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Next week we welcome six Westford Academy interns!  They have chosen to complete their Senior Capstone Project at our special school.  While they get some real world experience before heading off to college or the work force, staff and students benefit from this productive partnership.  The following seniors (5 former Nab Stars) will be with us from April 8th -May 21st:
· Sarah Wilsack – Ms. Rosenthal

· Lauren Stefano – Mrs. Heller

· Madison Baumgartel – Mrs. Veseskis

· Anna Bryce – Ms. Barth

· Blayde Tremblay – Ms. Telles (Mon., Tues., Wed.), Mr. Weston (Thurs., Fri.)
· Matalyn Dunn-Benson – She will design and paint a mural in the hallway between the music room and the gym.
Don’t forget the Field Day t-shirts can be ordered online.  The Revolution Creek link opened on March 25th.  The student t-shirts can be ordered until April 12th.  

https://revolutioncreek.com/products/nabnasset-field-day-youth-shirts-gildan-g2000b
Staff members are appreciative of the new PTO sponsored mini grants.  Last month was the second and final round for this school year.  Nine proposals were funded for a total of $1,663.24.   Here is a quick summary of the approved grants:

· 24 single copies of leveled reading books - $132.00

· Half Pint Skillastics - $123.00

· Headphones with microphones - $200.00

· Sensory Path - $455.00

· Mindfulness books and activity cards - $203.83

· LessonPix online tool and guided reading books - $148.00

· Picture books on diversity - $136.06

· STEM supplies and storage cart - $172.95

· 6 Sensory Wobble Cushions - $92.40

I hope your family can enjoy a slower pace during the April vacation week (April 15-19).  Often when children sense they have unhurried, focused time with a parent, they ask questions and share information they might not otherwise discuss.  
Information Night
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On Thursday, April 10th, parents of current kindergarten and pre-first students are invited to attend an informational presentation to learn about the multi-age and traditional first grade classrooms.  During this presentation, an overview of the curriculum and intervention programs will be shared.  A question and answer session will follow.  Please mark your calendars, and join us in the cafeteria at 6:30PM.  If you are unable to attend and would like handouts, please call the office.
Have You Heard That… 
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· more after school clubs are starting soon?  Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. McCusker are planning the second grade Fun with Literacy Club.  Next week Mrs. Maguire and Ms. Navarro look forward to the Fitness Club with kindergarten, pre-first, and first grade students.  Mrs. D’Amelia will facilitate the Yearbook Club next month.  Ms. Brodsky met with the second grade students for the first Nature, Animals and the Environment Club session on Monday.  

· the PTO sponsored Nab School apparel can be purchased on the Revolution Creek website?  www.revolutioncreek.com
· over 200 families have signed up to join the Fairy Tale Themed Family Literacy Night on Thursday, April 4th?
· Mrs. Osborn is working with first and second grade students on coding in technology class?  Every student has an account under their teacher’s name on www.code.org.  The curriculum links page on the Nabnasset website has a link to each class.  Look for “Nabnasset Hour of Code.”  If you have any questions or if your child forgets his/her password, please email Mrs. Osborn at kosborn@westfordk12.us.

· we continue to collect gently used shoes?  The donated shoes are shipped by ShoeBox Recycling for resale and reuse all around the world.  If you want to see where your shoes go, you can place a simple note in the shoes and trace their path through the SoulMate program.  For more information visit:  www.shoeboxrecycling.com.

· Mrs. Heller’s class leads the way with Upcycling?  During community meetings they motivate us to turn trash into cash by collecting chip bags, granola wrappers, juice pouches, markers, and highlighters.  We also accept toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes, and dental floss containers.  The items are sent to TerraCycle to be “upcycled” into new products such as backpacks and pencil cases.  Every classroom has an upcycle bucket.  Our last check from TerraCycle was for $200.00!
Upcoming Events
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April 3

Early Release (12:20PM) for Professional Development

April 4

Fairy Tale Themed Family Literacy Night – 6:30PM
April 5

Community Meeting 

April 10
First Grade Information Night – 6:30PM

April 15-19
Vacation Week

April 25
Second Grade Bingo for Books – 6:30PM

April 30
Advisory Council Meeting – 4:30PM
Please be aware that an events calendar is posted on the Nabnasset School website.
Abbot School Testing Schedule[image: image5.jpg]chedules




Abbot School students have started the MCAS assessments.  The testing period runs from April 1- May 24, including make –up days.  To give you an idea of what is to come for your children, the schedule is below:


ELA


Math


Science/Tech/Engineering
Grade 3
April 1,2

May 2,3

N/A

Grade 4
April 4,5

May 6,8

N/A

Grade 5
April 8,9

May 14,15

May 20,21
Want To Feel More Connected To Your Kids?
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Unconditional acceptance is what all children need. But how do parents give it while still setting limits and ensuring family balance? Based on her book Confident Parents, Remarkable Kids: 8 Principles For Raising Kids You’ll Love To Live With, Bonnie Harris’ approach helps parents connect even in the toughest times, and guides them through problem solving to be accountable for their actions – all without punishment or blame. And regain the authority and the confidence all children want and need parents to have. 
 

Bonnie Harris is an experienced, world-class parenting expert and child behavior specialist. She engages her audience with story and humor, and helps adults understand children’s behavior and what children need in order to thrive both at home and at school. Bonnie’s presentation is being hosted by the Westford Parent Connection and is free and open to the public, due to the generosity of the organization’s sponsors. The talk is being held Tuesday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m. at the Stony Brook Middle School, 9 Farmer Way, Westford, MA. Copies of Bonnie’s books will be available for purchase the evening of the event. For more information about Bonnie, go to https://bonnieharris.com/. For details about the Westford Parent Connection, go to https://www.westford.org/wpc/ or contact Mary Anne Seraphin at mary.anne.seraphin@gmail.com.
 

