Mrs. Reavis

6th Grade Western Hemisphere ~ Syllabus
Email:  Angie.Reavis@matsuk12.us
Website:  http://www.matsuk12.us/reavis  ~ Weekly lesson plans and assignments will be posted here.

6th Grade Western Hemisphere Course Description and Outline:  
Geography is the study of the spatial patterns of the human and physical dimensions of the world.  Students will explore how these spatial patterns form, change over time, and relate to one another throughout various regions.  Students will examine the cultural, political and economic developments, physical geography, and population distributions for the Western Hemisphere.  We will explore the different countries and their development through the Five Themes of Geography. 
Class Expectations

The successful student will …

· Be in their assigned seat and ready to begin class when it starts.

· Complete planner with the daily agenda and attempt to complete the bell assignment in the first 5 minutes.

· Come prepared with required class materials including homework.

· Follow directions the first time they are given, and ask questions if they do not understand.

· Complete assignments on time.

Materials needed for this class

	· One – 1” three ring binder with 3 dividers

1) Notes 2) Graded Work 3) Other
· Composition notebook (to keep/use in class)
· College OR wide ruled notebook paper

· Novel to read in class (e-readers are acceptable)
	· Pencil pouch with #2 pencils, colored pencils, highlighter, blue/black & red pens, erasers and a handheld pencil sharpener (optional)


NOTE:  Planner will be provided by RJSH for 6th graders only

Textbook
Students will be taught using World Studies Western Hemisphere, Prentice Hall 
Units of Study
Skills and topics listed below will be examined during the study of continents and countries of the Western Hemisphere.

· Map skills, geographic tools


· Physical Features 

· Earth’s Processes/Forces Shaping Earth
· Climate, Weather, Vegetation
· Natural Resources, Land Use, and Human Impact
· History

· Population

· Culture

· Political and Economic Systems

Teaching Methods
· Lectures and discussions



· Textbook assignments

· Cooperative learning / peer tutoring

· Quizzes and assessments

· Research

· Teacher-made materials

· Technology-based activities

· Hands-on activities

· Projects

Behavior Expectations / Citizenship

We will be creating and signing a social contract (following the principles of Capturing Kids’ Hearts) which will be the foundation for classroom climate and behavior.  Students will be provided with a “Weekly Assignment Calendar” at the beginning of each week.  At the end of each week students will self-evaluate at the bottom of the calendar for their weekly citizenship grade which will appear on i-Parent.
CHAMPS
Sometimes it’s hard to know sometimes what is expected of you in different classrooms.  CHAMPS will help students to know what’s expected of them in this class and that these expectations change depending on the activity.

C – Conversation – When can you talk?  How loud can you talk?  What can you talk about?

H – Help – How do you get help from Mrs. Reavis?  Can you get help from a classmate?

A – Activity – What exactly are we doing?  Is this a teacher-led lesson, bell work, or group work?

M – Movement – Do you have to stay in your seat?  Are you expected to move around the room? 

P – Participation – What does active and effective participation look like?
S – Success!  I know you can do it!
Following CHAMPs guidelines for the different class activities will help students earn positive student skills/citizen points for your grades, show you are taking responsibility for your learning, and show you are promoting learning for others.

Getting students’ attention
· I will use a specific verbal announcement and hand signal to indicate when students need to SLANT.  This will help individuals be aware of what is going on and if they need to help others notice the signal.

SLANT:

Most often, effective participation looks like this:

S – Sit up.

L – Lean forward and listen.

A – Ask or answer questions.

N – Nod and/or take Notes.

T – Track the teacher or presenter.

Daily Assignments

* * * Assignments will be posted weekly on my webpage, matsuk12.us/reavis
As you enter class each day, your Bell Work will be on the board.  Be actively following the instructions by the tardy bell.   You are expected to write the assignment for the day and any homework in your planner.
Turning in Assignments
· I will collect completed homework from you after taking attendance each day.  Have your completed work with the proper heading on your desk during Bell Work.
Graded Assignments
· Graded work will be returned to you daily or weekly.
Progress Reports
· I will hand out grade / progress reports at the beginning of every other week for each class period. You will have time at the beginning or end of each class to review the reports and speak with the teacher about your grade.
How to find out about missing work
· Anytime you are absent you will need to see me regarding missing work.  You may also visit:  matsuk12.us/reavis for 24-hour access to all Weekly Assignment Calendars and homework pages.  This is your responsibility.
Criteria for credit on all work
1) Pencil is preferred, blue or black pen will be accepted.  

