Franklin County Community School Corporation - Brookville, Indiana

Curriculum Map

	Course Title:  E/LA 6
	Quarter:  4
	Academic Year: 2011-2012


Essential Questions for this Quarter: 

	1. Oral communication involves structure and technique.  2. Word choice impacts the effectiveness of an oral presentation.


	Unit/Time Frame
	Standards
	Content
	Skills
	Assessment
	Resources



	Reading Informational Text – 
Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 
Edition - 


Unit 4

Seeing Things His Own Way

Titanic

Saving Grace

Major Taylor: Champion Cyclist

Unit 5

Breaking Through

Money Matters

Let it Shine: Rosa Parks


Unit 6

Leonardo’s Horse

The Walls Can Talk

Breaking into Print


	6.2.1a
6.2.1b

6.2.3a

6.2.3b

6.2.4

CC.6.RI.1.a (6.2.7)

CC.6.RI.1.b (6.2.7)

CC.6.RI.2.a

CC.6.RI.2.b

CC.6.RI.3

CC.6.RI.3.a

CC.6.RI.3.b

CC.6.RI.3.c

CC.6.RI.4.a (6.1.2)

CC.6.RI.4.b (6.1.2)

CC.6.RI.4.c (6.1.2)

    CC.6.RI.5.a

CC.6.RI.5.b

CC.6.RI.6

CC.6.RI.7

CC.6.RI.8.a (6.2.6)

CC.6.RI.8.b (6.2.6)

CC.6.RI.9

CC.6.RI.10




	Vocabulary
Standards and Assessment (ISTEP+) Vocabulary:

Clarity/Clarify: "Most clearly and correctly expresses..." "The best way to write the sentence to make it clear and concise."
Combine: "What is the best way to combine the following sentences?"
Compare and Contrast: "How does one view of the story differ from the other...?" "What is the main difference between the article and the passage?"
Describe: "Which of these sentences describes the theme of the story?" "Which word best describes the actions of the character?"
Explain: "Which sentence best explains the author's purpose?" 
Express: "Which statement best expresses the main idea?" "Choose the sentence that is most clearly expressed?"
Revise: "Which of the following is the best way to revise...?" 
Sequence: "Which sentence best completes the sequence of events?"
Summarize: "Which statement best summarizes the paragraph?"
Supporting Details/Use of Evidence: "Support your response with details from the passage."

emotion, mood, problem-and-solution, tone


	Identify structural features (such as indexes, titles, subtitles, charts, and bylines) of popular media (newspapers, magazines, and online information).
Use structural features of popular media to obtain information.

Identify the relationships between the main ideas of a text, information from multiple sources, and information about related topics.

Clarify the main ideas of a text by identifying their relationships to multiple sources and related topics.

Create outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries, or reports in order to clarify understandings from informational texts.

-- Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.

-- Cite textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn from the text.

-- Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details.

-- Provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

-- Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

-- Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is illustrated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

-- Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

-- Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).

-- Determine the figurative meaning of words and phrases (including similes and metaphors) as they are used in a text.

-- Determine the connotative meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text.

-- Determine the technical meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text.

Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text.

Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section contributes to the development of the ideas.

-- Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.

-- Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

- Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text.

- Distinguish claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

-- Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person).

-- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
	Textbook assignments

Worksheet assignments

Quizzes

Tests

Oral responses

Observation

End of year exam

BRI/DRA
   Placement   tests

Acuity

Star Reader

Accelerated Reader

Skills Tutor

Written products

Rubrics

Oral Presentations

Research reports / essays / book reports 

ISTEP


	Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 

Picture Books

Listening Library:  Macmillan / McGraw-Hill

Acuity Worksheets:  CTB McGraw-Hill

Practice Book:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures (level A, O, B)

