8th Grade Global Studies

Mrs. Palm

Course Description:  Grade eight social studies students will explore geography and contemporary world history. Students in Global Studies explore the regions of the world using geographic information from print and electronic sources. Students will analyze important trends in the modern world such as demographic change, shifting trade patterns, and intensified cultural interactions due to globalization. Students participate in civic discussion on contemporary issues, conduct historical inquiry and study events over the last half-century that have shaped today’s world. 

Global Studies will be centered on the new 2011 Minnesota Grade 8 Social Studies Standards, as well as the 2012 National Geography Standards.  Grade eight features geography as the lead discipline with a strong secondary emphasis on contemporary world history. We will focus on the Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, as well as the Information and Technology Literacy Standards as we explore the world around us.
The learning platform will be using a rigorous and engaging geography curriculum set in the zombie apocalypse!  Zombie-Based Learning is a rigorous curriculum These standards combine geographic knowledge with deep concepts of geographical thinking. Students will be assessed on their work and performance in meeting these standards and completing projects. These assessments will give a more authentic view of a student’s ability to apply their learning.
In addition to being rigorous, Zombie-Based Learning is designed to be engaging. Students will create projects to show how they would use geographical skills to show how they would survive the zombie outbreak and rebuild society. They are encouraged to use creativity in these projects and express their ideas.  

Even though zombies are used to help get kids interested, this curriculum is entirely appropriate for middle school. It was designed by a middle school teacher for middle school students. This curriculum is rated appropriate for ages 9 and up. This is about giving students an exciting context for their work, not about scaring them with gruesome images. Many schools as well as national education and geography organizations have show their support and enthusiasm for these lessons. 
I’m excited for our upcoming projects. I know it will not only be fun and educational, but also engaging and memorable.  If you should have any questions about our upcoming projects, please contact me. 
Materials (to be brought each day):
-ear buds for listening to videos on laptops

-pencils, grading pens
-notebook/folder
-daily planner

-reading book
Course Format:

Schoology– online learning platform 
Academic Expectations:
Students are expected to complete all assignments and projects on time.  Some assignments will be uploaded and submitted through Schoology  Some examples of the types of assignments students can expect: discussion forums, reflection journals, chats, vocabulary/glossary, mind and concept maps, Venn diagrams, videos, interactive maps and websites, group work and participation, and projects. 
In addition to their social studies assignments, students are expected to read every night for 30-60 minutes.  Reading should be a part of students’ daily routine. 

Grading:
All grading will be done using total points, in other words, nothing is weighted per se.  Students will be assessed on their work and performance in meeting these standards and completing projects. These assessments will give a more authentic view of a student’s ability to apply their learning.
Absences:  Students can work on the assignments from home through Schoology if at all possible. Students will be given two days after each absence for make-up work.  Students and parents can log into the homework calendar to see deadlines of assignments and projects.
Discipline Procedures:

If a student chooses to not meet the classroom expectations, a series of steps will be started in order to correct the inconvenience.  We will be following the PBIS program that the 5-8 school uses.  Refer to the student handbook for more detailed information. 

Frequently Asked Questions:

Is there a textbook?
No. Think of the course resources as your text. There are text pages, videos, links and occasionally PDF files that provide the content for the course through this Moodle course.

In the case of student activities, those same resources are embedded. This makes the text infinitely more usable since students can perform searches in it, copy/paste, click on links, etc. 
Is this an online course?
No. The materials included in this Schoology course will be used in a wide variety of settings from face-to-face, synchronous instruction, to allowing students to work at their own pace and will to include other materials and resources in an effective and efficient manner. 

With this being a Schoology course, students can access what they need from anywhere at any time.  Every effort will be made to provide ample time at school for Internet access to this course; however, students will find it beneficial to access this course and assignments at home.  If students do not have Internet access available outside of school, some materials can be printed; however, many of the resources that include videos, interactive maps and websites would be excluded.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.  Thanks and I look forward to working with students and parents this year!

Mrs. Palm—Room 209
School: (507) 356-2488 ext. 209

Email:  cpalm@pineisland.k12.mn.us
School Website:  www.pineisland.k12.mn.us
Mrs. Palm’s Website: http://pineisland.ss8.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=242366&pageId=1456991
Global Studies Schoology: https://pi255.schoology.com/page/309398890
“The more you read, the more things you know.  The more things you learn, the more places you’ll go!”  Dr. Seuss
