Honors Geometry
Mrs. Gartner – Room 227

	Expectations

· Respect for self, students, and staff.  Responsibility for your actions.  
· Students are expected to attend class every day.  
· A student is considered tardy if not in the room by the bell (you now have 5 min passing time – take care of locker trips and bathroom breaks BEFORE class).

· The teacher, not the bell, will dismiss students.  Stay in seats and continue to work until that time.

· Please no writing on desks or other materials lent to you – calculators, test dividers, etc. 

· Please ask first to have food/drinks.  Try to have healthy options…Please no pop or energy drinks!

· Cell phones are to be turned off and put away.  I trust you enough not to use them and will let you keep them in your possession.  If I SEE or HEAR a phone, I will take it until the end of the class hour or to the office depending on the situation.  Same goes for I-pods, computers, & similar devices unless otherwise stated by teacher.

· If gone for one day, it will still be expected that you still get all homework done for the Monday turn in (with exceptions of being gone on Friday – you may then have 3 extra days to complete)
· If gone for more than one day, you will receive 5 days to get this work completed.  
	
	CONSEQUENCES
Failure to follow the expectations on the left will result in the following:

1st Offense: Student will be given a verbal warning.

2nd Offense: Student will be asked to stay after class and parent will be notified.

3rd Offense: If poor behavior continues, the student will be removed from class, Mr. Simon will be notified, and a parent conference will be arranged.

*Disruptive students will be removed immediately.

*If behavior results in a detention, student will serve 1st detention with Mrs. Gartner before school at 7:30.  If behavior does not improve, Mr. Simon will be notified and further discipline will be assigned.


	You are welcome to come in at 7:30, set up a lunch appointment, or stop in after school.

My prep hour changes day to day due to teaching middle school intervention, so if you need help please email me ahead of time to set up an appointment or drop by to see if I am in my room.

	DESCRIPTION:

What is Geometry?

This course introduces basic geometric concepts. Units of study will include work with triangles, quadrilaterals, and other polygons, similarity and congruence, circles, and volumes of geometric figures. Students will study the nature of “proofs” with respect to definitions, postulates, and theorems. It is also expected that the students will review and extend their knowledge of algebra. This course is both required and a pre-requisite for Algebra II.


	MATERIALS:

Students must bring the following items EVERY day:
1. Textbook

2. Notebook (for assignments) & Composition Notebook (for notes) – separate from all other subjects.

3. Pencil (No pen on assignments, tests, or quizzes!)
4. Calculator w/ABC key:  allowed on most activities and tests - so bring one if you wish to use one.  You are not allowed to share calculators during tests and you may not use your cell phone as a calculator.
5. Highlighters! We will use them a lot for notes!

	TRIMESTER GRADE:

60% Tests - Students will be allowed to retake chapter test if test score is lower than 70%.  
Before retesting

1. A reassessment ticket must be filled out and signed by parent/guardian

2. The student must correct their test with explanations

3. The student must complete a re-teach assignment

Then a retest may be taken.  The student will receive the retest score whether higher or lower. 
15% Quizzes and Projects – Typically, each Friday you will have a quiz unless there is a scheduling conflict.

15% Notes and Daily Practice - Each class session you will be assigned daily practice problems.  Most days there will be time to get started on these, if not finished.  I will award points on Mondays based on completion and/or spot check.  ALL WORK MUST BE PRESENT! NO WORK = NO POINTS

**Late work will be entered as a zero/missing until turned in.  When completed, late work may only earn up to 70%.  Any homework submitted after the current test has been taken will receive a zero**

Students will take notes throughout class and/or at home (Moodle if at home) in their Composition Notebook which must be separate from all other subjects.  The separate notebook is important when turning in notes for points and also for organization.  I will check notes and awarded points on each test day. 

· If I cannot find your notes easily – no points

· I will not search through notebook and other subjects to find them.

· Keep your composition notebook neat!
10% Cumulative Trimester Exams – A cumulative exam will be given at the end of each trimester.  Tri 2 exam will cover information learned in both tri 1 and tri 2.  Tri 3 exam will cover information learned in all three trimesters.
All cheating will be given a zero with no retest allowed!
	GRADING SCALE:


93  < A <  100    

90  < A-<  92
87  < B+<  89 

83  < B <  86 

80  < B-<  82 

77  < C+<  79 

73  < C <  76 

70  < C-<  72 

67  < D+<  69 

63  < D <  66
60  < D-<  62 

  0  < F <  59 


Dear Parents,

My name is Samantha Gartner and I will be your child’s mathematics teacher this school year.  Because I will be so involved in your child’s life, I’ll take this opportunity to inform you a little about myself.  As you may already know, I have grown up in the Maple River community.  While attending school at Maple River, I was in many extra-curricular activities, sports, jobs, and had a strong devotion to my education.  So I definitely understand the stresses of being a high school student with many responsibilities.  After graduating at the top of my class, I went on to Winona State University to obtain my Bachelors of Science Degree in Mathematics Education.  I am now happily back at Maple River, working as one of the high school math teachers and am almost done with my Master’s Degree in Education with a Math Emphasis!
As a MR teacher, I hope to have a positive influence on your child as well as the community. My goal is to keep a safe, open, and positive atmosphere in the classroom at all times and teach your child to his or her full potential. I value the high expectations for your student put in place by the state of Minnesota.  It is well known that mathematics is required for high school graduation, collegiate education, and more importantly required in virtually every career field. The curriculum we have set at Maple River is aligned with the Minnesota Academic Standards in Mathematics, and I have no doubt that we can achieve at these high levels of expectations and am excited to lead the way.

I encourage you to visit the school district web site at http://www.isd2135.k12.mn.us.  From there you can access the Maple River High School web site as well as my webpage under the school directory.  This year your child will also be part of Maple River’s Blended Learning Program and will experience a rich learning environment both in the classroom and online using Moodle.  It is important that you frequently check the online grade portal (Infinite Campus using your parent account) which is also available through the school’s web site. This will allow you to keep tabs on your child’s progress throughout the school year.  If at any time you have questions, concerns, or comments please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

Samantha R. Gartner
School E-mail: sgartner@isd2135.org

School Phone: (507) 524-3918 ext. 333

(Please cut along the dotted line and return the signed portion.  (Keep the above material for your reference.)

I (Student name) ____________________________have read and understand the course syllabus. 
Student Signature: _________________________Date: ____________                    Parent Signature: __________________________Date: ____________
