* Reminder:  Form on last page is due to Mrs. Lanham next class!
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      Sixth Grade Chorus Handbook
Welcome to Mrs. Lanham’s Sixth Grade Chorus Class!  Parents, please take time to review this handbook with your child.  Once you have reviewed the handbook and calendar together, we ask that both parent and child sign the contract and after school activity permission slip found on the last page and return it next Chorus Class.  If you have any questions please e-mail Mrs. Lanham at Tammy.Lanham@LCPS.org.
Class Description

The Sixth Grade Choral program at Stone Hill Middle School will provide students with a challenging and rewarding experience in music performance.  Chorus is an elective in sixth grade and classes will meet half blocks every other day.  The course is designed for students who enjoy singing and moving and expressing themselves through music.  Lessons will include music theory and vocal production exercises.  Performance is an integral part of the course, and students will be expected to perform in a minimum of two concerts during the school year as part of the class grade.  Through participation in choral events, students will learn the fundamentals of singing as well as experience the dedication and teamwork that is required in a choral ensemble.
Purpose
By participating in the choral music program at Stone Hill Middle School, your child will gain a long-term appreciation for the value of music and will develop a set of skills that can lead to a lifetime of reward and enjoyment.  
Evaluations
Formative Assessments will be ongoing and ungraded (indicated with a 1, 2, 3 or   









4 in “Clarity”).

Summative Assessments will include:

· Progressive Assessments - to include but not be limited to theory worksheets, vocal exercises, group choral rehearsals and written class work
· Mastery Assessments -- to include but not be limited to Projects, Cumulative Written and Singing Tests, Rehearsals and Concerts
Schedule

Please remember:  rehearsals and concerts are required 
performance assessments!
Activity Buses available at 4:23 on Wednesdays and Thursdays only
November 12 and 17 and December 4 :  After-School Choral Rehearsals (3:30 – 4:23 p.m.)

Winter Concert Choir 6- December 16  at 7:00 p.m. (students report to Band room at 6:30 p.m.)
May 28 and June 2 - Choir 6 after school rehearsals

Spring Concert Choir 6 - June 3 at  7: 00 pm (students 6:30 p.m. call time)
Additional group performance opportunities to include:  singing over the morning announcements, in local Library events, for Stone Hill’s Spring Arts Festival in March, and for International Night… share you e-mail, sign on for text reminders or check Stone Hill’s music web page for specific information as the year progresses(
Attached at the end of this document is a permission slip that will apply to all rehearsals after school.  These will be filed for reference.  If any changes need to be made to the concert or rehearsal schedule, notification will be sent home and via e-mail as soon as the change is made.
Class Goals
Each Student is expected to:
· Follow daily classroom procedures.

· Maintain and properly care for the music, folders, instruments and other equipment in the classroom.

· Demonstrate basic competencies of choral singing technique in the areas of tone production, rhythm, diction, interpretation and sight singing.

· Identify and utilize music theory vocabulary and symbols as relates to choral repertoire.

· Listen to and evaluate music and musical performances.

· Describe interrelationships between music, visual art, theater and dance.

· Be prepared to actively participate in daily rehearsals in class and at after-school rehearsals in preparation for performances.

· Meet performance and rehearsal obligations.

· Follow concert performance procedures.

· Dress in proper attire for performances: Chorus 6 Tee Shirt and pants (color TBD)
· See attached shirt order form.

· Students that come to the concert without the proper clothing and have not made previous arrangements with the director may not be allowed to perform.

Class Materials
Each student is expected to come to class prepared with a positive attitude, a smile, and an eagerness to grow and to learn.  A class “Preparedness” assessment will be indicated in Clarity as a four-point formative grade.
Students must arrive with the following materials each class period:


Pencil


Agenda
3 clip folder (or thin binder), labeled w/name and class period

Remember, for ALL of your classes at Stone Hill:
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RESPECTING ALL YIELDS SUCCESS

CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR

1. Small group or individual will be redirected

2. A non-verbal cue will be given to the student

3. A verbal warning will be given to the student

4. Student will be relocated to a different area of the classroom to improve focus and contact with parents will be made.

5. Referral to the Administration

Serious infractions will result in an immediate referral to the office.  Serious infractions include, but are not limited to:  willfully hurting someone, deliberately destroying property and harassment of any kind (physical or verbal).
CLASSROOM REHEARSAL PROCEDURES
The student:

· Will arrive to class on time, pick up his/her folder and be seated in his/her assigned chair.

