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The Big Idea

The Eastern Mediterranean, a region with a dry climate and valuable resources, sits in the middle of three continents.

Main Idea 1:
The Eastern Mediterranean’s physical features include the Bosporus, the Dead Sea, 
rivers, mountains, deserts, and plains.

•A narrow waterway separates Europe from Asia and connects the Black Sea to the Mediterranean Sea.

–Made up of the Dardanelles, the Bosporus, and the Sea of Marmara.
•The Bosporus splits the country of Turkey into two parts.

–Small part in Europe

–Large part in Asia
•The Asian part of Turkey includes the large peninsula called Anatolia.

Rivers and Lakes
•The Jordan River begins in Syria and flows south through Israel and Jordan.

•The river empties into a large lake called the Dead Sea. 

–Only bacteria lives in the lake’s extremely salty water. 

–Its surface is 1,312 feet below sea level—the lowest point on any continent.

Mountains and Plains

•The Pontic Mountains run east–west along the northern edge of Turkey.

•The Taurus Mountains run east–west along the southern edge of Turkey.

•Heading south from Turkey and into Syria lies a narrow plain that the Euphrates River runs through.

•Farther inland lie plateaus, hills, and valleys.

•Two main mountain ridges run north–south. 

Main Idea 2:
The region’s climate is mostly dry with little vegetation.

Climate
•Mostly dry, with variations

– Coastal regions—Mediterranean climate

– Interior Turkey—Steppe climate

•Driest areas are deserts, such as the Syrian Desert that covers much of Syria and Jordan and the Negev Desert that lies in southern Israel.

Vegetation

*Shrubs grow scattered throughout the region’s deserts.

- In other areas, vegetation is plentiful.

*More than 2,800 species of plants thrive in Israel •.

Main Idea 3:
Important natural resources in the Eastern Mediterranean include valuable minerals and the availability of water.

Land and Water

•The limited availability of water limits how land is used. 

•Commercial farms exist where rain or irrigation provides enough water.

•In drier areas, subsistence farming and livestock herding are common.

•In the desert, available water supports a few nomadic herders, but no farming.

Mineral Resources

•The region’s resources include many minerals, including sulfur, mercury, and copper.
•Syria, Jordan, and Israel all produce phosphates—mineral salts that contain the element phosphorus, and are used to make fertilizers.

•This region also produces asphalt—the dark tarlike material used to pave streets.
