FAQ Strategic Balanced Literacy
The board adopted approach to comprehensive literacy instruction is the Strategic Balanced Literacy Framework (SBLF) adopted by the Worthington Board of Education in April 2006.
 The SBLF Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document provides more information on the guiding principles of this framework.
NOTE: This document contains hyperlinks that will connect you with samples of some of the resources used in Worthington Schools if the document is read electronically. These hyperlinks are a representative sample of the resources and not a comprehensive list of the materials used in our classrooms.

Q. What are children learning as readers and writers in the Worthington City School District?
A. All students in Worthington City K-12 schools are expected to meet the Ohio Common Core State Standards. Students receive instruction in all areas of the standards. In 2006, the Board of Education adopted the scientifically researched Strategic Balanced Literacy Framework. This means students receive explicit instruction as well as time to practice their skills using the classroom libraries to read and write about topics of interest and at their reading level. As students move through the grades, they build knowledge and skills through reading and writing in a variety of genres and they read books of greater complexity. 

Q. What are Common Core State Standards? Why are they important?
A. The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts were adopted by the Ohio State Board of Education in June of 2010. The CCSS set the standard for education in English Language Arts and Literacy in Science, Social Studies, and Technical Studies. 
Q. What does Strategic Balanced Literacy mean? 

A. The strategic approach to balanced literacy is rooted in three pillars: Reading, Writing, and Word Work. Strategic Balanced Literacy includes the five essential components of a strong reading program. These components or parts are phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency and expressiveness, vocabulary, and comprehension.

Research and years of successful classroom experience tell us that there are effective teaching practices that help all students become capable readers, writers and speakers. 
In a classroom that strategically balances reading and writing instruction, students receive instruction that incorporates items on the chart below:

	Reading Process
	
	Writing Process

	Reading aloud

Shared or modeled reading

Guided reading

Independent reading

Content area reading
	
	Shared or interactive writing

Guided writing

Independent writing

Grammar and conventions

Content area writing


Q. Is Strategic Balanced Literacy only for elementary grades?
A. No. The board adopted the Framework for Strategic Balanced Literacy for pre K through grade twelve in April 2006. Both middle and high school teachers continue to use the structures and components of the framework. The emphasis shifts from reading to learn to learning to read and deepening knowledge and comprehension at the middle school level.  High school coursework is rigorous requiring students to study and explore a variety of themes and meeting the requirements for graduation in English Language Arts.
Q. What are the five essential parts of a strong reading program? 
A.  According to the National Reading Panel (2000), the five essential components of a strong reading program are: 

Phonics – Students learn to make connections between letters and sounds in order to read or spell words.
Phonemic awareness – Students learn to blend or segment the sounds in words using letters
Fluency – Students learn to use speed, accuracy, and expression (prosody) to comprehend what they are reading.
Vocabulary Instruction or Word Study – Students learn meaning of many words to promote growth and reading potential.
Comprehension – Students learn to use strategies and skills that allow them to understand and/or deepen their understanding of what they read. 

Q. How are students assessed in Strategic Balanced Literacy?

A.  Teachers use a variety of assessment tools to inform their instruction including those illustrated in the grid below:
	Assessment
	Description
	Who is assessed
	How it is used

	Kindergarten Readiness Assessment - Literacy
	State diagnostic for kindergarten students
	All kindergarten students by September 30
	Guide initial instruction for kindergarten students

	Primary Literacy Assessment
	District developed assessment for students in grades K-3 includes:
-KRA-L scores                       -letter recognition and letter sounds                                    -12 word lists                         -sentence dictation
	1. K-2 students all parts

2. Grade 3 some parts
	1. Universal screener:
K – letter recognition  1 – word list                2 - Guide instruction   3 – Guide instruction

2. Guides classroom instruction

	Developmental Reading Assessment 2
	Commercial product from Pearson Learning includes assessment in:

-Reading engagement            -Oral Reading Fluency (timed begins at Level 14 typically in grade 1)               -Comprehension                     -Response to reading (in writing at grade 2)
	1. All students K-2, given routinely, scores reported to district in May (fulfills state diagnostic requirement)
2. Students below benchmark 3-8 and new students, scores reported to district

	1. Guides classroom instruction and flexible grouping for reading instruction
2. Grade 2 – oral reading fluency is Universal Screener

	Measures of Academic Progress
	Commercial computer-based dynamic assessment that measures student achievement on the Ohio Standards
	Currently all students in grades 3-10
	1. Guides classroom instruction and flexible grouping  for instruction

	Teacher developed/criterion references assessments in reading and writing
	Teacher developed assessments that may include timed fluent reading, spelling, grammar and conventions
	
	

	State Writing Diagnostic
	Required state diagnostic includes:

-writing prompts in grades 1 and 2                                      -rubrics for scoring in grades 1-3
	1. All students in grade 1 and 2

2. New students and struggling writers in grade 3
	Guide classroom instruction

	State Achievement Tests
	Required by the state of Ohio to measure achievement in English Language Arts
	1. Ohio Achievement Assessment - grades 3-8

2. Ohio Graduation Test – grade 10
	Measures annual achievement in English Language Arts


Q. Where can parents find information about the current State English Language Arts Assessments?
A. The Ohio Department of Education
Q. Is there a basal textbook series for reading at any grade level?

A.  Students in grades K- 6 use authentic literature and leveled texts (literacy/fiction and informational/non-fiction) during reading instruction.  In grades 7–12, students use anthologies, novels, and nonfiction/informational texts in their English or English Language Arts classrooms.

Q.  Is there a writing textbook at any grade level?

A.   In grades K-10, students use the Write Source Handbook as a resource for learning writing conventions, writing processes, and writing style. Students in grades 11 and 12 use The Language Network for the same purposes.

Q. How can parents help their children get excited about reading and writing?

A. Parents often ask about how they can help their children find books that kids just can’t put down.  Parents wonder how they can locate real world publishers willing to accept writing from young authors. The International Reading Association provides annual lists of “student picks” for great reading. The National Council of Teachers of English, in conjunction with the Children’s Book Council, offers many sources that help students with tips for publication as well as with places that accept writing for publication and offer contests.
www.lexile.com Useful in finding books at a student’s instructional level
