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	I.
	Course Description:


	This challenging class is designed to explore the science of crime scene analysis with real life application of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. A focus on solving high level problems, crime scene management, fingerprint collection and analysis, forensic anthropology, forensic odontology, forensic pathology, and blood spatter analysis.

	
	
	

	II.
	Course Objectives:
	Students will:

1. Describe responsibilities of various personnel involved in crime scene  

        investigations.

· Explaining how to search, sketch, and record data from a crime scene

2. Explain ways to collect and preserve evidence from a crime 

       scene.

· Distinguishing between physical evidence and witness evidence

· Comparing the three main pattern types that combine to form an individual’s unique fingerprint

· Explaining different methods of latent fingerprint development

· Identifying origins of impressions, including footwear and tire treads

· Describing ways to identify hair, fiber, and blood evidence

3. Distinguish between class and individual characteristics of 

       firearms.

4. Describe presumptive and confirmatory tests.

5. Describe the importance of genetic information to forensics.

· Using the process of gel electrophoresis to identify patterns in DNA

6. Describe the decomposition process.

· Using rigor mortis to determine corpse position

· Identifying decomposition by-products to determine cause of death

· Using entomological life cycles to determine time of death

7. Identify the importance of skeletal remains in forensics.

· Comparing bones and skulls based on age, sex, and race

· Using forensic dentistry to establish identity

 8. Describe general categories of drugs and poisons and their  

        effects on humans.

· Explaining ways poisons are detected at autopsy

9. Use laws of physics to explain forensic evidence.

· Analyzing blood splatter patterns in relation to speed, height, and direction

· Tracking trajectories of collected evidence

10. Describe techniques used to determine the validity of documents.


	
	
	

	III.
	Classroom Expectations:
	1. Always show respect to yourself, your classmates, and your teacher.

2. All gum, candy, food, drinks, electronic devices, etc. should be put  

    away during class.

3. Be prompt. Be prepared. Be responsible. Be organized. Be on task.

4. Bring all needed materials to class.

5. Always follow directions.

*Choosing not to follow these classroom guidelines will result in the following:

1. Student conference

2. Parent notification/conference

3. Before/after school detention

4. Office referral

	
	
	

	IV.
	BJ Grading Policy:
	All grades will be placed into weighted categories, and quarter grades will be computer calculated by the following percentages:

          1. Examinations/quizzes/major projects – 70%

          2. Labs/Homework/Classwork/Daily Participation – 30%

 Your final exam will count 20% toward your semester grade.

	
	
	

	V.
	BJ Make-up Test Policy:
	Tests & quizzes that are missed can be made up on Thursday mornings at 7:30am, Monday & Wednesday after school, and Patriot Path. 

	
	
	

	VI.
	Text and Other Required Reading:
	Forensic Science: An Introduction By Richard Saferstein
Death’s Acres: Inside the Body Farm By Dr. Bill Bass & Jon Jefferson- you will need to purchase this book by TBA in class.

	
	
	

	VII.
	Materials and Supplies Needed:
	Per Individual:

2- 1 ½ inch three ring binders (1 for Classwork & 1 for Projects)    
Black/Blue ink pens & Pencils
Loose leaf paper                         
Per Lab Pair: (Shared Lab Binder w/ Lab Partner)
1- 1½ inch three ring binder           

	
	
	


	18 – WEEK PLAN

	Week 1
	Unit 1: Introduction to Forensic Science


Chapter 1 Introduction
Chapter 2 The Crime Scene

	Week 2
	Unit 1: Introduction to Forensic Science
Chapter 3 Physical Evidence

Chapter 4 Death Investigation- Pathology

	Week 3
	Unit 2: Fingerprints


Chapter 16 Fingerprints

	Week 4
	Unit 2: Fingerprints

Chapter 16 Fingerprints

	Week 5
	Unit 3: Impression Evidence Chapter 17

Forensic Footwear Evidence

Forensic Tire Impression and Tire Track Evidence

Forensic Odontology

	Week 6
	Unit 4: Trace Evidence


Chapter 12 Trace Evidence I: Hairs and Fibers

	Week 7
	Unit 4: Trace Evidence


Chapter 12 Trace Evidence I: Hairs and Fibers

	Week 8
	Unit 5: Entomology

Chapter 4 Death Investigation- Entomology

	Week 9
	Unit 6: Blood


Chapter 9 Forensic Serology

Chapter 11Crime Scene Reconstruction: Bloodstain Pattern Analysis

	Week 10
	Unit 6: Blood


Chapter 9 Forensic Serology

Chapter 11Crime Scene Reconstruction: Bloodstain Pattern Analysis

	Week 11
	Unit 7: Document Analysis

Chapter 18 Document Examination

	Week 12
	Unit 8: Forensic Toxicology


Chapter 6 Drugs

Chapter 7 Forensic Toxicology

	Week 13
	Unit 9: DNA Analysis


Chapter 10 DNA

	Week 14
	Unit 10: Forensic Anthropology


  Chapter 4 Death Investigation- Forensic Anthropology

	Week 15
	Unit 10: Forensic Anthropology


  Chapter 4 Death Investigation- Forensic Anthropology

	Week 16
	Unit 11: Forensic Ballistics


  Chapter 17 Firearm and Tool Mark Examinations

	Week 17
	Crime Scene Project

	Week

18
	Finals


· Dates subject to change.
· Unit Exams will be given at the conclusion of each unit

Parent & Student Notifications 

Please sign up to receive text message reminders for the class through Remind.

   Text: @bmartinfor

   To the following number: 81010

I will not have access to your/student cell number. Please let me know if you have any questions.

You can also follow the class on Twitter @BelindaMartin30. I will post reminders/information here as well.
Concerning electronic devices utilization:

1. Under no circumstances are student devices to be wired to the network or have print capabilities.

2. No flash drives, jump drives, or other USB devices will be allowed.

3. Neither the teacher, nor the school is responsible for broken, stolen, or lost devices.  

4. Devices will be used at the individual discretion of the teacher.  

Note: 

1. The academic misconduct policy of the school will be followed in this course.

2. The attendance policy of the school will be followed for this course.

3. Any student who receives failing grades during this course is urged to discuss this with the teacher immediately.

Syllabus/Class Information

The complete course syllabus, as well as, other important class information can be found on the BJHS website.
https://www.madisoncity.k12.al.us/bjhs
Our Team on the menu bar at the top of the screen
Locate & Select Martin, Belinda
Syllabus can be found under the Syllabus page.

By signing below, I have read and understand the Forensic Science Course Syllabus. I understand that the Forensic Science course may be graphic in nature and that I am expected to participate in all aspects of the course. 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Parent Contact Information: 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________

(Others may be listed at the bottom of this page.)

Internet Access: Students will be given assignments that require internet access. They will be given plenty of time to complete the assignments. Please answer the following questions regarding access outside of school.

Internet access at home: yes/no Other: ____________________________ Print capabilities: yes/no  

Electronic Device(s) Available: 

 _________________________________________________________________________________

Parent & Student Notifications 

Please sign up to receive text message reminders for the class through Remind.

   Text: @bmartinfor

   To the following number: 81010

I will not have access to your/student cell number. Please let me know if you have any questions.

You can also follow the class on Twitter @BelindaMartin30. I will post reminders/information here as well.

Supply List

Per Individual:

2- 1 ½ inch three ring binders (1 for Classwork & 1 for Projects)    

Black/Blue ink pens & Pencils

Loose leaf paper                         

Per Lab Pair: (Shared Lab Binder w/ Lab Partner)
1- 1½ inch three ring binder           
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