Spelling Practice Book:  MacMillan / McGraw-Hill

Grammar Practice Book: MacMillan / McGraw-Hill

6th grade Writing units

Skills Tutor:  Language Arts Classroom Guide

ISTEP and Format Assessment:  MacMillan / McGraw-Hill

Ladders to Success:  Reading, Triumph Learning

Daily Oral Language: Great Source

Daily Oral Analogies: Great Source

Language Arts: McGraw Hill

Razzle Dazzle Writing
Greek and Latin Roots: https://www.msu.edu/
~defores1/gre/roots/
gre_rts_afx2.htm
Language Arts:  Core Skills Grade 6

6+ Read and Understand with Leveled Tests

Independent Reading Management Kit: Genre

Diagraming Sentences

Comprehensive Curriculum of Basic Skills

The Learning Connection
https://learningconnection.doe.in.gov
Indiana Dept. of Education
http://www.doe.in.gov
Novel Units

Launch the Writer’s Workshop

http://www.smekenseducation.com
/TheLiteracyStore/

Smekens Education (6 Traits + 1)

Easy Bibliographies
http://www.easybib.com
Audio books

http://www.audible.com
SmartBoards / Mobi

Elmo – Digital Overhead

MacMillan McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 – Flipcharts

Write Source 2000 / Daily Oral Language Workouts (Mug Shots)

Reader’s Theater

Vocabulary Cartoon of the Day

Quotes to start the Day

A-Z Literarcy Strategies

Ladders to Success Reading

Workout Reading

Traits of Good Writing

Student Engagement is Fundamental

Kindles

iPad

-apps

Scholastic Scope

EdHelper

http://edhelper.com
Brain Pop
http://www.brainpop.com
Spelling City

http://www.spellingcity.com
PBS Learning Media

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org


	Reading Literature

Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 
Edition - 

Unit 4

A Single Chard

Unit 5

Ta-Na-E-Ka

Honus and Me

Unit 6

LAFFF

The Dog of Pompeii

Novels-
The Door in the Wall

The Cay

Daniel’s Story

A Night to Remember

And Then There Were None

The Giver

Cheaper By The Dozen

Hoot

Summer of My German Soldier

Walkabout

Loser

How to Eat Fried Worms

The Report Card

Island of the Blue Dolphins

The Westing Game
Summer of the Swans

Overboard

Code Orange


	6.3.3
6.3.7

6.3.8a

6.3.8b

6.3.9a

6.3.9b

CC.6.RL.1.a

CC.6.RL.1.b

CC.6.RL.2.b (6.3.6)

CC.6.RL.2.a
 (6.3.6)

CC.6.RL.3.a

CC.6.RL.3.b

CC.6.RL.4.a (6.3.4)

CC.6.RL.4.b (6.3.4, 6.3.7)

CC.6.RL.5.a

CC.6.RL.5.b

CC.6.RL.6

CC.6.RL.7

CC.6.RL.9

CC.6.RL.10


	
	Analyze the influence of the setting on the problem (conflict) and its resolution.
Explain the effects of common literary devices (i.e., symbolism, imagery, metaphor) in a variety of literary texts.

Critique the believability of characters in a variety of literary texts.

Critique the extent to which the plot of a literary text is believable or realistic.

Identify the main problem (conflict) of the plot in a literary text.

Explain how the main problem (conflict) of a literary text is resolved.

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly.

- Cite textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn from the text.

- Provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details (characters, actions and images).

-- Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes.

-- Describe how a particular story's or drama's characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

-- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings (word choice, figurative language, sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, alliteration, and rhyme).

-- Analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone (symbolism, imagery or metaphor).

-- Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text.

-- Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

-- Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

-- Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

-- Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

-- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
	
	

	Writing
Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 
Edition - 

Unit 4

A Single Chard

Unit 5

Ta-Na-E-Ka

Honus and Me

Unit 6

LAFFF

The Dog of Pompeii

Novels-

The Door in the Wall

The Cay

Daniel’s Story

A Night to Remember

And Then There Were None

The Giver

Cheaper By The Dozen

Hoot

Summer of My German Soldier

Walkabout

Loser

How to Eat Fried Worms

The Report Card

Island of the Blue Dolphins

The Westing Game

Summer of the Swans

Overboard

Code Orange

The Picture of Hollis Woods

My Side of the Mountain

A Christmas Carol

Where the Red Fern Grows

Goodbye Chicken Little

Baseball in April

Out of the Dark

The Friendship

Mississippi Bridge

Sixth Grade Secrets

The Secret Garden

Sixth Grade Sugar Babies

	6.5.8
CC.6.W.1 (6.4.4)

CC.6.W.1.a

CC.6.W.1.b

CC.6.W.1.c

CC.6.W.1.d

CC.6.W.1.e


CC.6.W.2 (6.4.3, 6.4.4, 6.5.2)

CC.6.W.2.a

CC.6.W.2.b

CC.6.W.2.c

CC.6.W.2.d

CC.6.W.2.e

CC.6.W.2.f

CC.6.W.3 (6.4.4 and 6.5.1)
CC.6.W.3.a

CC.6.W.3.b

CC.6.W.3.c

CC.6.W.3.d

CC.6.W.3.e

CC.6.W.4 (6.4.2)

CC.6.W.5 (6.4.1, 6.4.8, 6.4.9, 6.4.10)

CC.6.W.6 (6.5.3)

CC.6.W.6.a

CC.6.W.6.b 

CC.6.W.6.c (6.4.7)

CC.6.W.7 (6.5.3)

CC.6.W.8 (6.4.6, 6.5.3 and 6.5.4)

CC.6.W.8.a

CC.6.W.8.b

CC.6.W.8.c

CC.6.W.8.d

CC.6.W.9 (6.5.3)

CC.6.W.9.a



CC.6.W.9.b

CC.6.W.10




	
	Compose increasingly complex summaries that include the main ideas and most significant details of the reading selection.
-- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

-- Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

-- Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

-- Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

-- Establish and maintain a formal style. 
-- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.

-- Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

-- Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

-- Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

-- Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

-- Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

-- Establish and maintain a formal style.

-- Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation presented.

-- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

-- Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

-- Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

 -- Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

-- Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
-- Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

-- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

-- With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

-- Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

-- Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing.

-- Use technology, including the Internet, to interact and collaborate with others.

-- Demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills, including the adjustment of margins, tabs, spacing, columns, and page orientation, to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.

-- Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.

-- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.

-- Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources.

-- Assess the credibility of each source.

-- Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism.

-- Provide basic bibliographic information for sources.

-- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

-- Draw evidence from literary texts to support analysis, reflection, and research by applying grade 6 literature reading standards.

-- Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research by applying grade 6 literary nonfiction reading standards.

 -- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	
	

	Speaking and Listening
Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 
Edition - 

Unit 4

A Single Chard

Unit 5

Ta-Na-E-Ka

Honus and Me

Unit 6

LAFFF

The Dog of Pompeii

Novels-

The Door in the Wall

The Cay

Daniel’s Story

A Night to Remember

And Then There Were None

The Giver

Cheaper By The Dozen

Hoot

Summer of My German Soldier

Walkabout

Loser

How to Eat Fried Worms

The Report Card

Island of the Blue Dolphins

The Westing Game

Summer of the Swans

Overboard

Code Orange

The Picture of Hollis Woods

My Side of the Mountain

A Christmas Carol

Where the Red Fern Grows

Goodbye Chicken Little

Baseball in April

Out of the Dark

The Friendship

Mississippi Bridge

Sixth Grade Secrets

The Secret Garden

Sixth Grade Sugar Babies


	CC.6.SL.1
CC.6.SL.2

CC.6.SL.3

CC.6.SL.6
	
	-- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
-- Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

-- Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

-- Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
	
	

	Language
Textbook:  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Treasures 2008 
Edition - 

