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The Real Adventure Begins

5.1

Read the following excerpt from “The Real Adventure Begins” and complete the activity that

follows.
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Chapter 3
The Real Adventure Begins

I said farewell to my beloved mother and the dear Admiral
Benbow, and then joined up with Redruth, the squire’s gamekeeper.
We purchased our seats for the coach to Bristol. It picked us up around
dusk and we arrived in Bristol as the sun was rising like a shimmering
peach above the city.

Squire Trelawney was residing at an inn near the water. Along the
quay lay ships of all sizes and nations. In one, sailors were singing as
they worked in the morning fog that shrouded the quay. In another,
men, high up in the rigging, were hanging by threads that seemed no
sturdier than those of a spider’s web. An overwhelming smell of tar and
salt filled the air. I spotted old sailors with pigtails, and rings in their
ears. It was all new to me, and I was captivated.

We went to see the squire. He was dressed like a naval officer, in a
new suit.

“There you are!” he cried. “The doctor arrived last night. Now our
ship’s company is complete. We'll set sail early in the morning, at first light!”
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The squire handed me a note to carry to Long John Silver. I made
my way along the crowded quay, full of people and loaded carts, until I
found the tavern.

It was brighter and cleaner than I expected. The windows glistened
and the floor was cleanly sanded. The customers were seafaring men
talking loudly and enthusiastically among one another.
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As I was waiting, a man emerged from a side room. I deduced
he must be Long John Silver. His left leg was missing, and he walked
with the aid of a crutch. He managed the crutch with wonderful skill,
hopping about on it like a sprightly bird. Silver was tall and strong, with
a face as big as a ham, yet brimming with intelligence. He whistled
as he moved among the tables and had a merry word or a slap on the
shoulder for each of his guests.

From the first mention of John Silver in the squire’s letter, I had
feared that he might be the very one-legged sailor I had watched out for
at the Admiral Benbow. But one look at the man was enough to convince
me I had nothing to fear. I had seen the captain, I had seen Black Dog,
and I had seen Pew. I thought I knew what a buccaneer looked like, and
they were quite different from this clean and likeable landlord.
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NAME: 5 1 TAKE-HOME
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DATE: CONTINUED

The following words were used in “The Real Adventure Begins.” For each word, pick an
activity and complete the chart below.

shroud Vocabulary Activities
1. Type a definition in your own words.
captivate 2. Provide a synonym (similar meaning).
3. Provide an antonym (opposite meaning).
company 4. Use the word in a sentence.
deduce 5. Provide another word that the word makes you think of and explain why.
(Apple makes me think of bananas because they are both fruits.)
brim 6. Think of an example of the word and type about it. (An example of fruit is
cantaloupe. It is a melon that is white on the outside and orange on the inside.
They are really tasty in the summer.)
Word Activity Activity Response
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