
Cultural 
Geography-
Ethnicity



Ethnicity

 Definition—
 Components

 Country of familial origin
 Language
 Religion
 History
 regionalism

 Self defined
 unchanging



Nationality

Self identified
Similar to ethnicity with self-governance 

component
Foundation of nation states



Race 

Cultural construct
Tracked on census figures
Link to ethnicity? 
Based on:
Skin pigmentation
Physical features
Genetic similarities? (history on construct versus 

genetic testing)



Definitions reveal focus and bias….







Human geographers are 
concerned with: 
Where are ethnic groups distributed across space?
Why did groups settle into specific regions or 

patterns? 
How is an ethnic group tied to a particular place 

(other than current location)? 
How do connections to other groups and/or 

isolation from other groups fit into spatial 
organization or place?

What is distinct/isolated about this group compared 
to others? 



States—multicultural or unicultural

Components of “culture” that could be 
identified

Does it matter?  
Challenges a government may face or 

may not face in each situation….







Gendered Space—concept 
 Do men and women occupy space differently and if so, why?
 Why are certain places associated with men and other places 

associated with women? 
 World?

 Regional?

 Local?

 Household? 

 How does sexism influence the shape or location of places
 How do movements of men and women differ in a space (say, a 

city)?
 How does gender influence connections between places? 










