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OPENING DOORS TO PATRIOT SUCCESS

                 



February 25, 2015
WE ARE THE INDEPENDENCE PATRIOTS

· www.BigIBelieve.com
· SCHOOL COLORS: GREEN & GOLD

· SCHOOL MASCOT: PATRIOTS

· SCHOOL HISTORY: BUILT IN 1967

· ATHLETICALLY: SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE 4AA 
· 2,480 Total students

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A FRESHMAN (7:10 – 2:15 School Day)
6:40
Building Opens

6:50
Students report to the MALL area

7:05
Students report 1st Block
7:10
Tardy Bell rings, Morning Announcements, & Instruction begins
2:12
Afternoon Announcements

2:15
Dismissal
· 4 Instructional blocks:  Most classes are on a 4X4 schedule (semester classes)
· Limited A/B Classes:  Few PE and Spanish, JROTC, Orchestra, Band 
· 22 Minute lunch period with 5 Minute class changes

REGISTRATION CARDS
· REVIEW REGISTRATION CARD - Middle School Counselors will give cards to Independence on: 
Mint Hill- March 8th, Northeast- March 15th, Albemarle Road -March 11th

 
All other schools turn cards into your MS front office or drop them off at the Independence front office.
· NO SCHEDULE CHANGES

· HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING GUIDE and 9th GRADE REGISTRATION CARD found at the BIG “I” BELIEVE Website

· 9TH GRADE PROMOTION to the 10th Grade - 6 credits  (1 must be English 1 or Math 1)
SAFETY IS A TOP PRIORITY!

· 100% score on our Safety Audit 2014-15 & 2015-16
· Rights and Responsibilities Handbook is reviewed in classes and students/parents sign stating the book has been read and understood.  An online copy is available for students and parents.
· School Discipline Plan - On the Big “I” Believe Website

· Dress Code Policy – On the Big “I” Believe Website

· Electronics Policy – Cell phones off during instructional time. Cell phones can be used for texting only at lunch in the mall area. 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES

· Students cannot miss more than 10 days per course or they will not receive credit for the course

FRESHMAN ACADEMY - OPENING DOORS TO PATRIOT SUCCESS 
· What is Freshman Academy?  The Academy is a comprehensive freshman transition program for 9th graders. Each freshman is a part of the “Freshman Academy Team”. 
· Why does Independence need a Freshman Academy?  To ensure all freshmen get a successful foundation and make a smooth transition from middle school to high school.
FRESHMAN ACADEMY - Independence Freshman Academy Goals
· To ease and support the transition from 8th grade to 9th grade
· To provide students with a strong foundation to ensure success in 10th, 11th, 12th grades and beyond 
· To build relationships with students through smaller learning communities 
· To enhance the core curriculum to include 100% passing rate of all EOCs taken
· To promote student engagement during the school day 
· To decrease failures, increase attendance, and decrease discipline referrals 
· To increase the number of students passing courses and being promoted to the 9th grade
· To increase parent communication and support in student education
ACADEMY OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

· Application only – Open to all students
· Relevant to the students’ academic ability
· Focus on global studies
· Functions as a "school within a school"

· Emphasizes an integrated curriculum intertwined with global awareness of current issues
· Students develop experiences with other cultures, societies and people of the contemporary world
ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING

· Application only – Open to all students - Application Deadline: Early Decision March 1st  or All Applications due April 8th 
· Relevant to the students’ academic ability - Strong in Math and Science
· Focus on providing work based learning opportunities to bring relevancy and rigor to core subjects
· Functions as a "school within a school"
· Emphasizes an integrated curriculum  through the lens of STEM and environmental sustainability
· Students will also complete a compensated 120 hour internship
· Supported by the National Academy Foundation with a proven model of success...96% nationwide graduation rate.
· Students that successfully complete the program become NAF certified with added benefits such as guaranteed interviews with many Fortune 500 companies (HP, AT&T, JP Morgan Chase, Cisco Systems...to name just a few), priority hiring and potential higher starting salaries.
HIGH SCHOOL VS. MIDDLE SCHOOL
· Supervision in the Age of Technology

· Stay connected

· MONITOR, MONITOR, MONITOR

· Cell phones 

· Computers (Social networking sites)

· Twitter Accounts

COMMUNICATION IS KEY – Power School Parent Portal
· Great tool to stay connected 

· Weekly check-in WITH student

· Recommend on Friday

CAFETERIA PROCEDURES

· Third Block Teachers are assigned one of 5 lunches – A, B, C, D, OR E 

· At the assigned time, a bell rings and the students report to the cafeteria
· Students can go through the cafeteria line or bring their lunch
· Students can eat in one of these designated areas:  Cafeteria, Mall Area, Church Area, outside behind the cafeteria 

TRANSPORTATION - Bus Transportation - 
· How do I get a bus stop?

· What do I do if my child is at an unsafe stop?

· I am moving how do I change my bus stop?

· Riding the bus w/ a friend is no longer permitted
· http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/CMSDEPARTMENTS/TRANSPORTATION/Pages/default.aspx
· 980-343-6715

CAR RIDERS - Carpool Line
· Drop off begins at 6:30 am
· PLEASE BE PATIENT – It will be slow the first few weeks of school

· Drop Off is located at the front sidewalk
· Students will be able to drive on campus when they Juniors

· Students are assigned a numbered parking space at the front of the school
ATHLETICS AND PARTICIPATION 

Baseball, Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, Football, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis, Track, Volleyball, Wrestling, Lacrosse

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENT INVOLVEMENT (go to Big I Believe website for additional information)
To participate students must meet eligibility requirements 

�








