
Exploring The New Jersey 
Dyslexia Handbook: 
A Guide to Early Literacy 
Development & 
Reading Struggles

Session 2



Universal Screening - NJTSS



● Screening for all K-3 students in the beginning, middle, and end of school 
year; regardless of student performance

● Identifies students at-risk for future reading failure and in need of Tier 2 or 3 
interventions

● Provides information regarding the effectiveness of the Tier 1 core instruction
● Provides information on skill-specific needs relative to the 5 components of 

reading: phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension

Universal Screening - NJTSS



Universal Screening

Kindergarten:

Phonological Awareness

Rapid Automatic Naming

Sound-Letter Identification

Phonological Memory

First Grade:             

Phonemic Awareness

Rapid Automatic Naming

Sound-Letter Identification

Phonological Memory

Oral Vocabulary

Word Recognition Fluency

Oral Reading Fluency (Middle of Year)

Second Grade:

Word Reading

Real and Nonsense Words

Oral Reading Fluency

Reading Comprehension

Family History of Reading Disorder or Dyslexia



Activity:
Choosing Your Screening Tools

● Classification Accuracy
● Predictive Validity

⇨ TOOL: Selecting A Universal Screener

⇨ TOOL: NJTSS Screening Mapping 
                 and Analysis

⇨ TOOL: NJTSS Screening Action Plan



Developmental
Reading Disabilities

70-80% 10-15%



Early Dyslexia Screening

Kindergarten through Grade 2:

● Universal screening data
● Continuum of phonological awareness skills
● More thorough look at word recognition skills

including decoding and encoding (spelling) skills
● Oral reading fluency (accuracy and rate)
● Oral vocabulary skills compared to written vocabulary skills



Dyslexia Screening

Third Grade and Beyond:

● Review of district benchmark and statewide assessments
● Oral reading fluency (accuracy and rate)
● Encoding (spelling) skills 
● Listening comprehension skills compared to reading 

comprehension skills



Progress Monitoring

The student’s response to intervention:

● Progress should be monitored frequently, at least monthly, but
ideally weekly or biweekly (Fuchs & Fuchs, 2006)

● Should be monitored with age appropriate measures

● Should be measured in comparison to set goals, with 
scores plotted on a line graph, and data analyzed based 
on national norms when available



Activity: 
Establish A Screening Process

⇨ TOOL: Screening for Dyslexia Flowchart

⇨ TOOL: Potential Indicators of Dyslexia Checklist



Thank You!
Reminder: Complete the 
activities included here and then
tune in for Session 3


