Guinness World Record.  
To see more of Patterson’s accomplishments visit http://www.jamespatterson.com/about_biography.php .

CO-AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Michael Ledwidge was the son of Irish parents, he was born, raised and still lives in the Bronx. He was a doorman in midtown Manhattan, a New York City telephone man and graduated from Manhattan College.  He is married and has two children. 
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

English Language Arts

· The Dangerous Days of Daniel X would make a good science fiction/fantasy thriller movie. Therefore, a teacher would be encouraging reading and responding with a critical eye by using the lesson “You Know the Movie is Coming-Now What?” found at the Read Write Think web site. The lesson requires students to take on the role of director for the movie.  Complete instructional plans are available at the link below.  
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/know-movie-coming-what-854.html 
7th Grade GLE 2 & 9. 8th Grade GLE 2, 3, & 9.
· A 10 day lesson plan (curriculum guide) is available at the web site listed below. The 10 days are broken down into reviewing the reading and writing process, flesh out characters, confirm point of view, plot the action, focus on cohesiveness, focus on language; specific nouns and verbs, focus on language similes, allusions, and more, polish prose, edit and publish. The teacher could choose to do a collaborative teaching unit with the school media specialist for this book. The teacher could also choose certain sections of this lesson plan guide if he/she does not want to spend a full ten days on this one book. 

http://static.ning.com/maximumride/tmm/pdf/DanX_CurricGuide_Interior_HiRes.pdf
6th Grade GLE 4 & 5. 7th Grade GLE 2& 9. 8th Grade GLE 2, 3, & 9.
· A comparison and contrasting of The Dangerous Days of Daniel X to Star Wars would be an interesting assignment for students. For instance, Luke Skywalker and Princess Leia were orphans as is Daniel X and the characters in both books deal with alien life forms. The protagonists in these stories must fight against evil forces and both protagonists have Special Forces or powers. Daniel X does not live on his home planet and Luke Skywalker and his sister are not reared on the same planet by the same family. The similarities and differences could be plotted on Venn Diagrams and compare and contrast either on paper or on the interactive tools available at Read Write Think.  The link below will take students to the student materials page where they can choose a compare and contrast map or a 2 circle Venn Diagram.   
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/venn-diagram-30196.html 
7th Grade GLE 2& 3. 8th Grade GLE 2, 3, & 14.
· Along the same lines the Read Write Think site provides a lesson on studying the characteristics of heroes. Students could be lead in a class analysis and discussion about a comparison of Daniel X and Luke Skywalker as heroes. Then a class lesson could begin regarding heroes all around us listed at the link below.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/heroes-around-171.html 
6th Grade GLE 4. 7th Grade GLE 2. 8th Grade GLE 2.
· The Read Write Think web site offers a lesson plan alternative to the typical book report or essay on a character in a story. The lesson has teachers put students in groups of 3 to 5 students to create character homepage web sites. The Dangerous Days of Daniel X would provide an interesting mix of science fiction story characters to choose from for this project.  The group could choose from Daniel’s make believe friends, alien enemies, people on his home planet, etc. for their character homepage option.  
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/story-character-homepage-50.html 
7th Grade GLE 20. 8th Grade GLE 20.
Music
· The science fiction novel, The Dangerous Days of Daniel X, would be a good book to use for a creative alternative to a traditional book report. The Read Write Think web site provides a lesson plan idea that requires students to create a soundtrack for a novel.  The unusual alien characters and Daniel X’s powers would lend to some very interesting sound effects and music choices for this sound track. The teacher could choose to have students work in cooperative groups or pairings. A rubric could be provided to guide students in completing the requirements for this assignment. A rubric is provided as a link in the student/assessment reflections.

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/musical-note-exploring-reading-861.html   

 Science/English Language Arts 
· An interesting lesson layout is available at Read Write Think. The lesson would involve looking at The Dangerous Days of Daniel X for the possible real science connections written about in this science fiction thriller. The lesson gives a time frame of five 50-minute sessions to complete the activities. Read Write Think provides a link to a definition of science fiction and another link is provided to ALA internet resources concerning science fiction and fantasy.  Overall, this lesson could be used to jump start many other creative ideas to be used with this book. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/finding-science-behind-science-927.html 
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
Source: Louisiana Department of Education
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Could parts of this story be real and why do you think parts of this story could or could not be real? What particular type of fiction would this story be categorized under? 
2. How old was Daniel X when his parents were killed? What did creature did he become to escape the alien assassin?

3. Name some of the aliens that Daniel kills. How does he manage to overpower these aliens? What are some of Daniel’s special powers and abilities?

4. How does Daniel elude authority figures when he needs to leave or be left alone? What special ability helps him produce the illusion of people that are not really there?
5. What do you think is Daniel’s greatest gift not power? Imagination. 

6. How many friends does Daniel have and what are their names? Are Daniels friends real? How do you know his friends are or are not real? 
7. Who is Phoebe and how does Daniel meet her?  Who is she really and how is the worst alien enemy connected to her?  
WEB SITES
James Patterson’s Maximum Read
http://maximumread.com/daniel-x/ 

This site gives summaries of the Daniel X series books and links to educator resources.
Daniel X Curriculum Guide

http://maximumread.com/pdfs/DanX_CurricGuide_Interior_HiRes.pdf 

The Maximum Ride Static site allows access to a seventeen page, 10 day curriculum guide for “Daniel X”.
James Patterson’s Readkiddoread.com

http://www.readkiddoread.com/home
The Read Kiddo Read site is dedicated to making kids readers for life. There are links to a wide variety of books for young readers, broken down by age groups. 
Read Write Think

http://ReadWriteThink.org/ 

A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help students complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 

*Read Write Think Links Listed Below

Finding the Science Behind Science Fiction Lesson Link

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/finding-science-behind-science-927.html 
On A Musical Note Lesson Link
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/musical-note-exploring-reading-861.html
Characteristics of Heroes Lesson Link 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/heroes-around-171.html 

You Know The Movie Is Coming Now What? Link
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/know-movie-coming-what-854.html

Story Character Homepage Link
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/story-character-homepage-50.html 
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