
Good Teachers + Accurate Data = Quality 
Decisions
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National Map

191

• Partners in 50 states and 47  
   countries
• Over 3000 Partner Districts
• Over 4.5 million students 
assessed 



Unique Features



Assessments



Conventional Assessments

Conventional Assessments
How and why are they created? 

 Single Form 
Grade level specific
Fixed, wide-range items
Limited sample
Sort and Rank
External Accountability
Less precise at the two extremes

Beginning Literacy

Adult Reading

5th 

Grade
x X Mario
x

X  Maria

x x

      X   Suzanne

x
x

x

x

x

x
x

x



Bell Curve

Comparing Score Precision of Conventional & Adaptive Test Scores

NWEA Computerized Adaptive Tests 
provide comparatively more 
information for all students; this is 
particularly evident for high and low 
performing students.



RIT (Rasch Unit) Scale

 Equal interval
 Linked to curriculum 
 Achievement scale
 Cross graded 

measurement
 Shows growth over time
 Greater score precision
 Functions like an 

academic ruler Beginning Reading

Adult Reading
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Adaptive Model



Testing Through the 
Eyes of 3 Students

Devon is 
an 
average 
5th grader

Daniel is a 
low 
achieving 
5th grader

Grace is a 
high 
achieving 
5th grader

ALL THREE 
STUDENTS WILL 
TAKE THE MAP 
ASSESSMENT



Bell Curve

Comparing Score Precision of Conventional & Adaptive Test Scores

NWEA Computerized Adaptive Tests 
provide comparatively more 
information for all students; this is 
particularly evident for high and low 
performing students.



Daniel’s Test Pattern



  Grace’s Test Pattern



Devon’s Test Pattern



RIT Scores Aligned to a Learning 
Continuum



DANIEL:
Uses rounding to estimate answers to real-world 
problems involving addition of numbers less than 
100 (whole numbers only)  RIT 184

DEVON:
Uses rounding to estimate answers to real-world 
problems involving numbers 1000 or greater 
with addition and subtraction (whole numbers 
only)*   RIT 207

GRACE:
Uses estimation to solve problems involving 
proportional reasoning (decimals only)   RIT 
232



Balanced Assessment Program to 
Triangulate Data

WKCE-CRT, 
snapshot once a year

CLASSROOM Based 
Assessment:  
Performance , daily, 
weekly, authentic

MAP Standards-Based 
Assessment:  RIT Scores
(Scale), district-wide, 
screening, up to 4 times 
a year

Student 
Achievement 

How do they 
rank?

What is the instructional 
level?

How do they perform on the
curriculum?





What Does A MAP Test Look Like?



Students finds 
computer showing 
his/her name on the 
screen.

Then waits for 
directions and clicks on
the “Start Test” button 
when prompted.

Opening Page

Starting Page



This is a sample math item. 
The students can work the  
problem on scratch paper 
and click on the best answer.

Once they have chosen their 
answer, they click on the 
“Go on” button at the bottom
of the screen.

Sample Test Page



This is another sample math item. 

Notice the calculator at the bottom. It 
will appear for some items. The student 
will use it just like a regular calculator, 
only they click on the buttons  with the 
mouse instead of pressing them with 
their finger.

Sample Test Page



This is a sample reading item. 

Students read the passage and 
select the best response.

They then click the “Go on” 
button to move to the next item.

Sample Test Page



Some reading items have scroll bars on 
the passage. Students must move the 
scroll bar down to see the entire passage 
by using the mouse.

Sample Test Page



Sample Assess Closing Pg

Sandy Bartlett



Classroom Resources



 Lexile measure represents the level at which students can read at 75% comprehension 

Uses
 Student’s instructional level linked to comprehension 
 Choose appropriate reading materials
 Create theme units with appropriate reading materials for every child
 Purchase books for school and classroom libraries
 Pathfinders for every child

Lexile Scores in Reading 



LexileNWEA 
RIT

} Instruction (+50)

 75% Comprehension

} Independent (-100)
538L

638L

688L
202

Breakdown of Lexile 
Range

Breakdown of Lexile Range



688L

538L

LexileNWEA 
RIT

202 638L

The student has a RIT of 
202 and a 638 Lexile. 
She can read text that 
extends 50L above and 
100L below her Lexile 
score.  
Her teacher would search 
for books that Lexile 
between 588L and 638L.

NWEA aligned Lexile 
scores



Lexile Report



Lexile Rpt



Class Breakdown by RIT

Class Breakdown by RIT



By RIT



By DesCartes



Goal Breakdown by RIT 
Band

Goal by RIT Band



DesCartes



DC con’t





Analytical Tools



Teacher Reports 



Parent Reports



Graphs for Easy 
Interpretation



Teacher View – Class Overview

Proficiency Descriptors



Principal landing pg



Grade by RIT



Goal by RIT



District Summary Rpt



Professional Dev



NWEA Workshop Continuum

•MAP Administration/Implementation

• Stepping Stones to Using Data

• Climbing the Data Ladder

• Growth and Goals

•  Knowledge Academy

•  Customized Workshops



State-Aligned

Subjects – Math, Reading, Language usage; 
   also Science, MAP for Primary Grades and 

Spanish math

NOTE: Math includes Algebra I, II, Geometry         
                      Integrated Math I – II (End-of-Course)

NWEA Tests Available



 Start-up costs: (one time cost ranging from $1500-3700) 
Tests
Support Materials 
Training (Administration/Implementation Workshop)

 Annual MAP licenses: (yearly license fee)
< 50%$13.50
50% to 65% $13.00
> 65%$12.50

License Options / Costs



End

Ron Dougall, Ed.D.

ron.dougall@nwea.org

763-792-6682  Office