2) Label all papers in cursive on the top line outside the left margin of your paper.
a. First Name & Last Name

b. Date & class period
c. Assignment – (page & problems)
3) Please write legibly.  Others must be able to read your writing. 

4) Always answer questions using complete sentences, restating the question in your answer.
5) Keep paper neat, clean, and doodle free.

6) Show effort to accomplish the task.  Persevere!      Try, try, and try again.
7) Complete assignments on time to receive full credit.

Grading Policy
· Summative (70%) Designed to provide information about a student’s achievement at the end of a period of instruction (e.g., tests, exams, final drafts, assignments, projects, performances). 
· Formative (25%) Homework, Bell Work, and classwork (quizzes, initial drafts, and discussions are also included here) – all work that is not completed in class must be taken home, completed, and returned the next class period. 
· Citizenship (5%) Following the CHAMPS chart, being respectful, and giving your best effort.
Make up work Expectations
Students are expected to make up all missing or incomplete work due to absences.  You have the same number of days to make up work as your absence, plus one additional day.  You will need to see me at the beginning or end of class to get missing assignments, or you may visit my webpage matsuk12.us/reavis at your convenience.
Extra help
I am available to help students during my lunch (10:16 a.m. to 10:46 a.m.) and before or after school almost all year.  Students should pre-arrange a time to see me for extra help as I do coach several sports, sponsor activities, and have other assigned duties throughout the year.  

Ending Class
Remember that the bell only indicates the end of class, but I will be the one who dismisses you.  
Disciplinary Referrals
· Level 1 Behavior:  corrected in class; no office referral (usually)
· Information may be shared with the office, even if students are not sent during class.

· Level 2 Behavior:  PCR2 (Positive Coaching, Regulation, and Reflection)
· Student is sent to the office for the remainder of the period and returns to the next class meeting.  PCR2 is used if student behavior is preventing others from learning. 

· Level 3 Behavior:  Direct office referral to principal, assistant principal, or school safety officer.  Direct referrals occur for safety violations, threats to physical safety, and belligerent insubordination.

Mrs. Reavis’ Keys to Success 




Preparation



Responsibility



Integrity



Dedication



Effort
Take PRIDE in what you do!  Never settle for less than your best!!!

I will do my best to stay in frequent contact with you concerning your student’s progress.  Please feel free to contact me at the following number, 864-5442 before or after school, or email me at Angie.Reavis@matsuk12.us 
This document should be placed at the front of your Western Hemisphere Binder.
Receipt of Class Syllabus 

Mrs. Reavis’ 6th Grade Western Hemisphere Class 2016-2017
Redington Sr. Jr/Sr High School 

Student Name (please print): ____________________________________ 

Period: _________________

Parent/guardian, please initial or check each section and sign at the bottom. I have received a copy of Mrs. Reavis’ Syllabus, and I have read each section with my child: 

_____ Teacher contact / website information 

_____ Class Expectations
_____ Materials needed
_____ Textbook / Units of Study / Teaching Methods 

_____ Behavior Expectations / Citizenship
_____ CHAMPS / Getting students’ attention / SLANT
_____ Daily Assignments / Turning in Assignments / Graded Assignments
_____ Progress Reports
_____ How to find out about missing work
_____ Criteria for credit / Grading policy / Make up work Expectations
_____ Extra help / Ending Class
_____ Disciplinary Referrals

_____ Mrs. Reavis’ Keys to Success
Parent signature: ___________________________ Date: _____________ 

Questions for me?

This is your child’s first homework assignment, and it must be signed and returned for them to receive credit.  Thank you for reading & discussing this with your child and returning it to school promptly. 

~ Mrs. Reavis

