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Course Description:

· Math classes in Salem-Keizer Middle Schools use a research- based math program, Connected Math Project (CMP).  Each 
· The Accelerated pathway for mathematics takes the students through 7th, 8th and 9th grade content during their 7th and 8th grade years.  As you can imagine, the course therefore requires students to learn quickly but also at a deep level of understanding. 
· Please carefully reconsider this list of Pros/Cons with your student prior to signing and returning the bottom portion of this syllabus.  The opportunity for acceleration is amazing however it carries with it a new level of student responsibility. 
	Pros
	Cons

	1.  Challenging coursework helps some students remain more engaged in math class.
	1.  Students may have difficulty balancing more rigorous expectations with their social and emotional needs as 7th graders.  

	2.  Students are on track to take Geometry,  

Algebra II, Pre-Calculus, and Calculus at High School.
	2.  Students who are not successful at any point in the accelerated sequence may need to be rescheduled into on-grade level courses, causing a repeat of some material.

	3.  Students are in a class with other students who are as mathematically proficient as they are.
	3.  Students can feel like they are being challenged mathematically for the first time and have difficulty dealing with more rigorous expectations.

	4.  Advanced coursework may lead to an option of taking high school courses for college credit.
	4.  Taking Accelerated Math 7 may impact a student schedule since the course will not be offered every period.  Students may need to make choices about elective classes.


Course Units of Study

	· Number Sense/Integers (7th Grade)
	· Statistics and Probability (7th grade)

	· Equations and Expressions (7th Grade)
	· Ratios and Proportionality (7th Grade)

	· Geometry: Scale Factor, Volume and Surface Area, Circles/Irregular shapes, transversals, Pythagorean Theorem, Transformations (7th and 8th grade)


 Classroom Expectations
Accelerated 7 is a demanding, fast paced course, therefore students will be expected to:

	· Take personal responsibility for their learning and work efforts.
· Communicate and work effectively in groups as well as work independently and access resources in addition to the teacher.
	· Arrive each day ready to learn with 3-ring binder, math book, interactive notebook (INB) paper, pencil, red pen and a highlighter.

· Complete work on time as directed. 

	·  Behavior Interventions (disrespect, refusal to work/insubordination, disruptive)

           Warning/Move seats within classroom/Buddy Room

           Email/phone call/conference

                 Referral


Course Grading
Leveled proficiency assessments based on the Common Core State Standards will be given throughout each unit to check for understanding. Assessments are graded using a 0.0-4.0 rubric. Proficient at the standard is leveled at 3.0.

The academic grade will be weighted according to the following percentages:


20% Practice Problems

80% Proficiency Quizzes

Upon completion of all assignments and self-analysis of their quiz, students may retake quizzes before/after school. 

In accordance with secondary education in the Salem Keizer School District, Claggett Creek will be moving to a cumulative (Semester) grade book.  This means grades will not “start over” every six weeks, but will be ongoing for each semester. 
Behavior/Work Habits:
Students are assigned a work habits grade which reflects the completion and effort put forth into their daily class work efforts and work completion.  Multiple missing/late assignments will result in a U or N for work habits.  

	O = Outstanding
	N=Needs Improvement

	S=Satisfactory
	U=Unsatisfactory


Tardy/Unprepared
Students are expected to come to class on-time and be prepared to learn.  Failure to be in their seat when the bell rings will result in a tardy while failure to be prepared for class with necessary resources (3 ring binder, math book, class work spiral, interactive notebook, pencils, red pen, paper, highlighter) will result in an unprepared (A referral will be given on the third unprepared. 

Parent Involvement:
· Intouch:  Grades are available online for you and your student to view via Intouch.  Please see Melissa Gonzales in the attendance office to obtain your code. 

· Email: nichols_lisa@salkiez.k12.or.us
· Teacher website:  information to come

· Remind 101:  If you or your student would like text message notifications, please text the number and code listed below.
	Phone #858-997-1142
	Code @c3a67


cut and return bottom portion only

      
________________________________     

____________________________  

Student Name (Printed)



Student Signature










   
________________________________               
_____________________________ 
            Parent/Guardian Signature



Parent/Guardian email (optional)
Letter Grade/Rubric Equivalencies


4.0 = A


3.5 = A


3.0 = B


2.0 = C 


1.5 = D


1.0 = F


Below 1.0 = F