Unit 4

A Single Chard

Unit 5

Ta-Na-E-Ka

Honus and Me

Unit 6

LAFFF

The Dog of Pompeii

Novels-
The Door in the Wall
The Cay

Daniel’s Story

Devil’s Arithmetic
A Night to Remember

And Then There Were None

The Giver

Cheaper By The Dozen

Hoot

Summer of My German Soldier

Walkabout
The Door in the Wall
The Cay

Daniel’s Story

A Night to Remember
And Then There Were None

The Giver

Cheaper By The Dozen

Hoot

Loser

How to Eat Fried Worms

The Report Card

Island of the Blue Dolphins

The Westing Game

Summer of the Swans

Overboard

Code Orange

Hatchet
The Picture of Hollis Woods
My Side of the Mountain

A Christmas Carol

Where the Red Fern Grows

Goodbye Chicken Little

Four Perfect Pebbles

Baseball in April

Out of the Dark

The Friendship

Mississippi Bridge

Sixth Grade Secrets

The Secret Garden

Sixth Grade Sugar Babies

	6.6.1a
6.6.1b

6.6.1c

CC.6.L.1 (6.6.2)

CC.6.L.1.f (6.6.2)

CC.6.L.1.b (6.6.2)

CC.6.L.2 (6.6.4 and 6.6.5)

CC.6.L.3

CC.6.L.4 (6.1.2 and 6.1.4)

CC.6.L.5 (6.1.2 and 6.1.5)

CC.6.L.6

	
	-- Define coordinating conjunctions and explain their function in compound sentences.
-- Compose compound sentences that use effective coordination of ideas to express complete thoughts.

-- Define subordinating conjunctions and explain their function in complex sentences to express complete thoughts.

-- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.

Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses.

-- Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

-- Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

-- Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

-- Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

-- Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 


	
	


Standard 1
READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development 

Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context (the meaning of the text around a word), to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

Decoding and Word Recognition 

6.1.1
Read aloud grade-level-appropriate poems and literary and informational texts fluently and accurately and with appropriate timing, changes in voice, and expression.

Vocabulary and Concept Development 

6.1.2
Identify and interpret figurative language (including similes, comparisons that use like or as, and metaphors, implied comparisons) and words with multiple meanings. 
Example: Understand the different meanings of the word primary when used in sentences, such as the following: Tom is a student at the local primary school. Betsy’s mother decided to run for a seat on the city council but lost in the primary election. Understand descriptive metaphors, such as The city lay under a blanket of fog.

6.1.3
Recognize the origins and meanings of frequently used foreign words in English and use these words accurately in speaking and writing. 
Example: Understand foreign words that are often used in English, such as enchilada (Spanish), lasagna (Italian), and delicatessen (German).

6.1.4
Understand unknown words in informational texts by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues to determine meaning. 

6.1.5
Understand and explain slight differences in meaning in related words. 
Example: Explain the difference when someone is described as speaking softly and when someone is described as speaking quietly.

Standard 2
READING: Comprehension and Analysis of Nonfiction and Informational Text

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. The selections in the Indiana Reading List (www.doe.state.in.us/standards/readinglist.html) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 6, in addition to regular classroom reading, students read a variety of nonfiction, such as biographies, autobiographies, books in many different subject areas,  magazines, newspapers, reference and technical materials, and online information. 

Structural Features of Informational and Technical Materials 

6.2.1
Identify the structural features of popular media (newspapers, magazines, online information) and use the features to obtain information. 
Example: Do a keyword search on the Internet to find information for a research report. Use the section headers for a newspaper to locate information for a report on current world events. 

6.2.2
Analyze text that uses a compare-and-contrast organizational pattern.
Example: Read a section in an English textbook that describes the difference between similes and metaphors. Evaluate how well the organization of the text serves the reader’s comprehension. 

Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Nonfiction and Informational Text 

6.2.3
Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationships to multiple sources and related topics. 
Example: Read about another culture in a magazine such as Cricket or National Geographic. Then, compare what was learned to descriptions of other peoples and cultures in other reading sources. 

6.2.4
Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, notes, diagrams, summaries, or reports.
Example: Take notes while reading to create an outline or graphic organizer, such as a concept map, flow chart, or diagram, of the main ideas and supporting details from what is read. Read an informational book and summarize the main ideas. 

