Grade 4 Language Arts Benchmark Map

                                 Semester 1

                                                           Semester 2










Word Recognition, Word Analysis, and Reading Fluency


1. Read unfamiliar complex and multi-syllable words.


2. Read aloud with fluency, accuracy, and appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression.





Literature


1.  Read and listen to American Literature and Literature from other countries.


2. Identify, describe, and respond to story elements of characterization, plot, setting and theme.


3. Be able to respond to literature, support reactions and make literary connections.


4.  Read a variety of fiction, poetic and non-fiction text for personal enjoyment.


 





Handwriting


1. Write legibly, in both print and cursive





Elements of Composition


1. Continue same skills as Semester 1     


And:


2. Write a topic sentence.


3. Create informative reports, including gathering material, organizing information, and editing for logical progression.


4. Use composing processes that include: prewriting,  drafting  revising, editing,  publishing


5. Use verbalization (discussions, interviews, and brainstorming) to prepare for writing.





Vocabulary Expansion


1. Acquire, understand, and use new vocabulary 


2. Use context and word structure to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.


3. Use dictionaries and glossaries to understand the meaning of new words.





Grammar and Usage


1. Compose complete sentences when writing.


2. Use correct grammar when writing -  verb tense, adverbs, subject and verb agreement and possessive pronouns


3. Use correct punctuation in writing - apostrophes, capitalization of proper nouns, sentence beginnings, commas in a series,  abbreviations and quotation marks





Types of Writing


1. Write in a variety of modes to express meaning, including: narrative, descriptive, friendly letter, thank you note





Elements of Composition


1. Create multiple paragraph compositions that includes: 


a. correct paragraph indentation


b. introductory paragraph formulating a thesis


c. supporting evidence upholding thesis


d. a concluding paragraph as a summary


2. Consider audience in composing texts.





Grammar and Usage


1.  Continue same skills as Semester 1     





Types of Writing





1. Write in a variety of modes to express meaning, including:  informative, persuasive and poetic





 





Spelling


1. Able to spell frequently used words and common homophones.





Comprehension


1. Read aloud grade appropriate text with accuracy and comprehension.


2. Prepare for reading using appropriate skills.


3. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 


4. Summarize and paraphrase what is read.


5. Infer and identify main idea and determine relevant details in non-fiction text.


6. Able to monitor comprehension and use strategies to self-correct when needed.                                                 7.  Distinguish fact from opinion, determine cause and effect, and draw conclusions                                                               








Literature


1.  Read and listen to American Literature and Literature from other countries.


2. Identify, describe, and respond to story elements of characterization, plot, setting and theme.


3. Be able to respond to literature, support reactions and make literary connections.


4.  Read a variety of fiction, poetic and non-fiction text for personal enjoyment.


 





Comprehension


1.  Read aloud grade appropriate text with accuracy and comprehension.


2. Prepare for reading using appropriate skills.


3. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 


4. Summarize and paraphrase what is read.


5. Infer and identify main idea and determine relevant details in non-fiction text.


6. Able to monitor comprehension and use strategies to self-correct when needed.                                                 7.  Distinguish fact from opinion, determine cause and effect, and draw conclusions                                                               8. Demonstrate relationships between ideas or events in the text using graphic organizers.                                                    9. Follow multiple step directions.                      10. Compare and contrast information on the same topic from two sources    











Spelling


1. Able to spell frequently used words and common homophones.                  2. Spell roots, suffixes, prefixes, and syllable constructions correctly.





Vocabulary Expansion


1. Continue same skills as Semester 1





Handwriting


1. Write legibly, in both print and cursive





Word Recognition, Word Analysis, and Reading Fluency


1. Continue same skills as Semester 1





Research


1.  Locate information in various reference materials including dictionaries, glossaries, encyclopedias, and the Internet.








