Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: Counting the EOG in Grades
Frequently Asked Questions


Q:  Why is WS/FCS now using the EOG as part of the grade?

A:  At its October 7, 2010 meeting, the North Carolina State Board of Education (SBE) approved the elimination of the Gateway at grades 3 and 5. The State no longer requires schools to use the end-of-grade scores as a factor for determining promotion decisions. The eliminated state policy required students in grades 3 and 5 to achieve proficiency on the NC End-of-Grade (EOG) Tests in Mathematics and Reading Comprehension in order to be promoted.  Although this policy has been eliminated, students must continue to meet all local promotion requirements. 

At its meeting on February 8, 2011, the WS/FCS Board of Education approved revisions to local policies regarding promotion and retention.  The new policy states:

“Elementary School EOG tests will be used to improve a student’s final grade in the fourth quarter for the subject tested, but will not be used to reduce a student’s grade.”

This policy applies to all students in grades 3, 4, and 5 taking the regular EOG tests in reading and math, as well as science in grade 5. Students on alternate assessments are not subject to this policy.

Q:
I see a percentile rank on my child’s Individual Student Report.  Is that the grade?

A:
No. A percentile rank compares your child’s performance to that of all North Carolina students who took the test in the norming year. The percentile rank is the percentage of students in the norm group that your child performed as well as or better than.  For more information on the percentile rank and the Individual Student Reports, visit http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/policies/uisrs .
Q:  How are the grades constructed?
A:
Letter grades were determined by WS/FCS using similar methodology as NCDPI uses in calculating grades for high school End-of-Course (EOC) subjects.  Specifically, the ‘A’ range reflects approximately the 85th percentile and higher; ‘B’ is approximately the 55th to 84th percentile; ‘C’ is Achievement Level II with 1 standard error of measurement (SEM) to 54th percentile; ‘D’ is the rest of Achievement Level II below 1 SEM; and ‘F’ is Achievement Level I.
Q:
How will it be used as a grade?

A:
If the EOG letter grade is higher than the 4th quarter grade for the respective subject, then that 4th quarter grade will be increased by one letter grade. If the EOG letter grade is the same or lower than the 4th quarter grade in that subject, then no adjustment to the 4th quarter grade is made.
Q:
Will this new policy also be extended to alternate assessments?

A:
No.  Scores from alternate assessments (i.e., NCEXTEND1 or NCEXTEND2) are not subject to this policy.

Q:
If a student takes an alternate assessment for one subject, but the regular EOG for another, will this new policy impact him/her?

A:
The policy is test-specific, not student specific. The student will receive a grade for the subject that was assessed with the regular EOG, but not for the subject assessed on an alternate.

Q:
Does this policy apply to Science in grade 5?

A:
Yes.
Q:
What about students who are absent from testing?

A:
Since no score will negatively impact a grade, absences will not count against the 4th quarter grade.
Q:
How does retesting impact grades?

A:
The higher score of the first administration (original) and retested EOG will be used.

Q:
Can a student who is proficient on the first administration retest to see if they can score higher?

A:
No.  Retesting is still a state policy, and the policy prohibits students who are proficient (Achievement Levels III or IV) from retesting.

Q:
Will this policy apply to LEP students?
A:
Yes, with one exception.  Students who are in their first year at a US school who score below Level 4 Expanding on the W-APT are exempt from taking the reading EOG per State Board of Education policy (GCS-C-021). The same students are required to take the math EOG as well as the science EOG in grade 5, but these scores will not be used as grades.

Q:
Will this policy apply to EC students who take the regular EOG?

A:
Yes.
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