Classroom Notes for Room 30 

Week of August 19-23, 2019
Monday is Day #5 of our five-day specials schedule.   Each student was assigned to a color-named team.     (At MGES, our five-day rotation continues and picks up the next special subject after school days off from school.  Our 4th grade classrooms mix together for each of the color teams.) 
	MGES Freedom Springs Party! RT @mgpto: Join the MG PTO for a FREE Back to School Pool Party at Freedom Springs on 8/23 7-9pm! We hope to see you there! https://t.co/kZ… 



	

	


Transportation- Very important: The office must have Transportation information from every student, as well as the plans for Emergency Dismissal.  Something tells me that the list I sent last week wasn’t the latest.  
REQUIRED daily afternoon transportation form - 

arrival and dismissal procedures 2019-20 - Google Docs.pdf -familiarize your family with these procedures prior to 8/6

REQUIRED Emergency Dismissal form - 

EARLY RELEASE ON WEDNESDAY- The students will be released at 3:00 on Wednesdays.  Teachers will be part of professional development at that time. 
Pearson and Classroom Google- Students will be doing work through Pearson and Classroom Google.  I hope that I can soon offer a clear directions to have you see your child’s responses.  Some of the responses are used as scores in Skyward.  The students are always better than I am with these kinds of things.
Supplies- I have had to ask the students to take home a big part of the supplies that grade 4 had requested due to our limited storage.  I have asked them to keep the (48?) pencils in a bin in a bag and to use them frugally.  I want to mention that there are several students who are not bothering to pick up their pencils, even when I have gone around the room at the end of the day before dismissal and asked specifically for students to pick them up.  On Friday, there were at least 11 barely used pencils on the floor after dismissal.  I hope you will have a talk about caring for property with your child, if you have a feeling that your child might be one that is being wasteful.  
Classroom Dojo- Students took home a notice with information to allow you to link to our Classroom Dojo.  I will use this mostly for a positive component of our discipline plan.  Students can earn a reward with (probably 5) Dojo points and will be able to eat in the classroom at times.   
Friday, August 30th is PICTURE DAY!   Lifetouch Studios will be here on Monday, Friday, August 30tt to take pictures. 

Website- I will post this message on our classroom website each week.  Just click on the ‘Teacher Webs’ in parent resources to find our classroom.  I will try to update the pictures soon!
Skyward Grades- A few grades have now been entered into Skyward.  If you aren’t able to log in, I understand that the MGES office will need to help you.  Please let me know about scores that don’t look correct to you or any other Skyward issues.  There have been several times that buttons were accidentally click or unclicked.  I am often pretty bleary-eyed when I enter the scores, and I don’t want to cheat anyone out of points.  The screens I see are not the same as your screens.  I suggest that you keep a pile of each nine week’s scored (With a percentage and/or a letter grade) assignments in a drawer until the nine week grades appear.  
Parent Volunteers- We have had several parents express interest in helping in our classroom.  What a blessing!  Before long, I will send an email with a calendar listing some morning and afternoon times that we can use helpers.  Volunteers may find that other things come along after they have ‘committed’ to help.  Don’t ever worry about that.  Please just let me know, and we will hit you up again on the next calendar!  Current Background checks are necessary this year if you are chaperoning a trip or working with students away from the teacher. Look for information on the MGES website.  (Cost for this more extensive check is $12.95)  I usually hope to have my volunteers work directly with children, but there are times when parents have had to help me with MY clerical work, etc.  
Math- Students take a 25 problem test each morning, beginning with addition facts through 12+2.  
EL#1- Read and write whole number up to 1,000,000.  Use words, models, standard form and expanded form to represent and show equivalent forms of whole numbers up to 1,000,000.

-Review Lesson 1.1, pp. 5-10: Numbers through One Million

-Review Lesson 1.2, pp. 11-16: Place Value Relationships 
-Lesson 1.3: Compare Whole Numbers 

Most weeks will do a ‘Spiral Review.’  I mark the errors with colored dots, and the students correct them and return the paper over and over again.  I keep the papers when they are 100%.  The more times they turn the paper in, the better their score may be.  All are due for a grade on Friday at 9:00 AM.  Please help your child to remember to correct the errors and turn the papers in as quickly as possible.   
If students can log into to the IXL accounts through the Center Grove sites, you can see the expectations of the numeration work we are doing.  Also, all PEARSON texts should be available to them from the website.  

Spelling- Expect changes from the plans we have now.  We have changed our spelling this year.  
Spelling- Pretest of Unit 1, Week 1 (Short Vowels VCCV) 
· Students may choose to extra take challenge words on the final test.  Correctly spelled Challenge Words add one point to final score.

· Students with perfect score will only need to test on the 5 challenge words.
· Link to list below… 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CZLSCRHFqzARaJCOazLbVTMyRzQvzeEIh12WdAHCQ4U/edit?usp=sharing 
 Reading- NWEA TESTING on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
-NWEA Testing on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

-Read Scholastic News

-Social Studies Leveled Readers

-Practice Book Talk (Due August 30th) Not for a score this time.

Social Studies- We will usually alternate between either one science or social studies unit.  We will begin with Social Studies Unit 1: Indiana’s Geography  

-Lesson 1, pp. 12-9: Land and Water

-Lesson 2, pp. 10-15: Regions and Resources

-Lesson 3, pp. 18-23: Indiana Connections 

We have used Google Forms for a review of the lessons.  Students may (and NEED to) use their text to find the answers.  
Language- 
-Declarative/Interrogative Sentences (Students used the terms Statements/Questions last year.) 
-The Writing Process: Brainstorming/Rehearsing; First Draft; Revise Writing; Editing; Publishing Writing
Thank you!  
