AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOKS

Mr. Noteboom
Throughout the year you will create an interactive notebook that will allow you to record, collect, and analyze information in a variety of ways.  As you learn new ideas, you will use several types of writing and graphic techniques to record them.  Then you will do something with those ideas.  This will encourage you to use your critical thinking skills to organize, synthesize, and evaluate information.  As a result you will become a more creative and independent thinker.

Preparing to use your Notebook:
The following materials are necessary to begin:

(a spiral notebook (5 subject college ruled)  


(a variety of pens, colored pencils, hi-lighters, glue sticks, scissors

Getting Started:
To begin your Interactive Notebook you will create a cover page.  Your cover page is the first page in your spiral and it must include the following information:


(AP Human Geography (title of the course)


(Your name


(Your class period


(borders, diagrams, illustrations, news headlines, etc. (things that you associate with Geography)

This is the first impression you communicate about your notebook so be sure it is terrific!
Beginning a unit or chapter of study:
At the beginning of each new textbook chapter or unit of study, you will create a chapter title page.  Every assignment for the chapter goes behind the chapter title page.  It is an organized way to divide the material.  Next to the title page is the Table of Contents

On the left side of your notebook, you will include the chapter title and number.  Again, be somewhat creative.  DON'T just scribble in pencil.


On the right side of your notebook, you will include the table of contents
Notebook Organization:
Using your notebook, you will record information in a logical, organized fashion.  You will use the right and left sides of your notebook for very specific tasks (similar to the theory that your brain is divided into two hemispheres and each is responsible for certain skills and abilities).

The Left Side of your notebook is the "input" side.  Typically all homework, lecture notes, discussion brainstorms, and "testable" information is found here.  You will use the left page to


(record lecture notes


(complete book Q. & A. assignments (and all questions must be copied)


(take discussion notes or Cornell reading notes

Remember:  

In your notes on the left side, use the following techniques to help you remember and process key information:


(vary the size & boldness of the letters


(write key words or ideas in color


(underline/hi-light key words or ideas


(hi-light questions so that answers are easier to find


(use bullets to separate important ideas

The Right Side of your notebook is the "output" side.  It is used to process the new ideas that you are learning, create personal meaning from this information, and make insightful connections with previous units of study or other classes.  You will use the right side to:


(explore your opinions


(clarify your values on controversial issues


(organize what you learned on the left side into meaningful ideas


(reinforce vocabulary, key concepts, geographic characteristics, mapping etc.

You will do this by:


(illustrating 


(making maps, flow charts, T-charts, Venn diagrams, vocabulary webs, etc.


(writing poetry, limericks, musical ballads or lyrics, etc.


(drawing stick figures and writing dialogue between them or labeling their actions


(clipping comics, political cartoons, or news articles and summarizing (3-5 sentences) how they relate to the information on the right side

EVERYTHING ON THE RIGHT REFLECTS WHAT IS ON THE LEFT!

EVERYTHING ON THE LEFT MUST HAVE AN ACCOMPANYING RIGHT PAGE!

You generate most RIGHT pages, but there are times when I supply you with entries or mandatory graphic organizers and maps.  It is essential that you put effort into this year-long project.  The RIGHT side, especially, is where you SHOW ME YOU UNDERSTAND the information I have taught or the material you have read.  ASK IMMEDIATELY if you need help generating ideas for right-page entries.

