Bloomfield High School

Social Studies Department

Summer Reading

2016
Incoming grade 10, US History I Students

The following assignment is for students entering US History I this year, for most students this will mean they were a Freshman and are now entering Sophomore year.  Please check your schedule to ensure that you are in US History I for the upcoming school year.

Please complete the assignment prior to the first day of school.  Your specific US I teacher will ask for and collect this assignment within the first two weeks of school.  None the less please have the work completed before the first day of school to ensure that you are ready regardless of your specific teacher’s deadline.  This assignment will count as extra credit and will be added on to your grade in September to ensure you get off to a successful start.

You are expected to obtain a copy of the book on your own.  A copy is available from the Bloomfield Public Library, local bookstores, and electronic retailers.
Assignment:

Read Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper
Select any three questions from those listed below and respond in essay format.  Each question should have a well thought out answer of a minimum of two to three paragraphs.  All responses must be typed in MLA format.
1. Copper Sun is a work of historical fiction. How does the blending of history and fiction make for a successful story? Which elements are purely fictional? Which elements are basically historical? Why does learning history through fiction make the story more memorable? How does this method of telling the story affect the reader's response?
2. What do you know of the village of Ziavi from the descriptions given in the text? How would you describe the social structure, family structure, and cultural structure of the community? How did the custom of graciousness to guests become a death sentence for the town? Explain why the Ashanti helped the European killers.
3. Describe the Middle Passage as described in the novel. What is it about human beings that makes one person mistreat another? What is about humans that makes us survive in spite of it?
4. Discuss the character of Polly and how she comes across as we first meet her. What kind of life has she had? How does her past explain her attitudes? What advantages does Polly have in the society and in the story?
5. Describe the difficulties of traveling by night, all alone, with no food and no real guarantee that the place you are heading to really exists. How would you have survived the trip? What seemed to be the most difficult for the travelers?
6. How do you think Amari, Polly, and Tidbit felt when they finally reached their destination? What was disappointing about the place when they finally saw it? What was reassuring? 

7. What predictions can you make about Amari in the next five years? Will the three of them still be together or will Polly have gone off on her own? How has Amari grown and changed? 

