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Welcome to Lore Elementary School!

We certainly hope that you are enjoying your summer.  At Lore School we have been busy preparing for a “New Year” and we hope that you share our excitement about opening the 2011-2012 academic year.
Lore Elementary School, a distinguished National School of Character, provides a special learning environment where all children may thrive academically and socially.  Our strong academic program supports achievement for all learners.  Classroom practices are complemented by our character education program as well as the implementation of Responsive Classroom principles and strategies. 
This year, all district elementary schools will use a six day special subject rotation as well as a new academic master schedule.  Our new schedule provides 75 minutes of math instruction daily as well as a full hour each day for reading and writing.  A 35 minute PRIDE period, (Providing Resources in Daily Education) at each grade level, will offer added intervention/enrichment in literacy and math for all children.  

Professional development opportunities for staff have continued throughout the summer with emphasis on training sessions that support math and literacy instruction.  In the new year, our Professional Learning Communities will continue to enhance teacher effectiveness.  Similarly, instructional collaboration will continue with our co-teaching model in many K-5 classes.
As you plan for the school year, the following information will be helpful:
Our school day begins at 9:00 a.m. and the school day ends at 3:40 p.m.

The Extended Day Program (EDP) continues to be held before and after school (7:00-9:00 a.m. and 3:40-6:00 p.m.)  For registration and cost details please call the EDP extension at x7179.

The Breakfast Program runs daily from 8:15-8:55 a.m. on a drop-in basis, pre-registration is not required.  Only EDP and Breakfast Program students are allowed to enter the building before 8:55 a.m.  Student breakfast costs $1.45.

As there is no supervision prior to 8:50 a.m., students transported by car may not be dropped off before 8:55 a.m.  The front circular drive is closed to traffic between 8:40-9:00 a.m. and 3:30-3:55 p.m. due to bus traffic.  To ensure the safety of our children cars must enter the side parking lot for drop-off and pick-up at the side entrance, near the gym.  Cars cannot be left unattended in the drop-off/pick-up line.  Please park in a designated space if you need to enter the building.
The District/Lore website posts all pertinent information regarding the school/programs/events including the monthly calendar.  It is updated daily with changes, news and announcements.

We are confident that the coming year will be exciting and successful for your child.  The Lore Staff remains committed to providing an environment in which all children learn and grow to their fullest potential.
Sincerely,

Patricia Womelsdorf
Patricia H. Womelsdorf

Lore School Principal
Ewing Township Board Of Education                       
Administration Building

1331 Lower Ferry Rd.

Ewing, New Jersey 08618
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ATTENDANCE- ABSENCES AND TARDIES

Please read the District Attendance Policy available on the district website. All absences must be followed by a written note from a parent/guardian or doctor to school within 10 days stating the reason for the absence in order for the absence to be excused.  
Absences are “excused” for three reasons only: student illness, NJ State approved religious holidays, and a death in the family.   Vacations are not “excused” so please plan accordingly.  Excessive Absence notices are sent, as needed.  
Tardiness is also tracked and letters sent to parents when students are excessively tardy.  Classes begin at 9:00 a.m. Please be sure your child arrives at school before that time.  Tardies are not excused unless a doctor’s note is provided or a parent note provided with the reason for the lateness and it is approved by the principal.  A phone call to 538-9800 ext. 6103 must be received by 9:15 a.m. to notify us that your child will not be attending school or will be arriving late.  Attendance and tardy regulations may be viewed on the district website.
STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE (5500)

Lore School fosters a learning environment of mutual respect and cooperation.  With the help of teachers and parents/guardians, children will assume responsibilities for contributing to a safe and secure school.
For learning to take place, children will be expected to regularly attend school and put forth their best efforts with their daily classroom activities.  Our goal is to provide an environment in which children grow academically, socially, emotionally and culturally.  Therefore, no child will be permitted to interfere with the education of other children.

Lore children will be expected to follow our school code of conduct.  This code states that:

1. STUDENTS WILL COME TO SCHOOL PREPARED TO LEARN.

2. STUDENTS WILL RESPECT PEOPLE AND PROPERTY.

3. STUDENTS WILL BE HONEST AND POLITE.

4. STUDENTS WILL SETTLE DISPUTES PEACEFULLY.

5. STUDENTS WILL SAY “NO” TO ALCOHOL, DRUGS AND TOBACCO


SCHOOL RULES

The following behaviors will be cause for disciplinary action:
1. Inappropriate behaviors:  e.g., pushing, name-calling, teasing, talking back, obscene language or attire.

