Greece Notes : The Geography of Greece
A. Geography Shapes Ancient Greek Life

· Greece is a peninsula – land with water on three sides
· The Greece peninsula is divided into two by a gulf of water

· Peloponnesus – the peninsula that forms the southern part of Greece

· Isthmus – a narrow strip of land that links the Peloponnesus to the rest of Greece

1. Landscape and Climate

a. Landscape

· Mountains cover 70 to 80 percent of Greece. 

· Made is difficult to travel

· Had no large rivers for transportation

                       b. Climate

· Mild, rainy winters

· Hot, dry summers

· Warm climate encouraged outdoor life

· Athletic competitions – important part of Greek culture

b. Argiculture 

· land was rocky, 20 to 30 percent was good for farming

· landowners = upper class

2. Trade Helps Greece Prosper

a. Highways of Water

· Mediterranean Sea – played major role in the life of ancient Greece

· Ionian (west) and Aegean (east) seas branched off the Mediterranean

· “highways of water” = linked most parts of Greece to each other/transportation routes

b. A Seafaring People

· Skilled sailors and shipbuilders

· Built rowing ships for fighting/sailing ships for trading

· Sea was a source of fish – traded fresh fish

c. Trade and Commerce

· Produced surplus of olive oil, wine, wool, and fine pottery

· Traded these items to other regions around the Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea – including Egypt and Italy

· Bought grain, timber for building, animal hides, and slaves, nuts, figs, cheese, and flax used to make linen.

3. The Earliest Greeks

a. Mycenaean Civilization

· 1st Greek civilization

· Built on the Peloponnesus

· Named after most important city – Mycenae

· Life:

· Traders

· culture featured writing, gold jewelry, bronze weapons, and fine pottery

· 1200 B.C. their civilization collapsed

b. New Advances in Greek Culture
· Phoenicians – were another important trading people, who lived on the coast of the eastern Mediterranean.

· Phoenicians spread their writing system

· 22 symbols for sounds = alphabet
· Greeks started using the Phoenician alphabet between 900 and 800 B.C. 

· Later the Greek alphabet evolved into our own alphabet of 26 letters. 

· Also learned coins from trading/ coins invented about 650 B.C. in Anatolia.
