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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Capitol Building 6, Room 353

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia

April 11, 2018
I.

Call to Order


Following the welcome, Pledge of Allegiance, and introductions, President Thomas W. Campbell called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 10:10 a.m. on April 11, 2018, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  


The following members were present:  President Campbell, Vice President David G. Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck (via telephone), Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale (via telephone), Joseph A. Wallace (via telephone), and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.
II.

Delegations

Ms. Carolyn Arritt, citizen of Fayette County, addressed the Board regarding state testing and consideration of lost instructional time when results are released.
III.

Approval of Agenda


President Campbell called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  

IV.

Beyond Standards and Testing:  Human Interaction and 


Learning Beyond the Classroom

Mr. Robert Calhoun, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education, Kanawha County Schools, and Ms. Melissa Lilly, Esq., Legal Aid of West Virginia, Inc., distributed and presented information regarding the Lawyer in the School program.  This onsite family legal assistance program targets legal problems to reduce homelessness, hunger, access to healthcare, and custodial instability.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment P.)
V.

Superintendent Report


Superintendent Paine, assisted by Ms. Michele Blatt (distributed information), Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, and senior staff in the WVDE Offices of Data Management and Information Systems, Infrastructure and Network Operations, and Technology Administration, provided an overview of office responsibilities and functions.  Following the overview, staff members from the three offices were introduced.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Q.)
VI.

Consent Agenda


Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.   Upon the call for the question the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through H.) 

· Approved March 14, 2018 minutes  (Attachment A)
· Received West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) personnel matters  (Attachment B)
· Approved an amended Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage policy for Taylor County Schools (Attachment C)
· Received notice of Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage Affidavits from Berkeley, Boone, Calhoun, Fayette, and Kanawha County Schools, West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, and WVDE Office of Diversion and Transition Programs
· Approved the Monongalia County Board of Education's request for an amendment to its 2010-2020 CEFP to include the replacement of the fluid cooler, water source heat pumps, boilers, fire alarm, and other related equipment associated with the renovation of the HVAC system at Suncrest Middle School (Attachment D)
· Approved the Roane-Jackson Technical Center's request for an amendment to its 2010‑2020 CEFP to include the replacement of the existing roof on Building D, the water treatment plant, the drain and sewer lines beneath the service yard, and the construction of new classrooms in Buildings B & C (Attachment E)
· Approved Fairmont State University's addition of a Teacher‑in‑Residence Program with Taylor County (Attachment F)

· Approved an amendment to the general education alternative certification program for Kanawha County in partnership with RESA 3 to include the following endorsements: English 5‑AD, Elementary Education K-6, Chemistry 9‑Adult, Biology 9-Adult, Physics 9-Adult, Earth Science 5-Adult, Mathematics 5-9 and 5-Adult, General Science 5-9 and 5-Adult, Spanish PreK-AD and 5-AD and 5-9, French PreK-AD and 5-AD, German PreK-AD and 5-AD, and Chinese PreK-AD and 5-AD (Attachment G)
· Approved an amendment to the special education alternative certification program for Kanawha County in partnership with RESA 3 to include the following endorsements: Multi-Categorical K-6 and 5-AD, Autism PreK-PreK and K‑6 and 5-AD  (Attachment H).
VII.

Superintendent Report  (Continued)

Superintendent Paine advised that he has offered the following topics to Delegate Paul Espinosa, Chair of House Education, for consideration of comprehensive study during legislative interims:  1) school aid formula and finance, 2) mathematics student achievement, and 3) thirteenth year/advanced credentials.  Superintendent Paine requested Dr. Kathy D'Antoni, Associate State Superintendent, Division of Technical Education and Governor's Economic Initiatives, provide an update (PowerPoint attached) regarding state agency partnerships and job opportunities.  Dr. Lou Maynus (distributed information), Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, provided information regarding Let's Read WV Day.  Mr. Vitale departed the meeting.  Ms. Vickie Baker (distributed information/PowerPoint attached), Coordinator, WVDE Office of Assessment, provided an overview of 2017 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results.   (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment R). 
VIII.
Break

President Campbell called for a break for lunch at 11:48 a.m.

IX.
Call to Order
 
President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 1:29 p.m.  Mr. Rotruck joined the meeting; Mr. Vitale departed the meeting; and. Mr. Wallace was absent. 
X.