2. Cheating, lying or stealing

3. Insubordination

4. Fighting

5. Hitting a non-retaliating student

6. Threatening staff or students

7. Vandalism

8. Leaving school grounds without permission

9. Use or distribution of drugs , tobacco and/or alcohol

10. Possession or use of weapons or dangerous instruments.

11. Bullying (in accordance with new state legislation Sept. 2011 – details on district website)

Our Dean of Students, Mr. Jack Byrne, addresses matters related to student behaviors (ext. 6106).  In addition, he serves as the Anti-Bullying Coordinator.
In accordance with district policy, student participation with drugs, alcohol and/or gangs is strictly prohibited.  Any one or more of he following consequences may occur for demonstrating the above behaviors:
Teacher/student conference

Parent/guardian notification

Parent/teacher/student conference with possible counselor intervention

Suspension of privileges

Detention

Referral to Principal or Dean of Students

School Suspension/Expulsion

Awareness of Policies:  All Ewing Township Board of Education policies can be accessed at our web site:  www.ewing.k12.nj.us/Welcome.html   
BIRTHDAY TREATS

If you wish to provide a snack during the usual snack time in the classroom (not during lunch time in the cafeteria) please deliver it to our main office for pick up at a time convenient for the teacher.  Only pre-cut bite-sized items such as cupcakes, brownies are acceptable.  Please provide napkins/plates, if necessary.  Mini-parties are not allowed.  You may also prefer to donate a book to our library in lieu of a treat.

BUS PROCEDURES
Children are due at assigned stops 10 minutes before the arrival time stated on the bus pass.   Buses may arrive at the stop either ten minutes early or late depending on traffic.  Drivers do not wait for children not at the stop, nor can they pick up/drop off at authorized stops.  We ask for your patience as it takes time to develop a consistent bus schedule. This should occur within 2-3 weeks after school begins. Students are assigned seats on their bus by the end of September.  If you have questions about the location/time of the designated stop, call Transportation at 538-9800 ext. 7111.

Riding the bus is a privilege and misbehavior will result in suspension or dismissed from the bus with transportation provided by parents. Bus activity is videotaped and checked to monitor student behavior.  Switching buses is not permitted at any time.  A written note is required when a student is not taking the bus home as usual.  Verbal only arrangements cause confusion to children and school staff.  If a note or phone call is not received, your child will be sent home according to their usual routine regardless of any verbal only arrangement.  If you forget to write a note, call as early in the day as possible.

CALENDARS
News and important events are posted on the district and Lore School websites. Please read them carefully.  Advance events are also posted on the extended calendar. We depend on you to familiarize yourself with the calendar information.  An Instant Alert may be sent if circumstances require, at the discretion of the administration.  


CHANGE OF PHONE NUMBERS/ADDRESS
Notify the main office personnel of any changes in your home/work/cell phone numbers promptly. In the event of an emergency, this information is invaluable and must be kept current.  Also remember to update your own Instant Alert information.  The Central Registration Office at ext. 7180 must be notified of any change of address with proof of residency provided before new transportation arrangements can be made.  Addresses cannot be changed at the school level.
CONFERENCES/ REPORT CARD PERIODS

Report cards are carried home on the following dates.  After review, please sign and return the report card envelope.
November 16, 2011
 February 1, 2012
      April 11, 2012
      June 20, 2012
Conferences with teachers may be initiated by the teacher or parent.  If you have concerns, please call the teacher for a conference appointment.  If there is an immediate problem, it should not wait until formal conference periods.  Contact staff at school by calling their voice mail number or via email.

Formal parent/teacher conferences are held in late November. You will receive further information regarding scheduling.  Parent Notification Slips and other official school communications are sent home periodically to inform you of any difficulties or good news regarding your child.  Please review, sign and return them to school promptly.  Parent/teacher conferences are also scheduled if requested by either a parent or teacher in February each year.  
COUNSELOR
Counseling services, part of the Ewing Township Student Assistance Program, are available.  Mrs. Miriam Rosen is the Elementary Counselor for Lore School students.  She can be reached at ext. 6110.

Elementary counselors may work with children in a variety of settings designed to assist them in their ability to cope with everyday pressures, make healthy choices for their lives, resolve conflicts that arise in relating to others and help in developing the social skills necessary to live productive, happy lives.

Individuals and small groups may discuss such topics as drug and alcohol abuse, values

clarification, self-concept, decision making and coping strategies.  Our counselor may teach whole group lessons on occasion, as needed.

If you have any questions regarding the counseling program, or if you do not want your child to participate, please contact Mrs. Rosen at ext. 6110.

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM
The Extended Day Program is a before and after school child care program from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. each day.  Details are available from the Extended Day Program Office at 538-9800 ext. 7162.  Students must attend EDP on days when they are scheduled to attend unless they are signed out early by an authorized adult in the main office or security desk (no walker/pick up or bus).