· Will visit the restroom and water fountain if necessary before coming to class.

· Will come to rehearsal prepared with required class materials.

· Will show respect for classmates, teacher, music and all equipment.

· Understands that if he/she cannot sing for an extended period of time due to illness, dental work, etc., the teacher requires a note from a parent or guardian.

· Students not singing will still be required to follow along in their music and mouth the words.

· Students unable to sing should notify the director about the issue before class begins.

· Will be an active listener during rehearsal.  (i.e. no talking while other students are performing)

· Will refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum during class, rehearsals and performances.

· Will refrain from using cell phones, iPods, or any other electronic devices during class, rehearsals and performances, unless directed to do so by the choral director.
CONCERT PROCEDURES
1. Concert Attendance Policy:  Concerts are the culmination of many hours of hard work.  They are a vital part of the course objectives and the grading policy.  Therefore, attendance at concerts and after school rehearsals is mandatory.  Concert and rehearsal dates are announced well in advance with the expectation that medical/dental appointments, soccer practices, piano lessons, etc. will not be a source of schedule conflicts.  Excused absences from an after school rehearsal will be granted only in extreme circumstances (illness, family emergency, religious observance).  In cases where a true emergency arises and a student is unable to attend a rehearsal or concert, he or she will complete an alternate assignment and will need to complete it by the requested due date.

· Unexcused absence from a concert – A make-up assignment will be given and will be graded in place of the missed concert.  Maximum of 75% possible.

· Excused absence from a concert – A make-up assignment will be given and graded in place of the missed concert.  Maximum of 90% possible.

· Unexcused absence from a dress rehearsal – A zero will be given and dismissal from the concert may be considered.  
· Excused absence from a dress rehearsal – A make-up assignment will be given.  Students may or may not be allowed to perform and will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

· If a student is dismissed from performing in a concert because of missing a rehearsal, a make-up assignment will be given in place of the concert.  All assignments will be chosen and agreed upon by the teacher and grade level Dean.

2. Concert Attire:  The Sixth grade choirs will wear a 6th Grade Chorus t- shirt and pants  as a uniform (not jeans.. pant color to be determined).  Appropriate concert attire is required for all performances.  Students will determine this year’s shirt color.  See attached order form.
FUNDRAISERS
Throughout the year there will be opportunities to participate in fundraisers that will contribute toward field trips and other chorus activities and supplies.  All students will be given the opportunity to raise personal funds toward the cost of uniform or special trips.  

ADDITIONAL “Individual” OPPORTUNITIES
Select Chorus :  Auditions starting September 15…
Stone Hill will have a Select Chorus again this year. This is an auditioned ensemble that is open to students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade. We will be working on more challenging repertoire and will perform at the District Choral Assessment, at the Music in the Parks Festival at Hershey Park, and other possible performances. 

Rehearsals will usually be held on Thursdays after school until the late bell at 4:23 p.m., but there may be rehearsals on other days as well. 

