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Reading Grade 6

Mrs. Burger

2013-2014 Course Syllabus
Course Description

Reading class introduces students to a wide variety of types of printed materials from many genres. You will acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich materials, develop and learn strategies to help comprehend and interpret informational and literary text, gain information from reading, and enhance understanding by reading. 
Textbook

We will be reading a variety of novels and short stories.  You will be provided with copies of all readings.  Some books will be only for use in the classroom while others may be taken with you for use at home also.  A reference text, The Reader’s Handbook, will be used in the classroom occasionally throughout the year.  Additionally, a classroom library will allow you to borrow books for independent reading. You will be responsible for taking care of all books from my classroom, and they should be returned in nearly the same condition.  Any books lost during the year, will incur a charge of the replacement cost of the book.

Reading Journals/Folders
You will be provided with a spiral notebook which will serve as a response journal and a place to keep notes taken on various topics.  The journals should not leave the classroom.  You will need to provide a folder for handouts and returned worksheets.  All papers should be kept in the folder, and organized.  You may occasionally be permitted to use notes or handouts on tests or quizzes, so it is your responsibility to have them with you.  There will be periodic notebook checks.

Course Content

First Quarter










Topics and Materials

· Bunnicula (novel)

vocabulary lists, idiom worksheet, comprehension questions



Test over novel

· Mysteries

The Canterville Ghost, print and video version




TheDisappearing Man, comprehension worksheet
The Case of the Missing Babe Ruth Baseball, story map
The Red Headed League,comprehension worksheet
The Mysteries of the Iceman 

Mystery vocabulary quiz
Student Activities

· Rewrite an incident from the story from another character’s viewpoint

· Create character webs, compare characters with a Venn diagram

· Create a Venn diagram to compare text and video versions of the same story

· Work in groups to summarize and organize nonfiction information
Weekly Skill Sheets
· The Brooklyn Bridge (main idea)

· Pen Pals (compare and contrast)

· Easter Island (author’s purpose)
· Family Tree (main idea)
· The Stanley Cup (main idea)

· The Slumber Party (characters)

· An Inferencing Incident (inferences)

· Decathlon (summarizing)
Second Quarter

Topics and Materials
· The Egypt Game (novel)

vocabulary lists, character relationship chart, comprehension questions

Test over novel

· Personal narratives

Michael, comprehension questions
Swish, sequencing worksheet
Downhill, comprehension questions
· Biographies

Collection of various books, plays, and articles

Puzzles and worksheets to accompany selections
Student Activities

· Create a timeline of story events

· Work in groups to create a biography alphabet book

· Compare (by chart) various historically significant people
Weekly Skill Sheets
· Mealtime Manners (main idea)

· A Brave Young Woman (main idea)

· Amber (fact/opinion)

· The World Series (author’s purpose)

· Mozart (biographies)

· Food for Thought (idioms)

· Visiting Aunt Rita (plot)

· Summer Camp (setting)

Third Quarter


Topics and Materials
· Poetry

Collections of poetry books

Poetry test

· Shakespeare biography

              The Life and Times of William Shakespeare, sequencing                        

Theater terms quiz

· Romeo and Juliet (children’s version)

Quiz over play content

Romeo and Juliet video (Animated Shakespeare)

· Myths and Fairy Tales

Collection of myths and fairy tale books
Student Activities
· Recite poetry aloud and respond to poetry selections

· Create a free verse poem

· Create a chart to compare play and video versions of Romeo and Juliet

· Rewrite a fairy tale changing setting, characters, register, or point of view
Weekly Skill Sheets

· Mount Rushmore (cause/ effect)

· Leonardo da Vinci (fact/opinion)

· The Sequoia (author’s purpose)

· Rembrandt (biographies)

· Metropolis (summarizing)

· A Delicious Dinner (referents)

· Person to Person (point of view)
· Snow Day (poetry)
Fourth Quarter


Topics and Materials

· The Titanic disaster:

