FLIBLIL RELEASE ~ BY Zu1 /-1t
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS

Palestine - Wheatley School District today announces its policy for providing meals at NQ CHARGE for children served

under the Matinnal School Lunch Program and Schoo! Breskiast Program. Palestine - Wheatley School District
Administration Office has a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.

HOUSEHOLD APPLICATIONS

The housshoid size and income criteria identified below will be used to determing seligibility for free and reduced price Meals
for the Provision 2 Base Year 2017-2018. Children from households whose income is at or below the levels shown are
eligible for free or reduced price meals. All children will be fed at NG CHARGE for 2017-2015 regardless of aligibility
determinations. Federal reimbursement for the next three (3) years will be based on eligibility determinations during this
base year; therefore it is important that an application be refurned to the district.
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Household application forms are being disfributed by the school with a letter informing households of the availability of free
and reduced price meals for their children. Only one application should be submitted for each household. Applications
are also available at the principal's office in each school. To apply for free or reduced price meals, households must
complete the application and retum it to the school.  Applications cannot be approved unless i contains complete
information as desctibed in the instructions provided with the application. Applications may be submitted at any time during
the schoot year as clrcumstances change. The information households provide on the appiication will be used for the
purpose of determining eligibility and verification of data.

Applications may be subject o verification at any fime during the school year by school officiais.

CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY

Children who are members of a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly food stamps, househoid are
categorically eligible for free meals. Schooi officials will determine eligibility for free meals based on documentation
obtained directly from the SNAP office. School officials will notify households of their eligibifity. Households who are
notified of their eligibility but who do not want their children {o receive free meals must contact the school. SNAP
households should complete an application if they are not notified of their eligibility by 08/01/2017.

Househelds with children who are members of cumenily approved Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program {(SNAP)
benefits (formerly food stamps) may submit application with abbreviated information as described in the application
instructions.

Children who are enrolied in Head Start / Even Start programs are categorically eligible for free meals. Contact Lisa
Alidredge at 870-581-3548 with questions regarding Head Start / Even Starf meal benefits.



fd

Ly

Children certitied as migrant, homeless of runaway by the district are categoricatly eligible for free meals. Contact Kristi
Wilson at 870-581-2170 with guestions regarding migrant, homeless or runaway meal benefits.

Foster children who are the legal responsibility of a welfare agency or court are also eligible for benefils regardless of the
income of the household with whom they reside. Eligibility for the foster child is based on the child being the legal
responsibility of welfare agency or court.  An application for a househotd that includes both foster children and non-foster
must be completed for eligibility {o be determined for the non-foster children, Contact Jon Estes af 870-581-2646 with
questions regarding foster children.

Chitdren in househaolds that receive WIC may be eligible for benefits. An application must be completed for determination of
eligibility.

If a household member becomes unemployed during the schoot year, the holsehold may be eligible for free or reduced price
meals PROVIDED that the loss of income causes the household income to be within the eligibility criteria.  An application
should he complated for determination of eligihility benefits,

Under the provisions of the free and reduced price meal ooiicy Tammy Roberts, Assistant Bookkeeper will review
applications and determine eligibility. 870-581-2646.

Parenis or guardians dissatisfled with the ruling of the determining official may wish to discuss the decision with the
determining official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make
a request either to;

Bionds Love Ohild Nulrition Director 870-531%-2646
Hearing Official #hong Number

A household may SUBMIT an application ANYTIME DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR.

Non-discrimination Statement:

in accordance with Federal Gvll nights law and US. Depariment of ;’-\g g NWL \L H:) %‘} civil rights
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Persons with dizsabilities who reguire alternative means
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877-8332, Add* naily, program information rmay be made avaiiable in langu:
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e’:d to U‘ uﬂ and o GJ'“’ i tE ey al information raquested in the form. o
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