FIELD TRIPS
Teachers select chaperones for field trips and confirm arrangements with them.  Please let the teacher know if you would like to be considered as a chaperone.  Parents are assessed a fee for their child’s transportation and admission to the venue, also for themselves if they are a chaperone.


FOOD SERVICES

Lunch/Breakfast menus can be viewed on the school website.  Complete lunches only may be charged to a lunch account (no seconds, ice cream or snacks) but must be repaid the next day.  Please keep sufficient funds in your child’s account to avoid “over charge” notices.    
PayForIt.net can be used to transfer funds from your checking account or by using your credit card, or simply to check your child’s account balance and receive e-mail alerts.  Parents set up an on-line account with the student ID number and a credit card number.  If you do not know your child’s ID number, you can contact the Food Service Office or the Lore Main Office.  There is a fee associated with making on-line payments.  Details can be found on the PayForIt website. Service for the 2010-11 school year will be available around August 20th.  No pre-paid discounts are available.

Lunch periods: twenty minutes to eat and twenty minutes for recess:




Grade
 K–11:05-11:45 
 Grade 1 – 11:25-12:05



Grade    2– 11:45 -12:25
 Grade 3 – 12:30-1:10
   



Grade    4 – 12:05-12:45
 Grade 5 – 12:55-1:35  

Breakfast is served from 8:15 a.m. until 8:50 a.m. every day.     
Prices:    Breakfast $1.45    
Student Hot Lunch $2.45     

Reduced Price - Breakfast $ .30


        Milk/Juice $.55    
Adult Breakfast     $2.05 
  
Reduced Price – Lunch $.40





  
Adult Lunch $3.55

When sending money with your child for his/her lunch account, it is to be in an envelope labeled with their first and last name, teacher and grade. Found monies can only be returned if labeled correctly.

"FORGETFULNESS"
Responsibility is a major focus in the educational process.  Children learn independence by being responsible for items they are capable of remembering.  Therefore, children may not use school phones to request delivery of forgotten sneakers, homework, etc.


HOMEWORK
Homework is a meaningful way to provide reinforcement of skills that are introduced by the teacher in school and an excellent source for parent understanding of how a child is functioning in school.  We ask total cooperation in seeing that all homework is completed and handed in as required. Typical homework involves core book reading, math, spelling, long-term projects, etc.


GRADE

     RANGE OF TIME FOR ASSIGNMENTS 


  
Kdg.


15-30 min/day                
3rd  Gr. 
45-60 min/day   
 

 

1st  Gr.


30-45 min/day
       
4th  Gr.  60-75 min/day         


2nd Gr.


30-45 min/day



5th  Gr.  60-75 min/day


Access the homework hotline by calling 538-9800, then the teacher’s voice mail extension. Teachers update the information daily before leaving the building.  To leave a message for the teacher, wait for the beep following the homework information.

We would appreciate your cooperation in requesting school work only for consecutive multiple absences.   The work must be picked up at the end of the day, not during the school day.  Please do not request assignments in advance due to vacation.  Children can make up work upon their return.


INSURANCE
Accident insurance is not provided by the school district for a student.  Information regarding purchase of an insurance policy is distributed to students on the first day of school and is available throughout the school year.  Please note that broken glasses, lost articles, medical deductibles are not covered by the school district.

INTERVENTION & REFERRAL SERVICES
The I&RS Team includes:




 
School Counselor



Principal 


Dean of Students 



Learning Consultant or School Psychologist


Referring Teacher



Parent/Guardian
The purpose of this team is to review individual student progress and offer strategies for success.  This review process precedes Special Services/Child Study Team testing.  Referral to Special Services is done in compliance with all existing laws and procedures.  Please contact Mr. Jack Byrne, Dean of Students, at 538-9800 ext 6106.  Our Dean of Students is the coordinator of I&RS.
LOST AND FOUND
Please label your child’s clothing with their name for easy identification and return.  The lost 
and found area is in the cafeteria.  We periodically donate unclaimed items to charity.
INSTANT ALERT
Instant Alert is a quick way to communicate with students, parents/guardians and employees with emergency announcements and how to respond properly. It is also used for less urgent announcements.  On the Instant Alert website, parents/guardians can choose which categories/levels of importance announcements they wish to receive.  Parents can add additional forms of communication (email/cell/voicemail/text) as well as additional contacts.  Parents are responsible for keeping all information current. Information given to Instant Alert is confidential and not shared with outside vendors. Further details and a link to Instant Alert can be found on the district website.

