Here are some tips for children of all ages…
        ~~~~~~~~~~

If your Child is just beginning to learn to read…

At Home:

Practice the sounds of language.  Read books with rhymes.  Teach your child rhymes, short poems, and songs.  Play simple word games.  How many words can you make up that sound like the word “bat”?

Help your child take spoken words apart and put them together.  Help your child separate the sounds in words, listen for beginning and ending sounds, and put separate sounds together. 

Practice the alphabet by pointing out letters wherever you see them and by reading alphabet books.

If your child is just beginning to read…

At Home:

Point out the letter-sound relationships your child is learning on labels, boxes, newspapers, magazines and signs.

Listen to your child read words and books from school.  Be patient and listen as your child practices. Let your child know you are proud of his/her reading.

If your child is reading…

At Home:

Reread familiar books.  Using familiar text allows your child to be comfortable and it also builds expression in  reading.
Build reading accuracy.  As your child is reading aloud, point out words they missed and help them read words correctly. If you stop to focus on a word, have your child reread the whole sentence to be sure they understands the meaning.  

Build reading comprehension.  Talk with your child about what they are reading.  Ask about new words.  Talk about what happened in a story.  Ask about the characters, places and events that took place.  Ask what new information they have learned from the book and encourage them to read on their own.  

Take advantage of programs offered at school such as:

-Title I Reading

-Small Group Tutoring Secessions

-Summer Reading Academy 
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DIBELS Reading Assessment Information

Grade 1

What is DIBELS?

DIBELS is a series of short tests given to children in kindergarten through fifth grade to screen and monitor their progress in learning the necessary skills to become successful readers.  Many elementary schools in Pennsylvania are using DIBELS as part of their Reading First grant and to meet the reading requirements of No Child Left Behind.

Why use DIBELS?

DIBELS was developed at the University of Oregon by Dr. Roland Goode.  The one minute fluency measures are effective for regularly monitoring the development of pre-reading skills and early reading skills.  DIBELS has been adopted by states and schools nationwide.  This tool helps diagnose and track the reading skills of each individual student, enabling teachers to provide additional support to struggling readers.
In essence, these brief and simple assessments create a safety net to ensure that students in risk of reading failure receive targeted instruction to move them to grade level.

How Do We Use DIBELS?

This tool provides benchmarks, or goals, for students to meet.  Teachers are able to access student results using their computers.  The pattern of performance on DIBELS determines the risk status for each student:

At Risk

Some Risk

Low Risk

Teachers provide intense interventions and monitor the progress of students who are “at risk” or “some risk” at frequent intervals.  “Low risk” students will be continually monitored.
Our goal is to have all children reading on grade level by the end of Third grade.
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Grade 1 

Benchmarks 
Letter Naming Fluency:  students are asked to name as many upper and lower case letters as they can in one minute.
Fall:  37 or more

Winter: Not tested

Spring: Not tested
Phonemic Segmentation Fluency:  the child is given a word with three or four sounds and is asked to say the individual sounds that make up the word.  



Fall:  35 or more

Winter: 35 or more

Spring: 35 or more
Nonsense Word Fluency:  the child is asked to decode as many three-letter nonsense words as they can in one minute.


Fall:  24 or more

Winter:  50 or more


Spring:  50 or more
Oral Reading Fluency:  the child is asked to read three first grade passages.  They are timed on each passage for one minute.


Fall:  Not tested


Winter:  20 words per minute


Spring:  40 words per minute
