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The purpose of Lexiles

•Potential to improve reading skills 
and motivate students to read

•Differentiate instruction, select 
appropriate student reading 
materials and discuss student 
progress in reading.
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What is a Lexile? 

•
Lexiles provide a single measure of…

• Reader Ability and Text Readability
• In units called  “Lexiles.”
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Lexile Reader Measure  Lexile Scale  Lexile Text Measure

1700L

 200L

 Advanced Reader  Difficult Text

 Beginning Reader  Easy Text
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Text Difficulty

• Arthur and the Recess Rookie   370L
• Arthur Goes to Camp   380L
• Arthur, clean Your Room!  370L

• Harry Potter series (880L to 950L)
• Little Women 1300L
• Don Quixote 1410L
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The Lexile 
Map

Literature Titles

Benchmarks (Sample Text)

Lexile Measure

Grade  Level Range
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220L

320L
490L
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770L

660L
560L
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1030L

950L820L
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1210L

1200L
1160L
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1530L1440L

1340L
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1840L

1790L

1680L
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How do I get Lexiles measures for 
my students?

“State Information” page on West Virginia 
ACT Explore (Grade 8)  
ACT Plan (Grade 10)
WESTEST 2 (Spring 2009)
WVDE On-line IEP (Fall 2009)
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Placing a Reader on the Lexile Map

• Harcourt Assessment – SAT-10, SAT-9, MAT-8
• CTB/McGraw Hill – TerraNova Assessment Series
• Scholastic – SRI, READ 180, Reading Counts!
• Sopris West  - Language!
• Voyager – Passport Reading Journeys
• Northwest Evaluation Assoc. – Measures of Academic 

Progress
• Pearson - Stanford 9 and 10
• Riverside – Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests
• Dynamic Measurement Group - DIBELS 
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Linking Assessment to Instruction

Lexiles…
• Add value to state assessments –adding more 

information but not more time.
• Offer a common scale for monitoring student 

progress.
• Paint a “big picture” view of student progress, 

preschool through graduate school.
• Give parents and students a way to monitor 

reading progress.
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Lexile Comprehension Model
Reader Ability = 600L

 Text Readability = 600L

(75% forecasted comprehension)

“Targeted” Comprehension = 75%
Independent Reading
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Why 75% Comprehension?
Research suggests that at 75%…
• A reader can have a successful reading 

experience without frustration or boredom
• A reader can achieve “functional 

comprehension” of the text
• A reader will be sufficiently challenged (by 

vocabulary and syntax) 

75% is the “right amount of challenge” 
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Managing Comprehension
• Readers can experience frustration when…
     - Text readability is over 50L above their Lexile level

• Readers can experience ease when…
– Text readability is over 100L below their Lexile level

Targeted text range of 100L below 
to 50L above the student’s Lexile 
level
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www.lexile.com
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Dropdown
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Lexile Tools
• Find A Book – contains thousands of books, 

newspapers, magazines and other reading material that 
have a Lexile measure

• Lexile Analyzer – a tool for analyzing reading materials 
and producing a Lexile measure

• Spanish Lexile Analyzer-a tool for analyzing Spanish 
text and generate Spanish Lexile measure

• English Titles Download – Lexile book database
• Lexile Map   



21st Century Special Educators:  Leading the Change!
WVDE SETLA 2009

Click on
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Recommendations:
• Use a Lexile range that is from 50L above your student's

Lexile measure to 100L below to ensure that s/he has a 
successful reading experience. 

• Enter keywords to find books that match his/her 
interests. The key here is to get your student reading. 

• Select books with the Lexile range that you are looking 
for (either for an individual student or a group)
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Right 
Side Bar
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The Lexile Codes
• Illustrated Glossary (IG)
• Non-conforming Text (NC)                          
Inconsistent with the developmental appropriateness of the text 
• Beginning Reading (BR)                                  
Lexile measure of zero or below 

• Non-prose Text (NP) 
         Poems, plays, songs, and books in which punctuation is absent or 

used unconventionally 
• Adult-directed Text (AD)                                  
Designed to be read to or with readers 
• Graphic Novel (GN)
The text of these books is largely in voice or thought bubbles that are 

integrated into comic book-style illustrations 
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                 BookLists

• Create a BookList for your reading 
groups.

• Create a BookList for summer 
reading.

• Create a BookList for independent 
reading program.
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AIM for Literacy

Solutions to Advance Adolescent Literacy in 
West Virginia

May 2008

West Virginia Department of Education   



West Virginia Department of Education   

Levels of 
Support

Individual Students Classroom Unit Professional 
Development

Advanced
Tier

Students consistently 
exceed the targets and 
can handle advance 
materials; need 
challenge, extension 
and enrichment
Assessment: 
Assessment every 6-8 
weeks
Materials:  Standard 
plus reading 25 books 
per year; SREB 
recommends 100 pages
of technical text to 
receive credit for one 
book

Students in the 
classroom are 
exceeding the 
benchmarks as 
demonstrated 
through assessment; 
teachers are models 
and resources for 
others; AP and Pre-
AP trained teachers

Time:  Policy 2510 
RLA requirement

Advanced Placement 
training and material;  
Pre-AP instructional 
strategies and 
materials;
Differentiated Instruction
training;
Training on adopted 
instructional materials;
Instructional guides 
and/or standards-based 
unit plans;
Assessments for and of 
learning
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The Lexile Analyzer

Scan text into electronic format

Edit text

Examine words Examine sentences

Calculate Lexile measure

Review text and Lexile measure



Click to 
Register
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Creating Documents for the 
Online Analyzer

1. Find text document or on-line
2. Save the document as “plain text.”
3. You are now ready to use the online 

analyzer to determine the Lexile 
measure of the text
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Saving Documents to Analyze

You must 
save your 

document as 
Text Only
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Click Browse… to 
find your file on 
your computer
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Insert the Document
Locate your 
document

Double click
on the 

document
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Lexile

Scavenger Hunt
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Which of these is NOT within the
600-700 Lexile range?

a.Corduroy
b.Blubber
c.How Much Is A Million
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Lexile Scavenger Hunt
• Your mission.........

– Answer the 7 questions


