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Paul Bunyan

Even as a baby, Paul Bunyan was mighty big. How big? Well, he was so big that his 18

parents had to use a covered wagon for his cradle. 28

As you might imagine, young Paul Bunyan had a big appetite. He gobbled up five 43
barrels of porridge a day, and his parents had to milk four dozen cows every morning and 60

evening just to keep his baby bottle filled. 68

Paul was so big it caused some problems in the little town in Maine where he grew 85
up. When he sneezed, he blew the birds from Maine to California. When he snored, the 101

neighbors ran out of their houses hollering, “Earthquake! Earthquake!” 110

After that, Paul’s father thought it might be better if Paul didn't sleep in town. He built 127
a cot on a large raft for Paul and floated it off the coast. Paul slept on the raft for a few 149

nights, but the floating cot didn’t work out. When Paul turned over in his sleep, he created 166

gigantic waves that knocked down houses along the coast. 175
Eventually, Paul’s father decided that the East Coast was just too small for Paul 189
Bunyan. The only sensible thing to do was to move out West. So the Bunyan family 205

moved to Minnesota. In those days Minnesota was full of logging camps, sawmills,and 219
lumberjacks. Americans were moving west and “building the country” They had to cut 232
down a lot of trees to make their homes, not to mention their schools, churches, boats, 248

and furniture. 250
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