6.2.5
Follow multiple-step instructions for preparing applications.
Example: Follow directions to fill out an application for a public library card, a bank savings account, or a membership to a boys’ or girls’ club, soccer league, YMCA or YWCA, or another extra-curricular organization.

Expository (Informational) Critique 

6.2.6
Determine the appropriateness of the evidence presented for an author’s conclusions and evaluate whether the author adequately supports inferences. 
Example: In reading Amelia Earhart: Courage in the Sky by Mona Kerby or Charles Lindbergh and The Spirit of St. Louis by Zachary Kent, note the author’s opinions and conclusions. Decide if they are adequately supported by the facts that the author presents.

6.2.7
Make reasonable statements and conclusions about a text, supporting them with evidence from the text. 
Example: Describe Leonardo da Vinci’s greatest achievements, after reading Leonardo da Vinci: Artist, Inventor, and Scientist of the Renaissance by Francesca Romei.

6.2.8
Identify how an author’s choice of words, examples, and reasons are used to persuade the reader of something. 
Example: After reading an article by one author on the reasons for repopulating western national parks with wolves and another article by a different author reporting ranchers’ opposition to the program, describe the ways each author tries to persuade the reader.

6.2.9
Identify problems with an author’s use of figures of speech, logic, or reasoning (assumption and choice of facts or evidence).

Standard 3
READING: Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text

Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature. The selections in the Indiana Reading List (www.doe.state.in.us/standards/readinglist.html) illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students. At Grade 6, students read a wide variety of fiction, such as classic and contemporary literature, historical fiction, fantasy, science fiction, mysteries, adventures, folklore, mythology, poetry, short stories, dramas, and other genres.
Structural Features of Literature 

6.3.1
Identify different types (genres) of fiction and describe the major characteristics of each form.
Example: Describe the common characteristics of different types of fiction, such as folklore, mystery, science fiction, adventure, fantasy, or biography, and provide examples of each type from books read by students in the class. Use a graphic organizer to show comparisons.

Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Literary Text 

6.3.2
Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character on the plot and the resolution of the conflict. 
Example: Analyze how a character’s qualities impact the plot’s resolution of conflict, such as in Journey to the Center of the Earth by Jules Verne, when the character Professor Lidenbrock deals with a psychological as well as physical quest as he faces the unknown.
6.3.3
Analyze the influence of the setting on the problem and its resolution. 
Example: Recognize the influence of the settings in a book, such as the role of the North and South in the book The Watsons Go to Birmingham — 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis, in which an African-American family from Michigan goes to visit relatives in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

6.3.4
Define how tone or meaning are conveyed in poetry through word choice, figurative language, sentence structure, line length, punctuation, rhythm, alliteration (repetition of sounds, such as wild and woolly or threatening throngs), and rhyme. 
Example: Describe the features of a poem, such as “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes, which illustrates many of the characteristics of poetry: sound, rhythm, repetition, and metaphorical language.

6.3.5
Identify the speaker and recognize the difference between first-person (the narrator tells the story from the “I” perspective) and third-person (the narrator tells the story from an outside perspective) narration.
Example: Read books such as Bearstone by Will Hobbs or The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain to compare the perspective of a first-person versus a third-person narrator.
6.3.6
Identify and analyze features of themes conveyed through characters, actions, and images.
Example: Analyze the way a theme is developed throughout a book, such as the theme of loyalty as exhibited by the trio of characters in The Three Musketeers by Alexander Dumas.

6.3.7
Explain the effects of common literary devices, such as symbolism, imagery, or metaphor, in a variety of fictional and nonfictional texts.

· Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace

· Imagery: the use of language to create vivid pictures in the reader’s mind

· Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money.

6.3.9
Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved.

Literary Criticism

6.3.8
Critique the believability of characters and the degree to which a plot is believable or realistic. 
Example: Read myths such as Jason and the Argonauts and discuss the believability of the characters and plots as compared to realistic fiction.

Standard 4
WRITING: Processes and Features 

Students discuss and keep a list of writing ideas and use graphic organizers to plan writing. They write clear, coherent, and focused essays. Students progress through the stages of the writing process and proofread, edit, and revise writing.