Sign-up sheets for auditions are located outside of Ms. Luebke’s classroom (Choral 1). Please review the packet of information about the Select Chorus found outside Ms. Luebke’s room. Once you have determined whether or not you would like to audition, you may sign up for the audition time that works best for you. The auditions will be done individually and will include: singing “My Country ‘tis of Thee,” sight-singing short musical phrases on solfege or a neutral syllable, repeating melodic intervals, and harmonizing. Auditions will be held before and after school, and during lunch on: September 15th, September 16th (morning and lunch only), September 17th, and September 18th. No after school activity buses will be available for these auditions. Please arrange for rides home! 
All-County Chorus :  November 7 and 8, 2014
Sixth Grade students will have the opportunity to audition during class for the All County Event.   This is a prepared audition, so Mrs. Lanham will teach basic sight reading skills and a prepared piece to all chorus members the first few weeks of school.  Students will complete a commitment form to ensure their participation in the audition, after school rehearsals (Thursdays in October) and both Friday and Saturday participation if selected to represent Stone Hill Middle School.
A Cappella Workshop :  January 10, 2015
The 4th annual A Cappella Workshop will be held at Rock Ridge High School on Saturday, January 10th. Students in middle and high school from all over Loudoun County will join together to sing different kinds of music without accompaniment. We will have guest clinicians, door prizes, and perform in a concert at the end of the day. The registration will be available online. More information will be distributed to students and parents later in the year. 
All-Virginia Honor Choirs  :  Auditions early January, 2015
The ACDA All-State Honors Choir for middle school is a wonderful opportunity for the most talented singers in the state of Virginia. This year, the choir will meet in Fairfax, VA from April 23-25th. To participate, an application and $10.00 fee must be completed and submitted to Mrs. Lanham, in addition to creating audition recordings after school hours (to include a prepared folk or art song, scale, and singing “My Country ‘tis of Thee”).  The event is open to any middle school student that has an ACDA sponsoring teacher, but parents must attend with student for all three days and pay for a hotel room if student is accepted.  More information about the audition process will be available soon.   
CHORUS 6 Updates :
Mrs. Lanham can be reached via e-mail at Tammy.Lanham@lcps.org, or by calling Stone Hill Middle School at 703-957-4420. Additionally,  the SHMS music department website has a page set up for CHORUS 6 (linked to Mrs. Lanham’s name).  Information will also be send home via e-mail periodically.
TEXT Updates :
If you would like an instant text alert/ reminder near concert season (in case of snow or rehearsal reminder when activity bus is not available) 
please text:        @ac901          to the phone #   571) 384-5565  and Mrs. Lanham will be able to send instant texts to you or your student’s cell phone!
Parent and Student Chorus 6 Contract
Chorus class block: ____
I have read, understand and agree to adhere to the policies and expectations presented in the 2014-15 Choral Handbook for participation in the Stone Hill Middle School 6th grade chorus.
___________________________                       _____________________________________
Student Name (Printed)             


Parent/Guardian Name (Printed)

___________________________                        _____________________________________
Student Signature              



Parent/Guardian Signature

__________________________                           _____________________________________
Preferred Parent Phone #              

        Preferred Parent E-mail (s
After School Rehearsal Permission Slip
I give permission for my child to stay after school on the dates listed in the 2014-15 choral handbook for chorus rehearsals with Mrs. Lanham.
_________________________________

(Parent/Guardian Signature)



(_____)___________________________


(Parent/Guardian Phone Contact)

(# where to reach you during after-school activity)

My child will be:

_____riding the activity bus (when rehearsals are on a Wednesday or Thursday)
_____riding home by car with:      _____   me       __________another parent
ALL-COUNTY CHORUS INTENT 
_____My child is available to participate in the November 7 – 8 Event, as well as rehearsals after school 5 Thursdays prior to the All County Event if selected by audition to represent SHMS
Parent Volunteer?
Please check all that may apply:

_________ I would like to help with the fall fundraiser (accounting and/or product distribution) 

_________ I can be available during school hours to assist with special events    

_________ I can be available after school (after 3:30 p.m.- for possible library performances) 

_________  I can help the evening of a performance (prior to and after performance)
__________I have a special performance talent to offer (piano, flute, cello, clarinet etc.)

_________   I will send in Dixie Cups for the classroom water cooler this year (          
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Chorus 6

SHIRT ORDER FORM
The Sixth Grade Chorus team members will be   choosing a new shirt color this year!                                                                         T-Shirt Design

To show our Musical Teamwork and Stone Hill pride, every musical ensemble will perform in uniform.

Pants (or slacks) and closed-toe shoes will also be required as part of the choral performance attire.  Once we decide on the shirt color, I’ll let you know what color pants (or slacks) will be needed.

Your chorus shirt can be purchased for $10.00.  To order, please fill 

out the attached form and return, with payment to Mrs. Lanham before Friday, September 12. 
If you have any questions, please e-mail Mrs. Lanham at Tammy.Lanham@lcps.org.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

           2014-2015 CHORUS Shirt Order Form 

                                     RETURN payment in ENVELOPE by Friday September 12
Student __________________________

Class Period __________
Attached to this form is $____  (checks payable to SHMS)   ____$ CASH     __ Unable to 











purchase at this time

 







                        (Please order and hold)
Circle ONE shirt size 

Youth Size:      Youth L (14-16)


      or

Adult Size:           Adult   Small           Adult   Medium
                Adult Large           Adult X-Large

________________________________________               E-mail: ________________

Parent Signature

 








Date Paid: ____
8

