TUCKERTON SEAPORT EDUCATION  & INTERPRETATION

LESSON PLAN TITLE:  Battle of Cedar Bridge – December 27, 1782
CORE CURRICULUM STANDARDS: 

CORRELATION TO NJCCS:

Standard 6.2:  All students will know, understand, and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities and roles of a citizen in the nation and in the world.

Standard 3.3:  All students will speak in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content and form for different audiences and purposes.

Standard 8.1:  All students will use computer applications to gather and organize information and to solve problems.

6.4 All students will acquire historical understanding of societal ideas and forces throughout the history of NJ, the US, and the world.

6.6 All students will acquire historical understanding of economic forces, ideas, and institutions throughout the history of NJ, the US, and the world.

6.8 All students will acquire geographical understanding by studying human systems in geography.

6.9 All students will acquire geographical understanding by studying the environment and society.

OBJECTIVE (S): 

1. Students will be able to identify the sides and interests involved in the Engagement at Cedar Bridge Tavern, December 27, 1782.
2. Students will be able to locate the “forgotten town” of Cedar Bridge on Map of New Jersey and main routes of transportation in 1782 and 2006.

3. Students will be able to recognize that history is a story that changes depending on who tells the story and what “side” they represent.
4. Students will begin to appreciate the role of a Tavern in Colonial life.

5. Students will begin to understand the search for historical clues to determine what really happened.

      6.   Optional: Students will begin to understand the division of East Jersey and West Jersey and the dividing lines of Keith and Lawrence Lines.
ANTICIPATORY SET:

       1.  Students have been exposed to the living conditions of the region, sources of income, the sides in the revolutionary war, and local geography.  The discussion of Cedar Bridge should act as a review and role playing of concepts.
MATERIALS:  

1. NJ Map of the American Revolution: 1976.

2. Modern Road Map of Ocean County

       3.  Packet of copies of unpublished materials including: letters to Governor 
Livingston and contradictory newspaper accounts.
4.  Optional – Flags, hats, props for 

6.  power point presentation – 

7. Webb Sites:  
     http://www.doublegv.com/ggv/NJrev.html
http://www.room-304.com/pdf/patriots_loyalists.pdf#search='patriot%
http://www.geocities.com/captjhuddy/
http://www.royalprovincial.com
PREPARATION: 

        1.  Show power point presentation on Cedar Bridge

        2.  Review lesson plans about Bacon, Loyalist/Patriots
BACKGROUND: 
         1.  East and West Jersey and the Keith and Lawrence Lines
              New Jersey originally divided into East and West with a line from Little Egg Harbor Inlet to High Point.  The first attempt to survey in 

3. Cedar Bridge Skirmish

The encounter at Cedar Bridge may be the last documented land engagement of the American Revolution.  After Yorktown, October 17, 1781.

By late December of 1782, the word was out about Bacon’s hideout in Cedar Creek.  Negotiations are known to be progressing in Paris. Tentative terms signed in early 1983 in Paris.  Boats with information take about a month to reach America.  Actual cease fire in New Jersey is April 13, 1783.  Formal peace treaty signed in Paris in September of 1783.

On Christmas Day, Capt. Richard Shreve, with a force of six light horse and 20 infantry, left Burlington and headed towards Manahawkin in search of Bacon.  After a couple of days with no luck, they turned around to head back to Burlington.  As they marched west from Manahawkin, they decided to rest at the Cedar Bridge Tavern.


While doing so, Bacon and his men arrived and barricaded the bridge.  Heavy fire from Bacon’s men killed one man and wounded several horses.  The troops were driven back, and Shreve’s uncle, Benjamin Shreve, who had led the fight, managed to escape into the woods in a hail of musket fire.


Meanwhile, Capt. Richard Shreve had gathered his infantry and began a full-scale attack on the bridge.


The Patriots were winning the battle, when some of the local residents of Cedar Bridge, loyal to Bacon, joined the battle.  Shreve’s men had to stop their attack on Bacon to beat back the locals, giving Bacon the opportunity to run into the woods.


The locals surrendered to the militia, and according to accounts, several of them were taken prisoner and brought back to Burlington to be tried. 

4. Cedar Bridge Tavern (c. 1740) is built at the crossroads of the old road to Tuckerton and the new road to Manahawkin.  Town includes 2 taverns, saw mill, and many homes and businesses.  The Tavern still stands today as a private residence.  The Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders is in the final stages of purchasing the building to preserve and interpret.  Taverns are the focal point of news and entertainment.  People rented a space in a bed – maybe five individuals who do not know each other share the same bed.  Most travelers would not bath regularly (once a year or month). They would smell pretty bad.
Two types of Taverns:  Teamster and Regular.  

WARM UP:


1.  Brainstorm with students on why a town would be settled, grow, and then become forgotten.  Show the 1976 map of Colonial New Jersey and compare to a new map of the same area.
ACTIVITIES:

(1) Divide Class into 3 categories – fans of Eagles/Giants/Jets without indicating

      purpose of making groups

(2) Designate groups into three categories: Loyalists, Patriots, & residents of Cedar Bridge:  each group to select leader (Captain John Bacon – loyalist, Captain Richard Shreves – Burlington Militia, and Tavern Keeper for towns people).  

(3) Option:  have students who favor another team or no team represent Quakers.  
(4) Have groups make pennants and signs for each team

(5) Designate reporter for each team
(6) Have groups work independently to stage the “battle” from the perspective of their team. 
(7) Allow each team to demonstrate “battle” from the perspective of their team.

Teams will take turns explaining the dynamics of the encounter.  Members of the team will use signs and pennants (can use flags if available).  
CLOSURE: (a wrap up to make sure kids ‘get it’)

(1) Divide into working groups “Teams”
(2) Walk-through battle in slow motion (theatrical: looking for bacon, surprise at Tavern)

       (3)  Have each student write a brief news story about the incident from the perspective of their team, (extra credit) write a news report from the other point of view.
VOCABULARY

Patriot, Loyalist, Revolutionary War, skirmish, battle, allegiance, Tavern, Militia

Resources:

Beck, Father Charles.  More Forgotten Towns of New Jersey Pinelands.
Farner, Thomas P.   Fighting to be Heard: New Jersey in History.

Unpublished documents for Cedar Bridge

Power Point Presentation

HABS Report - 1938
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