Superintendent Report  (Continued)


The NAEP report continued.  It was requested that information be provided to members  regarding:  1) research on how parent educational levels affect poverty and student achievement; 2) definitions of the levels of performance and how they vary from assessment to assessment; 3) basic aid per pupil costs excluding retirement and PEIA benefits; and 4) comparison of how West Virginia compares with other low poverty states. 
XI.

Amendment - Cabell County Board of Education 



Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP)

Mr. Terry Harless, Chief Financial Officer, WVDE Office of Finance and Administration, and Mr. Ryan Saxe, Superintendent, Cabell County Schools, presented an amendment to Cabell County's 2010-2020 CEFP to remove the closure and/or consolidation of Davis Creek, Hite-Saunders, Meadows, Nichols, and Ona elementary schools for the Board's consideration.  

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the amendment be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment I.)  Mr. Wallace joined the meeting.            

XII.

Policy 2444.4, Issuance of the State of West Virginia 



High School Equivalency Diploma and Option Pathway

Dr. D'Antoni presented the placement of Policy 2444.4 on public comment for the Board's consideration.  Policy 2444.4, formerly titled Issuance of the State of West Virginia High School Equivalency Diploma, is recommended for repeal and replacement to clarify procedures for acquiring a high school equivalency diploma, the implementation of an Option Pathway in the High School/Mountaineer ChalleNGe Academy (MCA), and the use of High School Equivalency Assessment for credit recovery.  Mrs. Sullivan requested clarification regarding the repeal and replacement of policies.  Following discussion, Superintendent Paine indicated the practice of repealing and replacing polices would be reviewed in consideration of concerns issued by members.  


Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Flanagan seconded, that Policy 2444.4 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment J.)          

XIII.

Policy 2322, West Virginia Accountability System


Ms. Blatt presented the placement of Policy 2322 on public comment for the Board's consideration.  Policy 2322, formerly titled Standards for High Quality Schools, is recommended for repeal and replacement to include the accountability system outlined in the State's Consolidated Plan for the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (1965) as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA 2015).  The United States Department of Education approved this accountability system on January 10, 2018.  The new accountability system will be applied to all public schools in the state beginning with performance data from the 2017-2018 school year and will provide public reporting on school performance in each of the indicators described in this policy through a balanced scorecard.  Superintendent Paine indicated that this policy would be brought back before the Board in early fall to include facets beyond what is required by ESSA.  Mr. Vitale joined the meeting.

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 2322 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment K.)  

XIV.

Policy 4320, Policies of Operation Manual Child Nutrition Programs


Ms. Blatt presented the repeal of Policy 4320 for the Board's consideration. Policy 4320 is recommended for repeal as an internal operations manual is being developed by the Office of Child Nutrition as a reference tool. Policy 4321.1, Standards for School Nutrition, was revised and adopted in 2017 and addresses standards for school nutrition.  Ms. Blatt verified that the operations manual will be available and effective July 1, 2018, and will provide an update regarding the status of the operations manual at future meetings.

Following discussion, Mrs. Sullivan moved, and Mr. Perry seconded, that Policy 4320 be repealed, and that an operations manual be effective, July 1, 2018.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment L.)   

Policy 2444.4, Issuance of the State of West Virginia 

XV.

Policy 2340, West Virginia Measures of Academic Progress

Dr. Maynus presented the placement of Policy 2340 on public comment for the Board's consideration. Policy 2340 is recommended for repeal and replacement to incorporate changes to W. Va. Code that no longer require the state to administer statewide assessments to students in grades 9 and 10.  Students in grade 11 will be administered the SAT School Day as the high school accountability exam. Instead of receiving a science score in grade 10, students now will receive an Analysis of Science score in grade 11 as part of the SAT School Day. WVDE will no longer administer a retake of the college- and career-readiness test administered in grade 11 to seniors who did not meet the acceptable benchmark scores in grade 11.  Dr. Vaughn Rhudy, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Assessment, addressed questions regarding the policy and testing procedures and considerations.  It was suggested that mathematics programs of study at institutions of higher education be reviewed.

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 2340 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously. (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment M.)   
XVI.
Break

President Campbell called for a break at 2:48 p.m.

XVII.
Call to Order
 
President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 3:02 p.m.  President Campbell recognized Mr. David Roach, Executive Director, School Building Authority of West Virginia, who provided brief remarks.  Due to a technical difficulty Mr. Rotruck and Mr. Wallace were unable to rejoin the meeting.
XVIII.

