- { 1. People moved out of Africa as
. { the earth’s climates changed.
4 2 People adapted to new envi-

renments by making clothing

and new types of tools.

{ As people migrated around the
" { world they learned to adapt to

new environments.

"~ Key Terms
migrate, p. 36

ice ages, p. 36

land bridge, p. 36
Mesolithic Era, p. 38

| BUILDING BACKGROUND From their beginnings in East Africa,
8 carly humans moved in many directions. Eventually, they lived on

BEN 6.1.2 identify the locations of
human cormunities that populated
the major regions of the world and
describe how humans adapted to a
variety of environmants.
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I YOU were there..,

Your tribe of hunter-gatherers has lived in this place for as long
as anyone can remember. But now there are not enough animals
10 hunt. Whenever you find berries and roots, you have to share
them with people from other tribes. Your leaders think it’s time to
find a new home in the fands far beyond the mountains. But no
one has ever traveled there, and many people are afraid.

How do you feel about moving {0 a new home?

T

almost every continent in the warld. People probably had many
reasons for moving. One reason was a change in the climate.

i’:‘

People Move Out of Africé ,

During the Old Stone Age, climate patterns around the world
changed, transforming the earth’s geography. In response to these
changes, people began to migrate, or move, 10 new places.

The lce Ages

Most scientists believe that about 1.6 million years ago, many
places around the world began to experience long periods of
freezing weather. These freezing times are called the ice ages.
The ice ages ended about 10,000 years ago.

During the ice ages huge sheets of ice covered much of the
earth’s land. These ice sheets were formed from ocean water, leav-
ing ocean levels lower than they are now. Many areas that arenow " .
underwater were dry land then. For example, a narrow body of -
water now separates Asia and North America. But scientists think
that during the ice ages, the ocean level dropped and exposed
a land bridge, a stip of land connecting two continents. Land -
bridges allowed Stone Age peoples to migrate around the world.




» Early humans D
Zayd first left East
Wl Africa about
§ 100,000

years ago. ..

Movement According to the map, which continent
did humans reach last?

{ Migrating into Asia, early :
i humans fanned out
{ across the continent.

Settling New Lands
Scientists agree that migration around the
world took hundreds of thousands of years.
Early hominids, the ancestors of modem
humans, migrated from Africa to Asia as
early as 2 million years ago. From there,
they spread to Southeast Asia and Europe.
Later, humans aiso began to migrate
around the world, and earlier hominids

died out. Lock at the map to see the dates

and routes of early human migration.

Humans began to migrate from East
Africa to southern Africa and southwestern
Asia around 100,000 years ago. From there,
people moved east across southern Asia.
They could then migrate to Australia. Scien-
tists are not sure exactly how the first people
reached Australia. Even though ocean levels
were lower then, there was always open sea
between Asia and Australia.

ARCTIC OCEAN
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{ By 12,000 years
ago, humans
had reached the :
Americas. /j

PACIFIC
OCEAN
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i Passible migration routes
|{dates mprasent approximate
number of years ago)

Glaciers,
arcund 18,000 years ago

E:] Approximate land area
during ice ages

- Present-day shoreline
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Kilometars

From southwestern Asia, humaans also
migrated north into Europe. Geographic
features such as high mountains and cold
temperatures delayed migration northward
info northern Asia. Eventuaily, however,
people from both Europe and southem
Asia moved into that region.

From northern Asia, people moved
into North America. Scientists disagree on
when and how the first people artived in
North America. Most scholars think people
must have crossed a land bridge from Asia
to North America. Once in North America,
these people moved south, following herds
of animals and settling South America. By
9000 BC, humans lived on all continents of
the wotld except Antarctica.

QLI Analyzing How did the ice
ages influence human migration?
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People Adapt to
New Environments

As early people moved to new lands, they
found environments that differed greatly
from those in East Africa. Many places
were much colder and had strange plants
and animals. Early people had to learn to
adapt to their new environments. '

Clothing and Shelter

Although fire helped keep people warm in
very cold areas, people needed more pro-
tection. To keep warm, they learned to sew
animal skins together to make clothing,

In addition to clothing, people needed
shelter to survive. At first they took shelter

'in caves. When they moved to areas with

no caves, they built their own shelters. The
first human-made shelters were called pit
houses. They were pits in the ground with

Later, people began to build homes
above the ground. Some lived in tents
made of animal skins. Others built more
permanent structures of wood, stone, or
clay or other materials. Even bones from
laxge animals such as mammoths were
used in building shelters,

New Tools and Technologies
People also adapted to new environments

- with new types of tools. These tools were

smaller and more complex than tools
from the Old Stone Age. They defmed the
Mesolithic (me-zuh-Li-thik) Era, or the
Middle Stone Age. This period began more
than 10,000 years ago and lasted to about
5,000 years ago in some places.

During the Middle Stone Age, pecple
found new uses for bone and stone tools.
People who lived near water invented
hooks and fishing spears. Other groups

roofs of branches and leaves. invented the bow and arrow.

PGINTS OF VIEW
| Views of Migration
| to the Americas

E  For many years scientists were fairly certain that the
; first Americans came from Asia, following big game
& through an ice-free path in the glaciers.

New discoverigs have challenged
belfefs about the first Americans.  §
Some scientists now are not so sure
the first Americans came along an
ice-free path in the glaciers.

d4There's no reason

#4Doubtless it was a formidable people couldn't have

come along the coast,
skirting fgoing around]
the glaciers just the way
recreational kayakers

[challenging] piace . . . an ice-walled
valley of frigid winds, fierce snows,
angd clinging fogs . . . yet grazing
animals would have entered, and

behind them would have o do today PP
come a rivuiet [stream] ~James Dixon, }
of human hunters.¥¥# quoted In National Geagraphtc, 3

Decesnber 2000 R

~Thomas Canby,

1979, quoted in Kingdoms of Gold,
Kingdoms of Jade tiy Brian M. Fagan

i long-held belief?
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the shelter,

Early peaple used whatever was available to
make shelters. In Central Asia, where wood
was scarce, some eatly people made their
homes from mammoth bones.

Heavy mammoth
bores were used .
as a frame for

In addition to tcols, people devel-
oped new technologies to improve their
lives. For example, some learned to make

canoes by hollowing out logs. They used |

the canoes to travel on rivers and lakes.
They also began to make pottery. The first
pets may also have appeared at this time.
People kept dogs to-help them hunt and
for protection. Developments like these, in
addition to clothing and shelter, allowed
people to adapt to new environments.

READ! @ Finding Main ldeas
What were two ways people adapted to new
environments?

- SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Early people

' adapted to new environments with new
kinds of clothing, shelter, and tools.
In Section 3 you will read about how
Stone Age peoples developed farming.

' The frame was probably
covered with animal hides to
] form a solid roof and walls.

.~

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People [ 612

1. a. Define What is a land bridge?
b. Analyze Why did it take so long for early people to
reach South America? _

2. a. Recall What did people use to make tools in the
Mesolithic Era?
b. Summarize Why did people have to learn to make
clothes and build shelters"

Critical Thinking

3. Sequencing Draw the graphic organizer below. Complete
it to show the order of human migration arcund the world.

W o B [T f— ]
EENg
:

4. Wiustrating How will you iflustrate early migration on
your storyboard? Draw some sketches. How does this
information relate to your ideas from Section 17

[ _1 [
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