Organization and Focus 

6.4.1
Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing.

6.4.2
Choose the form of writing that best suits the intended purpose. 

6.4.3
Write informational pieces of several paragraphs that:

· engage the interest of the reader. 

· state a clear purpose. 

· develop the topic with supporting details and precise language. 

· conclude with a detailed summary linked to the purpose of the composition.

6.4.4
Use a variety of effective organizational patterns, including comparison and contrast, organization by categories, and arrangement by order of importance or climactic order.

Research Process and Technology 

6.4.5
Use note-taking skills when completing research for writing.

6.4.6
Use organizational features of electronic text (on computers), such as bulletin boards, databases, keyword searches, and e-mail addresses, to locate information. 

6.4.7
Use a computer to compose documents with appropriate formatting by using word-processing skills and principles of design, including margins, tabs, spacing, columns, and page orientation.

Evaluation and Revision 

6.4.8
Review, evaluate, and revise writing for meaning and clarity.

6.4.9
Edit and proofread one’s own writing, as well as that of others, using an editing checklist or set of rules, with specific examples of corrections of frequent errors.

6.4.10
Revise writing to improve the organization and consistency of ideas within and between paragraphs. 

Standard 5
WRITING: Applications (Different Types of Writing and Their Characteristics) 

At Grade 6, students write narrative, expository (informational), persuasive, and descriptive texts (research reports of 400 to 700 words or more). Student writing demonstrates a command of Standard English and the research, organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Standard 4 — Writing Processes and Features. Writing demonstrates an awareness of the audience (intended reader) and purpose for writing.

In addition to producing the different writing forms introduced in earlier grades, such as letters, Grade 6 students use the writing strategies outlined in Standard 4 — Writing Processes and Features to: 

6.5.1
Write narratives that: 

· establish and develop a plot and setting and present a point of view that is appropriate to the stories. 

· include sensory details and clear language to develop plot and character. 

· use a range of narrative devices, such as dialogue or suspense. 

Example: Write a short play that could be presented to the class. Rewrite a short story that was read in class, telling the story from another point of view.

6.5.2
Write descriptions, explanations, comparison and contrast papers, and problem and solution essays that: 

· state the thesis (position on the topic) or purpose. 

· explain the situation. 

· organize the composition clearly. 

· offer evidence to support arguments and conclusions. 

Example: Write successive drafts of a one- or two-page newspaper article about summer sports camps, including details to support the main topic and allow the reader to compare and contrast the different camps described.

6.5.4
Write responses to literature that: 

· develop an interpretation that shows careful reading, understanding, and insight. 

· organize the interpretation around several clear ideas. 

· support statements with evidence from the text. 

Example: After reading some Grimm fairy tales and folktales from other countries, such as Japan, Russia, India, and the United States, write a response to the stories. Identify the beliefs and values that are highlighted in each of these folktales and develop a theory to explain why similar tales appear in many different cultures. 

6.5.5
Write persuasive compositions that: 

· state a clear position on a proposition or proposal. 

· support the position with organized and relevant evidence and effective emotional appeals. 

· anticipate and address reader concerns and counterarguments. 

Example: Write a persuasive essay on how the class should celebrate the end of the school year, including adequate reasons for why the class should participate in the activity described. Create an advertisement for a product to try to convince readers to buy the product.

6.5.6
Use varied word choices to make writing interesting.
Example: Write stories, reports, and letters showing a variety of word choices. (Use delicious instead of good, overcoat or parka instead of coat.)

6.5.7
Write for different purposes (information, persuasion, description) and to a specific audience or person, adjusting tone and style as necessary.
Example: Write a review of a favorite book or film for a classroom writers’ workshop. Use clear organization and careful word choices to help the readers of the review decide if they might be interested in reading the book or viewing the film.

6.5.8
Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading selection and the most significant details.

Research Application

6.5.3
Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that: 
· uses information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources independently by using a consistent format for citations.

· demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.
· demonstrates that sources have been evaluated for accuracy, bias, and credibility.

· organizes information by categorizing and sequencing, and demonstrates the distinction between one’s own ideas from the ideas of others, and includes a bibliography (Works Cited). 


Example: After completing library or Internet research, present an oral report to the class on the development and achievements of the Roman Republic or the rise and expansion of the Roman Empire. Include how the accomplishments and language of the Romans still affect us today.
Standard 6
WRITING: English Language Conventions 

Students write using Standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level.

Sentence Structure 

6.6.1
Use simple, compound, and complex sentences; use effective coordination and subordination of ideas, including both main ideas and supporting ideas in single sentences, to express complete thoughts.

6.6.6
Identify and correctly use prepositional phrases (for school or In the beginning), appositives (We played the Cougars, the team from Newport), main clauses (words that express a complete thought), and subordinate clauses (clauses attached to the main clause in a sentence).

· We began our canoe trip on the White River (prepositional phrase) when it stopped raining (subordinate clause).

· Famous for their first flight at Kitty Hawk (appositive), the Wright brothers are legendary in aviation (main clause).

Grammar 

6.6.2
Identify and properly use indefinite pronouns (all, another, both, each, either, few, many, none, one, other, several, some), present perfect (have been, has been), past perfect (had been), and future perfect verb tenses (shall have been); ensure that verbs agree with compound subjects. 

· Indefinite pronouns: Each should do his or her work.

· Indefinite pronouns: Many were absent today.

· Correct verb agreement: Todd and Amanda were chosen to star in the play.

· Incorrect verb agreement: Todd and Amanda was chosen to star in the play.

Punctuation 

6.6.3
Use colons after the salutation (greeting) in business letters (Dear Sir:), semicolons to connect main clauses (The girl went to school; her brother stayed home.), and commas before the conjunction in compound sentences (We worked all day, but we didn’t complete the project.).

Capitalization 

6.6.4
Use correct capitalization. 

Spelling 

6.6.5
Spell correctly frequently misspelled words (their/they’re/there, loose/lose/loss, choose/chose, through/threw). 

Standard 7
LISTENING AND SPEAKING: Skills, Strategies, and Applications

Students deliver focused, coherent presentations that convey ideas clearly and relate to the background and interests of the audience. They evaluate the content of oral communication. Students deliver well-organized formal presentations using traditional speech strategies, including narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. Students use the same Standard English conventions for oral speech that they use in their writing.

Comprehension 

6.7.1
Relate the speaker’s verbal communication (such as word choice, pitch, feeling, and tone) to the nonverbal message (such as posture and gesture).

6.7.2
Identify the tone, mood, and emotion conveyed in the oral communication.

6.7.3
Restate and carry out multiple-step oral instructions and directions.

6.7.15
Ask questions that seek information not already discussed.

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 

6.7.4
Select a focus, an organizational structure, and a point of view, matching the purpose, message, and vocal modulation (changes in tone) to the audience. 

6.7.5
Emphasize important points to assist the listener in following the main ideas and concepts.

6.7.6
Support opinions with researched, documented evidence and with visual or media displays that use appropriate technology. 

6.7.7
Use effective timing, volume, tone, and alignment of hand and body gestures to sustain audience interest and attention.

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications 

6.7.8
Analyze the use of rhetorical devices, including rhythm and timing of speech, repetitive patterns, and the use of onomatopoeia (naming something by using a sound associated with it, such as hiss or buzz), for intent and effect. 

6.7.9
Identify persuasive and propaganda techniques (such as the use of words or images that appeal to emotions or an unsupported premise) used in electronic media (television, radio, online sources) and identify false and misleading information. 

6.7.16
Identify powerful techniques used to influence readers or viewers and evaluate evidence used to support these techniques.

Speaking Applications 

6.7.10
Deliver narrative presentations that: 

· establish a context, plot, and point of view. 

· include sensory details and specific language to develop the plot and character. 

