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UNIT	4	– POLITICAL	ORGANIZATION	OF	SPACE
CH 10:	TERRITORY,	POWER,	AND	BOUNDARIES



ENDURING	UNDERSTANDING	(4.B)
By the end of this section, you will understand that
spatial political patterns reflect ideas of
territoriality and power at a variety of scales.

¡Territoriality: connection of people, culture, and their
economic system to the land.

¡Power: geographic control over people, land, and
resources.



LEARNING	OBJECTIVE	(4.B.5)

By the end of this section, you will be able to describe
patterns of local and metropolitan governance.
a. Students will know that local and metropolitan forms of
governance (e.g., municipalities, school districts, planning
commissions) are subnational political units that have
varying degrees of local control.



• Most people in the world are under the rule of overlapping levels of

government.

• Example: the United States has one federal government, over 50 state,

commonwealth, and territorial governments, and over 87,000 local

governments (roughly 3,000 counties, 20,000 cities, 13,000 school

districts, and 35,000 special purpose districts such as police districts).

• Sometimes, to increase the tax base, a city may annex, or legally add

outlying territory to its domain.

PATTERNS	OF	LOCAL	&	METROPOLITAN	GOVERNANCE