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION TO STUDENTS BY SCHOOL NURSE
Pupils are discouraged from bringing medicine to school.  If the child is receiving medication, he/she should under normal circumstances, remain at home.  However, if the family physician advises that the health of the child is such that they could and should attend school and must have medicine administered during school hours, a written notification is required from the private physician on a form provided by the school.  The form may be obtained from the school nurse.  The completed form, with the medication in a prescription bottle and labeled with the name, date and contents must be presented to the school nurse before the nurse can administer the medication to the child. The medication form is to be signed by the parent as well as the child's physician.  Please contact the school nurse to request the form for your doctor. If you have further questions, please call our nurse, Mrs. Craig, at 538-9800-ext. 6125.

SCHOOL SESSIONS - FULL / SINGLE SESSION /DELAYED OPENING/EARLY CLOSING
Classroom instruction begins promptly at 9:00 A.M.  It is important that students arrive on time.  The bell for school entrance is at 8:55 a.m. at which time students enter the building unless they are enrolled in either the Extended Day Morning Program or the Breakfast Program.  Dismissal is at 3:40 p.m.  It is important that students not be picked up early unless necessary. 
Single sessions: (1:40 dismissal) are noted on the district and monthly school calendars which are posted on the website.   The only exception is the last 3 days of school when dismissal is at 1:10. We do not have a dedicated lunch time on those day but healthy snacks are allowed.

Emergency closing:  If school is cancelled for any unexpected reason, it is announced on the greeting message of the main district phone number (538-9800) and an Instant Alert is sent as well as announced on local radio stations listed below.  If no announcement is heard on the district (538-9800) greeting, assume that school will be in session according to the normal schedule.  

WTTM   920 AM

WBUD  1260 AM

WKXW  101.5 FM

WHWH  1350 AM

WBCB  1490 AM

WPST   97.5 FM

Please instruct your child as to a safe procedure to follow if there is an emergency closing and they arrive home before you.  You will receive an Emergency Closing Information Sheet to complete confirming the plan you have made with your child to follow in the event of an unexpected early closing

Delayed opening:  If there is a delayed opening, elementary schools will open at 10:30 a.m., 1½ hours after normal starting time.  An announcement would be made in the same manner as an emergency closing.  Please remember the following in the event of a delayed opening:


1.
Children may not be dropped off early, doors open at 10:25 a.m.  

1.
School bus pick up times will be 1½ hours later than usual (90 minutes).

2.
Lunches will be served in all schools and schedules will be adjusted by the principal.



3.
All schools will be dismissed at the regular time, unless otherwise announced.

4.    There is no EDP when there is a delayed opening

SECURITY RULES 

1. Always report to the security desk or main office when visiting school. 

2. Teachers may not be interrupted by parents, guardians, or visitors while teaching.  Leave any lunch, money, clothing, etc. at the main office. It will be delivered for you. 

3. At dismissal, wait outside of the building to avoid hallway congestion.
4. Children must be signed out by a parent or authorized person, in the office or at the security desk. 

5. Board policy establishes rules for classroom visits; please contact the district web-site for information on policies and regulations.

SPECIAL SUBJECT PROGRAMS
Special Subjects will not occur on the same day of each week due to the new six day rotation schedule implemented this year.
Art





K-5th  -    one 45 minute period weekly

Computer




K-5th  -

one 45 minute period weekly   
Instrumental Music:


4-5th  -

one 40 minute period weekly

Orchestra


       


   one 40 minute period weekly


Physical Education      


K-5th  -   two 45 minute periods weekly
Vocal Music

       



K-5th  -   one 45 minute period weekly

Library


       

4-5 th -
   one 45 minute choir period
Academic Class Enrichment (ACE)          3-5 th  -  2 hours per week

Achievement in Mathematics (AIM) 
 3-5 th  - one 60 minute period per day  
Library

       

Open for book exchange all day, every day except 





Day 5
Speech, Physical Therapy, and Occupational Therapy:
Individual and small groups scheduled as needed and prescribed.

STUDENT RELEASE TO NON-PARENT/GUARDIAN/EARLY PICK UP

If your child will be picked up by someone other than a parent/guardian or a person listed on the Student Contact Information Sheet, we must have prior authorization from you. A note or early phone call must be received stating their identity.  If this will occur on a continuing basis, please add them as an authorized contact person on the Student Contact Information Sheet.  Notification regarding any last minute change of plans must be received as early in the day as possible to avoid confusion to your child as well as to the school staff.

Children must be signed in/out by the parent or designated contact person in the main office or at the security desk.

TEL-SAFE PROGRAM

All absences are verified to ensure the safety of your child.  If your child will be absent or arriving late, phone the Main Office, Mrs. Hullings at 538-9800 ext. 6103, by 9:00 a.m.  If a phone call is not received, you will be called at home or work to verify the absence, so please remember to call.  A written note is still required when the child returns to school even if you have called.


. 
8
9

