
 

AP  WORLD  HISTORY  SUMMER  ASSIGNMENT 
 

Welcome to AP World History!  You are about to embark on a challenging, but enlightening journey which will 
better prepare you for all future AP courses and college.  The summer assignment is a requirement of AP World 
History and is designed to build your fundamental knowledge of World History, laying the foundation for the first 
unit and subsequent material covered during the course of the year.  Students who do not complete a summer 
assignment will not be permitted to stay in the course. 
 
For many of you, this is your first AP class. To be successful, you will need to stay focused and work hard. You should 
be prepared to spend at least four to six hours a week outside of class on AP World History during the school 
year. If this does not seem realistic for your schedule, then you may want to reconsider taking an AP course.  The 
summer assignment is designed to prepare you for the AP World History course through geography and vocabulary.  
These WILL NOT be taught in class so it is up to you to START class KNOWING this information.  
 
The Summer Assignment consists of the two parts: 

 
1. Geography 

• You will be completing three maps in order to bodies of water, mountains, and deserts, as well as learn 
AP World Regions. Colored pencils will be useful for this assignment.   
 

2. Vocabulary  
• Use the internet to define the word commonly used in AP World History.   

 
The summer assignment is due on the first day of school 

August 10, 2020 
 

This assignment is the first 200 points of the course!!! 
 

You should expect a quiz on all parts of the summer assignment during the first week of school.  Be 
prepared!!!! 

 
If you have any questions, please email me – lkelly2@rialto.k12.ca.us  You may also sign up for Remind by texting 
@kellyapwh to 81010 or going to remind.com/join/kellyapwh.  This will give you the ability to chat with me 
throughout the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

AP World History Summer Assignment #1 – Geography* (100 points) 
 

Neatly label the world maps with the land and water features listed below in the color indicated in parentheses.  
Print neatly and make sure your maps are easy to read. 
 
Map #1:  AP World Regions (33 points)  
 
Refer to AP World History Regions map (attached and it can be Googled).  Using the world map provided in this 
packet, draw and label the AP Regions based on the “closer view”.  You may color it if you would like but that is 
not a requirement.  However, please use a color or striping to indicated regions that overlap. 
 
Map #2:  Bodies of Water and River (33 points)  
 

 Oceans, Seas, Bay, Lakes (color them blue)  Rivers (draw them in blue) 
1. Atlantic Ocean      1.  Nile River 
2. Pacific Ocean       2.  Tigris  
3. Indian Ocean       3.  Euphrates 
4. Arctic Ocean       4.  Amazon River 
5. North Sea       5.  Mississippi River 
6. Baltic Sea       6.  Rio Grande River 
7. English Channel      7.  Indus River 
8. Norwegian Sea      8.  Yellow River (Huang He) 
9. Barents Sea       9.  Yangtze River 
10. Mediterranean Sea      10.  Ganges River   
11. Adriatic Sea       11.  Irrawaddy River 
12. Aegean Sea       12.  Mekong River 
13. Black Sea       13.  Congo River 
14. Caspian Sea       14.  Danube River 
15. Great Lakes 
16. Red Sea 
17. Persian Gulf  
18. Arabian Sea 
19. Bay of Bengal  
20. South China Sea 
21. East China Sea 
22. Yellow Sea 
23.  Sea of Japan 

 
Map #3:  Mountains and Deserts (33 points)  
 
Mountains (Brown) 

1. Alaska Range 
2. Rocky Mountains 
3. Appalachian Mountains  
4. Andes Mountains 
5. Alps 
6. Atlas Mountains 
7. Ural Mountains 
8. Hindu Kush 
9. Himalaya Mountains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desert (Yellow) 
1. Gobi Desert 
2. Kalahari Desert 
3. Sahara Desert 
4. Thar Desert 
5. Sierra Madre Desert 
6. Mojave Desert 
7. Namib Desert 
8. Syrian Desert 



 



 

 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP World History:  World Regions – A Closer Look 



 

AP World History Summer Assignment #2—Vocabulary (100 points)  

Below you will find a chart of vocabulary words that will be repeated over and over during the course.  These 
words will apply to many different cultures throughout history.  It is important that you become familiar with the 
words and their meanings.  Your definitions should be hand-written  in complete sentences that thoroughly 
explain the word as it relates to world history. The following is a great website to help with this task: 
http://www.babylon.com/define/52/History-Dictionary.html  
 

Absolutism 
 
Agriculture 
 
Aristocracy 
 
Bias 
 
Bureaucracy 
 
Chiefdom 
 
City-State 
 
Civilization 
 
Commercial 
 
Culture 
 
Demography 
 
Divination 
 
Dynasty 
 
Economic 
 
Empire 
 
Epidemic 
 
 
 

Forager 
 
Globalization 
 
Indentured Servant 
 
Industrial 
 
Interregional 
 
Kingdom 
 
Medieval 
 
Merchant 
 
Monotheism 
 
Nation 
 
Neolithic 
 
Nobility 
 
Nomad 
 
Ocean 
 
Pandemic 
 
Papacy 
 
 
 

Pastoral 
 
Patriarchal 
 
Periodization 
 
Polytheism 
 
Prehistoric 
 
Primary Source 
 
Revolution 
 
Rural 
 
Scribe 
 

Secondary Source 
 
Serf 
 
Shaman 
 
Slave 
 
State 
 
Steppes 
 
Urban 
 