· use a range of narrative (story) devices, including dialogue, tension, or suspense. 

6.7.17
Make descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set forth and support unified impressions of people, places, things, or experiences.

6.7.11
Deliver informative presentations that: 

· pose relevant questions sufficiently limited in scope to be completely and thoroughly answered. 

· develop the topic with facts, details, examples, and explanations from multiple authoritative sources, including speakers, periodicals, and online information. 

6.7.12
Deliver oral responses to literature that: 

· develop an interpretation that shows careful reading, understanding, and insight. 

· organize the presentation around several clear ideas, premises, or images. 

· develop and justify the interpretation through the use of examples from the text.

6.7.13
Deliver persuasive presentations that: 

· provide a clear statement of the position. 

· include relevant evidence. 

· offer a logical sequence of information. 

· engage the listener and try to gain acceptance of the proposition or proposal. 

6.7.14
Deliver presentations on problems and solutions that: 

· theorize on the causes and effects of each problem. 

· establish connections between the defined problem and at least one solution. 

· offer persuasive evidence to support the definition of the problem and the proposed solutions.

Common Core Standards

Key Ideas and Details

6.RI.1  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
             from the text.    
6.RI.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
             summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.        
6.RI.3  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 
             text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).      
Craft and Structure

6.RI.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
             connotative, and technical meanings.     
6.RI.5  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a 
             text and contributes to the development of the ideas.  
6.RI.6  Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text.       
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

6.RI.7  Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well 
             as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.       
6.RI.8  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are 
             supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.     
6.RI.9  Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir 
             written by and a biography on the same person).   
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

6.RI.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity
              band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading Standards for Literature: Stories, Novels, Dramas, and Poetry

               RL
The following standards offer a focus for instruction and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.

Key Ideas and Details

6.RL.1  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
             from the text.    
6.RL.2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
             provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.   
6.RL.3  Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 
             characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.    
Craft and Structure

6.RL.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
             connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.      
6.RL.5  Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text 
             and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.      
6.RL.6  Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.    
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

6.RL.7  Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing 
             an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when 
             reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.     
6.RL.8  (This College and Career Readiness Standard does not have a literature component)

6.RL.9  Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 
             and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

6.RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in 
               the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
              range.      
Writing Standards 










      W
The following standards offer a focus for instruction to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

Text Types and Purposes

6.W.1  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
    demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.   
6.W.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
           through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, 
   classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 
   (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
    information and examples.
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation 
   presented. 
6.W.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
           relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or 
   characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 
    events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from 
    one time frame or setting to another.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey 
    experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing

6.W.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
           to task, purpose, and audience.  
6.W.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
           planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.    
6.W.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
            collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of 
            three pages in a single sitting.   
Research to Build and Present Knowledge

6.W.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the 
           inquiry when appropriate.   
6.W.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each 
           source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
           providing basic bibliographic information for sources.     
6.W.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Compare and contrast texts in different forms 
   or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their 
   approaches to similar themes and topics.").
b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Trace and evaluate the argument 
    and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence 
    from claims that are not.").   
Range of Writing

6.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
             time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
             audiences.
Conventions of Standard English

6.L.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

           speaking.

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive).

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).

c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person.

d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).

e. Recognize variations from Standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, and 

     identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

6.L.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

          spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.

b. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language

6.L.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/ listener interest, and style.

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

6.L.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

          grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible).

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

6.L.5  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 

          meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, thrifty). 

6.L.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

          phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

          comprehension or expression.  

Speaking and Listening Standards







               SL
The following standards offer a focus for instruction to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades.
Comprehension and Collaboration

6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 

            with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing 

            their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.    

6.SL.2  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 

             and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.  

6.SL.3  Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 

             reasons and evidence from claims that are not.       

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

6.SL.4  Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and 

             details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

             pronunciation.   

6.SL.5  Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in 

             presentations to clarify information.    
6.SL.6  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 

            indicated or appropriate.