When the Great Ship Went Down, 3 Eyewitness Accounts, The Ship that Never Came

Titanic quiz

· Tuck Everlasting (novels)

chapter review questions,  video version of novel

Novel test


Student Activities

· Write an “I Am” poem focusing on the Titanic disaster

· Compare the novel and video versions of Tuck Everlasting
· Create a board game based on Tuck Everlasting
Weekly Skill Sheets

· Canoes (compare/contrast)
· Lend Me Your Ear (point of view)
· Get a Horse (referents)
· Mathew Brady’s Career (summarizing)
· The Great Wall of China (main idea/details)

· Survival (vocabulary)
· The Birthday (metaphors and similes)
Grades

Your grades will be calculated based on the following:

1. Classwork - This will include completing worksheets, charts, notes, or other assigned work in class.  Your grade will be based on how many answers are complete and correct.   Ample time will be given to complete assignments, and they are expected to be turned in by the end of the class period.  If more than one period is needed for completion, you will be given a due date and the assignment will be collected at the beginning of class on that date. You will be informed if notes, books, or other resources may be used on the assignments.  Students are not permitted to copy another student’s work.

2. Tests and Quizzes -  Tests will be given at the end of a book, story, or unit, and they will always be announced.  Quizzes will cover portions of stories, skills, or vocabulary words which have been taught in class.  They may or may not be announced in advance.  Occasionally, you will be able to use notes or other materials on quizzes (if you have them with you).  You may not use the notes or materials belonging to others.
3. Weekly Skill Sheets -  It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that he/she is prepared for learning.  Each week, you will receive a skill sheet to be completed.  Students may complete and turn in the paper at any time during the week. The paper will be distributed on Monday, and it is due by the beginning of your class period on Thursday of that same week.  If you are absent on Thursday you are expected to turn in the paper at the beginning of class on the day you return.  Partially finished papers will be graded “as is”.  Credit will not be given for late assignments.  Papers not turned in will be recorded as a zero.  If a parent or guardian signs the paper, the student will receive 10 bonus points.  The papers will practice various reading skills such as author's purpose, vocabulary, setting, character analysis, figurative language, etc.  In the case of a short attendance week, the distribution and collection days may change.
4. Accelerated Reader -  All students are expected to complete independent reading both at school and home.  Book selection will be of your choice, and comprehension will be measured by earning points in the Accelerated Reader program.  You will be required to earn 10 points each quarter.  Any books available through the online AR program are acceptable.  Books read in previous years are not eligible to earn points. 
Extra Credit

There may be occasional opportunities for earning extra credit points throughout the year.  Extra credit assignments are always available to the entire class and not just individual students.  The intent of extra credit is not to boost a grade for students who have failed to complete all of the required assignments.  Therefore extra credit will only be accepted if you have turned in all assigned work in the quarter.  Bonus points are available on the weekly homework skill sheet (see above).

Absences

Assignments will not be sent home to students if they are absent.  Work missed during the absence will be made up with the teacher by arrangement upon return.  It is the responsibility of the student to complete all make up work in a timely manner and turn it in to the teacher.  Unless otherwise arranged, the number of days missed is the number of days allowed for the make up.  Absences which are unexcused will not be given credit for the work.
Expectations
1. Students are expected to be present and on time.

2. Students are expected to enter class prepared to learn.  You are expected to bring needed materials which include:  folder with notes and worksheets, paper, a pencil, any book we are reading in class, and a self selected book for independent reading.

3. Students are expected to be active participants in the learning process.

4. Students are expected to be respectful of the other students, the teacher, and the property in the room.

5. Students are expected to do their own work.  Students who copy or allow others to copy from them will receive a zero on the assignment and a call home will be made.

6. The teacher is expected to be here and be prepared each day.

7. The teacher is expected to provide an opportunity for students to ask questions and have their questions answered.
8. The teacher is expected to challenge the students and provide curriculum which will cover the core standards and prepare students for future courses.  

Contact Information

Please feel free to contact me by email if you have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at jayne.burger@gc.k12.oh.us.   
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