Policy 2520.5, West Virginia College- and Career-Readiness



Standards for Wellness Education

Dr. Maynus presented the placement of Policy 2520.5 on public comment for the Board's consideration.  Policy 2520.5, formerly titled Next Generation Health Education 5-12 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, is recommended for repeal and replacement  to incorporate Policy 2520.6, 21st Century Physical Education 5-12 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, Policy 2520.55, 21st Century Wellness PreK-4 Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, and the levels of Wellness Education to be defined at each grade level (with the exception of high school). The proposed changes will allow for counties to promote wellness concepts that will help improve student learning.  Mr. Josh Grant, Coordinator, WVDE Office of Middle/Secondary Learning, addressed questions regarding the amended policy.

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Policy 2520.5, inclusive of the repeal of Policies 2520.6 and 2520.55, be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Mc.)   
XIX.

Policy 2520.9, West Virginia College- and


Career-Readiness Standards for the Arts


Dr. Maynus presented the placement of Policy 2520.9 on public comment for the Board's consideration.  Policy 2520.9, formerly titled 21st Century Dance Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, is recommended for repeal and replacement to incorporate Policy 2520.10, 21st Century Music Education Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, Policy 2520.11, 21st Century Theatre Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, and Policy 2520.12, 21st Century Visual Art Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools, and the levels of general Visual Art and Music to be defined as grade bands, K-2, 3-5, and 6-8 instead of individual grade levels. The proposed changes will allow counties to promote art concepts that will help improve student learning.


Following discussion, Mr. Flanagan moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 2520.9, inclusive of the repeal of Policies 2520.10, 2520.11, and 2520.12, be placed on public comment for 30 days. Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  Members participating by telephone will be informed of the action regarding Policies 2520.5 and 2520.9.    (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment N.)   Mr. Rotruck and Mr. Wallace rejoined the meeting. 
XX.

Public Employees Insurance Agency (PEIA)

Mr. Ted Cheatham, Director of PEIA, addressed the Board regarding PEIA coverage, current and future premiums for actives and retirees, provided his understanding of Governor Justice's charge to the PEIA Task Force.   
XXI.

Policy 6200, Handbook on Planning School Facilities

President Campbell led a discussion regarding the amendment of Policy 6200, shared comments he has received regarding the policy, and requested general direction from members so that work could proceed in amending the policy.  Following discussion it was decided that a work session be scheduled to take up Policies 6200 and 6204; the work session was tentatively scheduled for April 23 at 9:00 a.m. in Charleston.  Mr. Wallace departed the meeting.
XXII.

WVBE Personnel Matters Inclusive of



Possible Employment of Administrators for the



West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind and


Update in Keller v. West Virginia Board of Education, et al.

Executive Session

Mr. Perry moved that the Board enter into Executive Session as provided in W. Va. Code §6‑9A‑4(b)(2)(A) [personnel exception] and/or §6-9A-4 [matters involving attorney‑client privilege per Peters v. County Commission, 205 W. Va. 481 (1999)] to discuss personnel matters and to receive an update in Keller v. West Virginia Board of Education, et al.  Mr. Flanagan seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  The Board moved into executive session at 4:23 p.m.  
XXIII.

Return from Executive Session

President Campbell announced that the Board had returned from executive session at 5:20 p.m. with no action taken and called for a motion to approve the Board's personnel attachment.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Flanagan seconded, that the Board's personnel attachment be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously. (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment O.) 


President Campbell called for motions regarding the employment of administrators for the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind. 

Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Mark Gandolfi be employed as the Superintendent of Administration of the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind at an annual salary of $116,000.00, effective April 12, 2018, to serve at the will and pleasure of the West Virginia Board of Education.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.

Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Jamie Vittorio be employed as the Chief Academic Officer of the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind at an annual salary of $97,000.00, effective April 12, 2018, to serve at the will and pleasure of the West Virginia Board of Education.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
XXIV.

WVBE Updates

Mr. Flanagan suggested students be invited to future meetings to provide presentations.  Mr. Perry suggested Mr. Flanagan provide a list of suggested invitees. 
XXV.

Items for Future Meetings


Mr. Hall requested a presentation at the June meeting regarding school safety and Mrs. Sullivan requested a presentation regarding school nutrition at a future meeting.  

XXVI.

Future Meetings


A tentative meeting was scheduled for April 23 at 9:00 a.m.; the next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held May 9, 2018, in Grant County, West Virginia.
XXVII.
Adjourn


President Campbell called for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Flanagan seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was unanimously carried; the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 



Minutes approved by the Board on May 9, 2018.


______________________________________________






Thomas W. Campbell, President



______________________________________________






David G. Perry, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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