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Course Description
This year students will develop their global literacy through studying cultures, relationships, how people, places and systems have changed and come to be, where things are, why conflict exists, and more.  Students will also learn how to read and interpret maps, graphs, and charts to give them information about the world.  We will study the world in regional units with a focus on current issues.  
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
What do I need to bring to class?

Students are expected to bring the following materials to class daily: folder or binder, wireless notebook or loose-leaf paper, colored pencils, pen, pencil, and white board marker.

What if I am absent?

When students return to class after an absence, they should check the lesson plan calendar poster in the classroom to see what they missed. Students can find the handouts they need by checking the “Extra Worksheets” bin in the back of the classroom.

What happens if I am tardy?

According to the school policy, teachers will submit a disciplinary referral upon a student’s fourth tardy to class. Parents can expect a phone call or email upon the third offense, when tardiness becomes a concern.

Will I get to bring home a textbook?

“Geography Alive” textbooks will be accessible for use during class and are available for overnight checkout from the Media Center.  Students can also access the textbook online.  

Can I retake a test if don’t do well?

Retesting is required for students who do not earn 70% or higher on unit tests.  Usually, students who need to retest will participate in a review session and retest during class time.  

What is your cell phone and electronics policy?

Since cell phones and electronics have become a distraction, I do not allow them in the classroom from bell to bell.  On rare occasions, I may allow these devices whey they will be useful for a particular lesson.  An office referral will be written for students who violate this policy.  
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Behavior

We expect students to: 

· Be respectful and open-minded

· Be Responsible – come to class prepared

· Participate 

· Try their hardest

Grading

Grades are weighted based on the following categories:

· Assessments (unit tests): 



70%

· Class work and Homework (assignments):        20%

· District Assessment (trimester final exams):      10%

Most class work is graded based on completion. Some homework and project grades also take into account creativity and effort. I will be using a 10-point scale for homework and class work. Students who do not receive at least a 7 or better on assignments will be required to fix the assignment to receive at least a 7. Grades are printed and provided to students every two weeks.  Grades are always available online at any time.   Mrs. Darr reserves the right to ask you to redo work at any time.  Always try to turn in work that you are proud of!!
Use A-H Connect to check student grades/progress:            http://ahconnect.anoka.k12.mn.us
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Class Resources

Test Preparation - Digital flashcards are available to help review 
for all Global Studies tests.
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Quizlet.com/amsaglobal/folder

Google Classroom - Throughout the year, links and activities will 
be posted on my Google Classroom page so that students can easily 
access this information.  
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Research and Enrichment – Digital magazines that are organized 
by unit and theme provide links to resources, articles, 
virtual field trips, and video clips: flipboard.com/@amsaglobal
Gnome Competition
This year we will have a traveling gnome competition.  Students can take gnomes on travel adventures, document their travels with a picture, and then show that photo to the teacher to help accumulate travel miles for the class.  This fun activity runs now through the middle of May 2017.  
Communication

	Voicemail
	763-506-5176

	Email (best way to reach me)
	Krista.Darr@anoka.k12.mn.us (until 10/20/16)
Krista.Darr@ahschools.us (After 10/20/16)

	Website
	www.anoka.k12.mn.us/amsadarr

	Availability
	I am available before school from 7:15 – 8:25am.  I will not be available after school.


I look forward to exploring the world with you this year!!
Mrs. Darr

