
Mr. Duncan 
Margarita Middle School

Phone and Voicemail: (951) 695-7370 x340 

E-mail: bduncan@tvusd.k12.ca.us
Grades: https://mms-tvusd-ca.schoolloop.com
Class Website: Click the link above and then click on teacher web pages and find my name

Welcome to Margarita Middle School!  We are all looking forward to a fun and productive year.

To tell you a little about myself, my wife and I moved to Lake Elsinore from Phoenix in 2007. I started teaching in 2004, do the math how many years is that?  I have taught 8th Grade Math and Algebra and Geometry at Gardner, Great Oak HS and Margarita. This year I will be teaching Compacted 7, Accelerated 8, and Compacted 8.

I have a Bachelors degree from The University of Arizona, and a Master’s degree from Northern Arizona University. My bachelor’s degree is in History/Education and I have my Master’s in Bilingual and Multicultural education. I have three children, a daughter named Alexa and two sons named Cole and Chase.  I love to spend time outdoors, playing and watching sports and being with my family. I have ran the Ski and Snowboard program and Coached Golf in the past at MMS.  I am looking forward to getting to know all my new students and their parents/guardians. 

Homework: Assignments are designed to review and reinforce what we have learned in class, it is assigned almost every day and is due the following day, unless otherwise noted. Students who choose not to do their homework will very likely do poorly on tests and quizzes and the class. Do your homework every day! 

Student Planners: Every student is given a student planner at registration and is required to bring it daily to class to aid in keeping assignments and due dates organized. Students must record their assignments in their agenda books daily.  This book is also used as a method of communication between teachers and parents. Parents should check the agenda book nightly to check for completed homework and any upcoming tests or projects. 

Student Work: Students are to keep their workbook pages, class work, and homework in their math dedicated binder as they get it back.  Notes will be kept in their composition book.  Do not throw anything away!  Keep your work all year!

Category Weighting:
Each category of assignments is weighted as follows:
Tests/Quizzes/ Projects - 80%        Classwork /Homework - 20% 
Retakes: Tests and quizzes are worth a large portion of the grade.  For this reason students are allowed to retake any test or quiz one time.  They will keep the better of the 2 scores.  In order to retake an exam, students must make an appointment to take the test after school.  Students will also need to study with an adult or older sibling that can sign a note that they studied with you.  Your opportunity to retake an exam expires two weeks after the date the exam was handed back.
Grades are posted online. I will update the grades regularly and students/parents/guardians are encouraged to access them often.
Tutoring and Assistance: Do not be afraid to ask questions! It is important to speak up and let me know when you do not understand something. I don't know you are having trouble unless you ask for help! My job is to help you in any way I can. I will be offering tutoring in math this year every day at DEAR, and after school and at lunch by appointment.  You can also stop by room 40 to see when I am available or schedule a time to meet with me. Parents/guardians are welcome to e-mail me for a conference or to discuss questions/concerns.

Books: There is no textbook for this class, but instead each student has a workbook and workbooks are kept at school.  We will remove the necessary workbook pages (notes and homework pages) at the start of each unit.  Students will keep these workbook pages in their binders for reference in class and at home.  Students have access to all resources online.  See my web page on how to access the online resources and copies of the notes and work pages.
Materials: Please try to have the suggested supplies listed within three days of starting the class.  Make sure you have all materials in your possession all year long!  I expect all students to have all their materials and assignments in a backpack daily.  I encourage parents to check student backpacks for organization and supplies often!  If you are unable to get or have the supplies please let me know and I will do my best to provide the materials.

Suggested Supply List:
In class Daily:  The most important items are in BOLD.
· 3 ring binder (at least 1.5 inches) You must have at least one dedicated section for math - label with Full Name, Period and class.
· 2 college ruled composition books (one for each semester - label with Full Name, Period and Math 8)
· Supply of loose leaf 8.5 x 11 graph paper (quadrille paper)
· Supply of loose leaf 8.5 x 11 lined paper (in case you run out of graph paper)
· Student Planner (given out at orientation)
· Red pens (for correcting)
· Clear protractor
· Sharpened pencils with erasers (or mechanical pencils with extra lead and erasers)
· Dry Erase Markers
· Dry Erase Marker Eraser (rag/sock)
· Headphones or earbuds
· Yellow highlighter (for studying your notes)
· A chapter book or silent reading book
· ... and most importantly, a positive attitude!
 
Absent / Late Policy:
· Student work must be turned in at the start of the period. Late work is counted for partial credit up to two weeks after it was assigned.  After two weeks, late assignments will be given no credit.

· If a student is absent, they are responsible for the work they missed. Students receive two days for each day they were absent to complete assignments. Example: If you were absent Mon.-Wed., or 3 days, you have 6 school days to make up your missing work. 

· Students must check online or call a friend for the assignments. When they return they must check and record what they missed in their planner from the board or web page, and get the handouts from me or the extra copy bin (back of the room). 

· Medium and long-term assignments and projects are due the day they are due. If the student is absent, the assignment or project needs to be dropped off at school by a parent/guardian/friend by 2:45 PM. 

· Students who miss a quiz or test must make up the quiz or test on the day they return.  The only exceptions will be family emergencies/illness, which must be confirmed by a signed parent note or e-mail.

Work Presentation: 
· To help me in grading your assignments, I ask that assignments must be neatly written and not torn or crumpled.  Sloppy assignments will be returned, recopied and turned in the following day with the original assignment for full credit.
· For credit, students must write their full name, date and period on all assignments.  Work will be handed back until this is complete.
· Students must show all work on all problems.  No work = No credit!  Homework with no work shown will be returned, finished and turned in the following day with the original assignment.  Work is show in 3 parts: 1) write out the problem from the book (with some exceptions)  2) show all steps, even what you can do in your head or on a calculator (no exceptions)  3) show the complete answer boxed, circled or highlighted.  Work assigned from the workbook will need to have work shown on a separate page, stapled to the back.
· All math homework, quizzes and tests must be done in pencil.  Homework done in pen will be returned, recopied and turned in the following day with the original assignment for full credit, and quizzes/tests done in pen will be given no credit!

If you have any questions, feel free to e-mail me.  I will continue to try to update the grades and the web page every week. Students must ask themselves daily if they are Safe, Respectful and Responsible inside and outside of the classroom.  We expect all students to take school and my class seriously.  This is a difficult class and I know your student can do well.  It’s time to get ready for high school!  They are to come to class every day, on time, and with the required materials and assignments!  No excuses.  This year will be a great year!  Thank you for your cooperation and continued support.

· Mr. Duncan
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By signing the line below you acknowledge that you have reviewed the Class Syllabus and Student Expectations on my web page. You agree to support your student in his/her efforts in becoming a proficient math student. You will ensure a quiet space for your student to complete their nightly homework and will check this homework for completion. You agree to check progress and grades online often, offer help when needed and keep in communication with the teacher if problems arise. You understand that learning math, requires ALL of us to participate in your student's learning. Thank you for supporting your child and myself in this endeavor.
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