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Guiding Theme

	Deepening Teacher Content Knowledge


Inquiry Question


	How do we structure and implement a rule based spelling program that will best enable students to independently and consistently retain and apply spelling strategies?



Process 
	Grade 3 and 4 teachers met to discuss inquiry question. Teachers agreed that retention of current spelling words seemed to be inconsistent. 
Grade 3 teachers decided to create and implement a rule based spelling program at the Grade 3 level, using Fundations.  Grade 3 teachers started by creating a scope and sequence for the year.  We also created 30+ weeks of spelling lists that are formed from the spelling rule for the week. Teachers made activities to be used for homework, morning work, and review weeks such as weekly spelling tests with rule, spelling sentences, spelling story, ABC order, spelling syllabication, spelling sorts, dictionary skills, prefixes/suffixes, singular/plural, proofreading/grammar, parts of speech, and breaking words apart etc.  Teachers also created a beginning, middle, and end of the year spelling assessment.  This program is currently being implemented in grade 3 at Burbank.
Because Fundations does not exist at the 4th grade level, the grade 4 teachers started by doing some research of other potential programs. After researching many other programs, they decided to continue Fundations at the 4th grade level. Grade 3 will leave off at Unit 10 of Fundations. 4th grade teachers will start their year by covering the review weeks from grade 3 then will start at unit 10 and continue for the year.  Grade 4 teachers created a scope and sequence along with spelling lists for next year. 
Our hope is that with the instruction and review of spelling rules, students will be able to retain and remember the spelling words/rules.
 


Findings 
	At the end of our project, we found that students retained spelling words and rules when they are constantly reviewed.  


Recommendations / Next Steps 
	Because Grade 3 created as we implemented we worked out many kinks as we worked. Grade 4 teachers used this year to research and begin creating their program. Future steps for the grade 4 teachers will be to create activities for morning work and homework. They plan to complete these final steps over the 2011 summer so they can fully implement in September 2011. 




