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Excerpt from “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

Read the excerpt and complete the activity that follows.
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According to custom, Ichabod Crane was boarded and lodged at
the houses of the farmers whose children he taught. He lived with each
family a week at a time. His arrival at a home caused great excitement,

for the ladies thought his taste and accomplishments superior to those
of the rough, country farmers. He had read many books. He was a
perfect master of Cotton Mather’s History of New England Witchcrafft.
He himself was a firm believer in witches. Ichabod would sit in the
schoolhouse after the students had departed, reading old Mather’s book
until dusk. Then, as he made his way back to where he was staying,

every sound of nature encouraged his overexcited imagination.
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He loved to pass long winter evenings with the farmers’ wives as
they sat spinning by the fire. He listened with interest to their tales of
ghosts and goblins—and of the headless horseman. But the cost of the
pleasure in all this was the terror of his walk home. What fearful shapes

and shadows jumped across his
path! How often did he
dread to look over his

shoulder, for fear of
catching a glimpse
of some ghostly
being close
behind him!

Katrina Van
Tassel, the only
child of a rich farmer,
found favor in Ichabod’s
eyes—not merely for her beauty
but for her vast inheritance. Her father was a thriving farmer, and his
barn was filled with the fruits of his labor. Sleek porkers grunted in their
pens. Regiments of turkeys went gobbling through the farmyard. The
teacher’s mouth watered as he pictured every pig roasted with an apple in
its mouth and every turkey wearing a necklace of savory sausages. As he
cast his eyes upon the trees laden with fruit, and considered the obvious
wealth that surrounded him, he became determined to win the affections
of the farmer’s daughter.

However, he was not the only suitor. The most formidable of all
was a local hero known as Brom Bones. He was a burly young fellow,
famous for his horsemanship and always ready for a fight or some
fun. Whenever a crazy prank occurred in the neighborhood, people
whispered that Brom Bones must be at the bottom of it.
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The following words were used in “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” For each word, pick an
activity and complete the chart below.

bewitching Vocabulary Activities
1. Type a definition in your own words.
abound 2. Provide a synonym (similar meaning).
3. Provide an antonym (opposite meaning).
laden .
4. Use the word in a sentence.
suitor 5. Provide another word that the word makes you think of and explain why.
(Apple makes me think of bananas because they are both fruits.)
formidable 6. Think of an example of the word and type about it. (An example of fruit is
cantaloupe. It is a melon that is white on the outside and orange on the
burly inside. They are really tasty in the summer.)
Word Activity Activity Response
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