CH 8 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY MASTERY WORK

I.  Short Answer

1. What is the United Nations?

2. Explain NATO and the Warsaw Pact.

3.  What happened to the states who joined the Warsaw Pact?

4. Explain the Commonwealth of Nations and the Organization for African Unity.

5. What is the primary purpose of the European Union?

6. What is Al-Qaeda?  Why does Al-Qaeda attack other countries / organizations? 

7. How do states support terrorism?

8. Why did the United States attack Afghanistan?  Be specific.

9. Why did the United States attack Iraq?  Be specific.

10. What are the hostilities between the United States and Iran?  When did they start and how are they now?

II.   Book Questions

Answer 1-5

III.   Reflection Questions

1) When referring to European nations occupying areas around the world, taking over the governments and often brutally suppressing any resistance, why do you think the word "colonialism" is used instead of "invasion?" Explain and elaborate.

2) Using a world map, identify two examples each of the following types of states not referenced in the text: compact, elongated, landlocked, and fragmented. 

3) What are the implications of gerrymandering? Is there any way that voting districts could be divided up that would not result in one group complaining of inappropriate representation?

4) What geographic elements contributed to the development of the United States and Soviet Union/Russia as superpowers, and what geographic elements contribute to the weakness of these two countries?

5) What are the major types of physical and cultural boundaries, and what conflicts can occur between states because of the manner in which boundaries are drawn?

6) Which of the three types of migration factors has been the most important push factor for emigration from Afghanistan during the 1980s?
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