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POLICY:  All officers shall familiarize themselves with their assigned areas and shall be alert and observant at all times.  The conduct of officers while on patrol should be professional and in accordance with standard training and departmental policy.
PURPOSE:  To ensure uniform and effective standards are maintained in the execution of patrol duties.
PROCEDURE:  Officers shall incorporate the following practices in their patrol tours of duties.      
GEOGRAPHY AND DEMOGRAPHICS:
1. Officers should be well versed in the streets, landmarks, and communities located within the City.

2. Temporary and permanent changes in the City's geography shall be noted by the officer.

3. Officers should be aware of locations that are prone to criminal activity and monitor these areas closely.

4. Officers should make every reasonable effort to develop extensive positive relations with members of the community.

5. Officers should be aware of changes or activities in the City which seem suspicious or require police attention.

6. Officers should be aware of locations that experience a high volume of traffic crashes and other traffic related issues.

PATROL PROCEDURES: The primary mission of the police officer on patrol is to prevent crime.  This can be accomplished by:
1. High profile vehicle patrols

2. Proactive foot patrols

3. Proactive techniques of detection and deterrence

4. Developing positive relations with the community

5. Proactive criminal and traffic enforcement in known problem areas

OBSERVATION:
1. Officers should pay close attention to detail in order to discover criminal activity that is about to occur, that is occurring, and that has already occurred.

2. Officers should be visually and audibly perceptive of their environment.

3. The recognition of problems or possible problems requiring police attention should be investigated by the officer and/or reported to a superior.

INFORMATION:  The key to long term successful patrol activities is the effective communication of information.

1. Officers should make every effort to share information regarding the city's geography or citizen's actions that may benefit the Department's overall mission.

2. Patrol supervisors shall provide the means to transmit pertinent information between shifts and other department personnel.  This includes providing information to the oncoming Shift Commanders with regards to the previous shift’s activities.

3. The observation of patterns of criminal activity should be brought to the attention of supervisors and peer officers.  All insight from officers is valuable. 
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