Course Syllabus: Psychology

2010-2011

Teacher:  Mr. Craig Combs
Email Address: Craig.Combs@Montgomery.kyschools.us 
Phone: (859) 497-8765 (school); (606) 723-1091 (home)
Subject Area:  Psychology

Grade:  11-12

Prerequisite: None

Description:  This course examines the relationship of psychology to other sciences; general principles of learning; understanding of behavior and the way behavior develops; explore the subject of personality; physical bases of personality-heredity and environment; biological influences on behavior; sensation and perception; adjustment of one’s social environment dealing with problems of frustration and conflict, and desirable and undesirable ways of dealing with problems.

Course Standards: This course will look at the many different concepts in Psychology.  Not only will the students learn different concepts of Psychology, they will learn how to use these concepts in the real world.  Students will be doing actual Psychological experiments on themselves, friends, and family members.  The main objective of this class is to answer one question.  That question is “Why do we act the way we do?”  We will look at the many different influences that play a part in the way we act and the way people react towards us.  At the end of this class, students will be able to identify the different methods in Psychology, the different learning styles of humans, the different behaviors of humans, and how Psychology plays a part in our everyday life.  

Textbook:  Understanding Psychology.  Glencoe.

Website:  
" 

http://www.psychology.glencoe.com



Materials required for class (to be brought to class EVERYDAY):  Book, pen/pencil, notebook, and a positive attitude.  You also need a valid, working e-mail address.
Method of Grading:  

Quizzes: 50 points each.  Students will be allowed to drop ONE quiz grade during the semester.

Unit Tests: 100 points each.

Final Test: 200 points.

Homework assignments: 100 points each.

Oral Presentations: 100 points.

Research Project: 200 points.

	Class Behavior:

· No food or drink allowed  


(as per school policy)

· No sleeping

· No disruptive or rude behavior

· Be on time to class
	Behavior Consequences:

First Offense – Verbal warning from teacher Second Offense – 30-minute detention hall with teacher
Third Offense – 30-minute detention hall with 
teacher and parent notification

Fourth Offense & thereafter – Referral to Principal


	Class Assignments:

· Expected on day which it is due

· Accepted only when initially asked for

· Late work will not be accepted

· Special circumstances may be accepted
	Make-up Work:

· Your responsibility to get your work

· You will have as many days to make up any missed work as you have excused absences. You may not make up work from days with unexcused absebses.
· Exams made up five (5) days after initial test day


Course Outline:

Unit One- Approaches in Psychology.  (Weeks 1-3)

Unit Two- The Life Span; Infancy and Childhood, Adolescence, Adult and Old Age.  (Weeks 4-9)

Unit Three- The Workings of the Mind and Body; The Nervous System, The Brain, The Endocrine System, Heredity and Environment.  (Weeks 10-13) 

Unit Four- Learning and Cognitive Processes; Classical Conditioning, Operant Conditioning, Social Learning.  (Weeks 14-18)

MID-TERM EXAM

Unit Five- Personality and Individuality; Characteristics of Psychological Tests, Intelligence Testing, Measuring Achievement/Abilities/Interests, Personality Testing.  (Weeks 19-22)

Unit Six- Adjustment and Breakdown; Sources of stress, Reactions to stress, Coping with stress, Stress in your life.  (Week 23-25)

Unit Seven- Psychological Disorders; Anxiety disorders, Schizophrenia, Mood disorders, Personality disorders, Drug addiction.  (Week 25-29)

Unit Eight- Therapy and Change; Psychotherapy, Psychoanalysis, Humanistic therapy, Cognitive and Behavior therapies, Biological approaches to therapy.  (Week 30-32)

Unit Nine- Individual Interaction and Group Interaction; social perception, personal relationships, group behavior, conformity and obedience, conflict and cooperation.  (Weeks 33-34)

Unit Ten- Attitudes and Social Influence/Psychology Present and Future; forming attitudes, attitude change and prejudice, persuasion, careers in Psychology, Psychology’s contributions.  (Week 35-36)  

FINAL EXAM

The teacher reserves the right to change the syllabus if they deem necessary.  Students will be notified of any changes to the syllabus if they occur.  

I have read and understand this course syllabus.

Student Signature      






Date

Student Name (Print)     






Date

Parent/Guardian Signature 





Date   

