
SSS METHOD 
 

All essays need evidence in order to back a claim. When you write about literature, the evidence will be a quote from the 

text. In order to smoothly integrate evidence, you will be using the SSS Method. 
 

Always begin your paragraph with a MAIN IDEA. In a longer essay, the main idea must relate back to your thesis. If 

you are only writing a paragraph, this is basically your thesis.  

 

SPEAKER: Who says the quote, and to whom is it spoken? 

This could be the narrator, a character from a novel, or the author of the work. 

 

SITUATION: What is the context of the quote? 

What is going on in the plot of the novel or why is the author making that point? 

 

QUOTE: This is the evidence from the text that is proving your claim. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Why is the quote important? How does it prove your claim? 

Analyze how the quote proves your claim. This should NEVER be summary of the quote; it explains in further detail how 
the quote proves your point. This is the most important part of the essay because it is what YOU have to say about the 

evidence. 

 

Always end your paragraph with some CONCLUDING STATEMENT that wraps up your paragraph and relates 

back to your main idea. 
 

 

EXAMPLE PARAGRAPH 
Henry David Thoreau believed that preoccupation with insignificant events caused nineteenth-century Americans to 

overlook what is important in life. In Walden, Thoreau told his audience, "Men think that it is essential that the Nation 

have commerce, and export ice, and talk through a telegraph, and ride thirty miles an hour, without a doubt, whether 
they do or not; but whether we should live like baboons or like men, is a little uncertain" (107). The apparent 

preoccupation with external events, with the commerce and business of everyday life, may cause people to focus 
on what they are doing and not to look inward to examine how they are living. Thoreau’s main theme in Walden is 
that people need to live more simply. The important things in life are not the material goods on which most people 
tend to focus. 

 

Complete the SSS chart for this paragraph. 

Main Idea 
 

Speaker 
 

Spoken To 

Situation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote(s) – correctly cited Significance 

Concluding Statement 
 

  



PROMETHEUS SSS ASSIGNMENT 
DIRECTIONS: Read the legend of Prometheus and then answer the question below.  

 

The Creation of Man by Prometheus (by J.M. Hunt) 

Source: http://www.prometheas.org/mythology.html 
Prometheus and Epimetheus were spared imprisonment in Tartarus because they had not fought with their fellow 

Titans during the war with the Olympians. They were given the task of creating man. Prometheus shaped man out of 
mud, and Athena breathed life into his clay figure. 

Prometheus had assigned Epimetheus the task of giving the creatures of the earth their various qualities, such as 

swiftness, cunning, strength, fur, and wings. Unfortunately, by the time he got to man Epimetheus had given all the good 
qualities out and there were none left for man. So Prometheus decided to make man stand upright as the gods did and to 

give him fire. 
Prometheus loved man more than the Olympians, who had banished most of his family to Tartarus. So when Zeus 

decreed that man must present a portion of each animal he scarified to the gods, Prometheus decided to trick Zeus. He 

created two piles, one with the bones wrapped in juicy fat, the other with the good meat hidden in the hide. He then 
bade Zeus to pick. Zeus picked the bones. Since he had given his word, Zeus had to accept this pile as his share for 

future sacrifices. In his anger over the trick, he took fire away from man. However, Prometheus lit a torch from the sun 
and brought it back again to man. Zeus was enraged that man again had fire. He decided to inflict a terrible punishment 

on both man and Prometheus. 
To punish man, Zeus had Hephaestus create a mortal of stunning beauty. The gods gave the mortal many gifts of 

wealth. He then had Hermes give the mortal a deceptive heart and a lying tongue. This creation was Pandora, the first 

woman. A final gift was a jar which Pandora was forbidden to open. Thus completed, Zeus sent Pandora down to 
Epimetheus, who was staying amongst the men. 

Prometheus had warned Epimetheus not to accept gifts from Zeus, but Pandora's beauty was too great and he 
allowed her to stay. Eventually, Pandora's curiosity about the jar she was forbidden to open became intolerable to her. 

She opened the jar and out flew all manner of evils, sorrows, plagues, and misfortunes. However, the bottom of the jar 

held one good thing - hope. 
Zeus was angry at Prometheus for three things: being tricked by the sacrifices, stealing fire for man, and refusing to 

tell Zeus which of Zeus's children would dethrone him. Zeus had his servants, Force and Violence, seize Prometheus, take 
him to the Caucasus Mountains, and chain him to a rock with unbreakable adamantine chains. Here he was tormented 

day and night by a giant eagle tearing at his liver. Zeus gave Prometheus two ways out of this torment. He could tell Zeus 

who the mother of the child that would dethrone him was, or meet two conditions. The first was that an immortal must 
volunteer to die for Prometheus, and the second was that a mortal must kill the eagle and unchain him. Eventually, 

Chiron the Centaur agreed to die for him and Heracles killed the eagle and unbound him. 

 
PROMPT: Using text evidence both from the legend of Prometheus and the novel Frankenstein, explain 

why the subtitle “The Modern Prometheus” is an appropriate subtitle for Frankenstein. 
Use the chart below to take notes to form your paragraph.  

Main Idea 
 

Speaker Spoken To 

Situation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote(s) – correctly cited (Write 
out the quotes you will use.) 

Significance 

Concluding Statement 

Now write out your SSS paragraph. Attach it to the top of this handout. Due tomorrow. 

http://www.prometheas.org/mythology.html

