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The Wolves Are Back by Jean Craighead George; illustrated by Wendell Minor. Dutton Children’s Books. 2008. Unpaged.
SUMMARY 
The Wolves Are Back is a wonderful story about the return of the wolves to Yellowstone National Park.  The story in this picture book tells readers about the killing off of wolves in 48 of the states. The story describes the changes that take place in the ecological systems of Yellowstone National Park once wolves are reintroduced to this environment. The pictures and words in this book are a great depiction of the delicate balance in a natural ecological system.   
AUTHOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Jean Craighead George was born on July 2, 1919 in Washington DC. Her father was an entomologist and her mother loved nature and telling stories. George earned a B.A. from Pennsylvania State University in 1941. She then attended Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, (1941-42) in art, and then pursued graduate studies at the University of Michigan. During WWII she met her John L. George and within four months they were married. Her first six books were written in collaboration with her husband. She and John divorced in 1963. George won her first award in 1958 and her most recent was in 2005, her awards include two Newbery Medals. George’s career spans over 50 years and she has written over 100 books. George currently resides in Chappaqua, NY.

Source for Authors biography;

 http://www.edupaperback.org/showauth2.cfm?authid=29
ILLUSTRATOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Wendell G. Minor was born in Aurora Illinois in 1944. His parents grew up on the farm and imparted to him an appreciated for the simple joys of life. Minor knew he would be an artist by the time he was in the fourth grade. Minor studied art at the Ringling School of Art and Design in Sarasota, Florida. Minor then moved to New York and began creating designs for book publishers; he has created over 2000 cover illustrations. Minor wants to “inspire children to go out into the fields and woods and mountains to see wildlife in its natural habitat, and to give the children a positive perspective about the beauty that abounds in the world.” Minor currently lives in rural Connecticut with his wife and business partner Florence Friedmann Minor, who herself was a former film editor for ABC television.

Source for Illustrators biography;
http://www.minorart.com and http://www.answers.com/topic/wendell-g-minor
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
Language Arts

3rd Grade, 4th Grade, & 5th Grade
RAFTing  Project
RAFT is an acronym used for a teaching process strategy.  

R-Role (role of writer)

A-Audience (to whom or what the RAFT is being written)
F-Form (the form the writing will take, as in letter, song, etc.)

T-Topic (the subject focus of the writing) 

Students will use the RAFT method to write a letter to the wolves telling them why the other animals are glad they are back.

R-Pretend to be the animals that returned or flourished in the valley after the    

wolves returned.

A-The Wolves
F- Letter

T- Topic (Why the other animals are glad the wolves returned?)
Source of RAFTing: Louisiana Department of Education page 14 of Content Literacy Strategy Descriptions by Dr. William G. Brozo.
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/11056.doc.

RAFT
http://www.somers.k12.ny.us/intranet/reading/RAFT.html 
The web site defines parts of the RAFT strategy and it gives examples of RAFTs. 

Reading Strategies 
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ELA/6-12/reading/reading%20Strategies/RAFT.htm  
The Reading Strategies web site defines what a RAFT is and it gives specific examples of each part. 
RAFT:  Role/Audience/Format/Topic  

http://www.tantasqua.org/superintendent/Profdevelopment/etraft2.html 

The RAFT: Role/Audience/Format/Topic web site defines what a RAFT is and how teachers can use this technique. According to this web site information RAFTs can be used in multiple subject areas.  
Science

4th Grade & 5th Grade
· Students could construct food chains relating to the animals in the book, The Wolves Are Back.  Examples of predators would be wolves, bears, badgers, coyotes, etc.  Examples of prey would be ground squirrels, birds, butterflies, dragonflies, fish, etc. The Lantern Fish web site has worksheets that provide ideas for use of vocabulary relating to food chains and food webs. Grade 4 Describe and explain food chains/webs and the directional flow of energy in various ecosystems (e.g., construct a model, drawing, graphic organizer.) GLE 71. SE-E-A2  Grade 5  Construct food chains that could be found in ponds, marshes, oceans, forests, or meadows. GLE 23. LS-M-C2 Describe the roles of producers, consumers, and decomposers in a food chain. GLE LS-M-C2 Explain and give examples of predator/prey relationships. GLE 28. LS-M-C4 
Lantern Fish

http://bogglesworldesl.com/ 

Lantern Fish has printable worksheets concerning a food chain. 

Discovery Education

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/forests/ 

A detailed lesson on forest food webs is available that could be modified and used with The Wolves Are Back.
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
SE=Science and the Environment

LS=Life Science

Source Louisiana Department of Education   http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 
Social Studies

5th Grade

· The student will complete a project about the plight of the wolf in American history. This project can be in the form of a report, power point, poster, expanded timeline, web site or any other format that can be presented to the class orally. The following index contains dozens of sites with information and project ideas for wolves around the world. Grade 5 Construct a timeline of key events in American history. GLE 20. H-1A-M1 Demonstrate an understanding of relative and absolute chronology by interpreting data presented in a timeline. GLE 21. H-1A-M1  Identify the causes, effects, or impact of a given event in American history. GLE 23. H-1A-M2 
http://www.42explore.com/wolves.htm
· A lesson plan is available that “analyzes some of the social and political aspects of wolf relocation.”  A video is available also but teachers are advised to view the video to decide if the hunting scenes are too graphic for their classroom. 
PBS Nova
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4327/preview/
GLE=Grade Level Expectations
H=History

Source Louisiana Department of Education   http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Where were the wolves released into the wild?  What river did the wolves jog by in the story?
2. List the animals that shared food with the wolves at the beginning of the story.

3. What year marked the end of wolves in the forty-eight states of the United States of America? 
4. What year were wolves brought back to the wilderness? Where did the wolves come from originally before they were released into the United States wilderness?  

5. What animals were affected by the wolves’ extinction and reintroduction into the wilderness? 

WEB SITES 

Biography and information sites for Jean Craighead George
http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com 

http://www.edupaperback.org/showauth2.cfm?authid=29
Biography and information sites for Wendell Minor
http://www.minorart.com 

http://www.answers.com/topic/wendell-g-minor
A Top Dog Takes Over

http://www.nwf.org/nationalwildlife/article.cfm?articleId=829&issueId=69
A  Top Dog Takes Over is a National Wildlife Federation website that chronicles the return of the Grey Wolves to Yellowstone National Park.
Wolf

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/wolf.html
Wolf is a site from National Geographic that has wolf facts, pictures, and multimedia presentations.

Endangered Species

http://www.endangeredspecie.com/
This site offers a variety of information on many types of endangered species and includes a section on what kids can do to protect endangered species.
Wise Nature Photos
http://www.wisenaturephotos.com
This site contains photos and art works centered on wolves.
Wolf Conservation Center

http://www.nywolf.org
This site promotes the wolf conservation effort. 

42 Explore

 The Topic: Wolves

http://www.42explore.com/wolves.htm
The following index contains dozens of sites with information and project ideas for wolves around the world.

Shepard’s Software 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/kidscorner/games/foodchaingame.htm 

A food chain game is available at the Shepard’s Software site.
Discovery Education

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/forests/ 

A detailed lesson on forest food webs is available that could be modified and used with The Wolves Are Back.
PBS Nova
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4327/preview/
A lesson plan is available that “analyzes some of the social and political aspects of wolf relocation.”  A video is available also but teachers are advised to view the video to decide if the hunting scenes are too graphic for their classroom. 
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