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Why Can't | Skip My
20 Minutes of Reading Tonight?

Student “A“ Student “B“ Student “C“
- reads 20 minutes reads 5 minutes reads 1 minute
each day each day each day
3600 minutes in 900 minutes in 180 minutes in
a school year a school year a school year

1,800,000 words

282,000 words

8,000 words

90" percentlle 50" percentile 10" percentile

By the end of 6" grade Student “A™ will have read the
equivalent of 60 whole school days. Student “B™ will
have read only 12 school days. Which student would
you expect to have a better vocabuiary? Which
student would you expect to be more successful in

school...and in life? (Nagy & Herman, 1987)







These handouts were created 10 be handed
out o parents. They can aiso be used as
discussions ponts with parents to give lteracy
tips and tricks. T created them 1o be handed
out durihg o summer readng htervention
program For parents and students. I intended
on using them as a discussion poit for parents
to offer help when working with thet

home on readnyg skills. 7
1 hope these handouts offer
great conversation ond home 4
practice For your students
and parents!
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WHY CAN'T WE SKIF READING TONIGHTT
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DIFFERENT WAYS TO READ WITH JOUR CHILD
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WHAT ARE THE FIVE DOMAINS OF READING?
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READING ALOUD: WHJ SO IMPORTANT?

Wren your chid becomes a rmore fdependent
reader, we often let tm or her read on ther own
ond step readng oloud as oftten Jix
wderstondabie shce we want them to prachee
ma&udoudo'ﬂ:ﬁepcmnﬂybﬁ lt'errm'tuﬂpor

1o remember that readng olowd ts rmportont
chidren of off oges Even adalts eryoy ks fo
books read aloud on tope  Toke turms each night

TEN

2.
3.
423
13

Crocas & Frs WOrd 400 20y F-Am P sorn o

The Alghatel Gorne

foa yor O34 0 WiRpr (e Pri hore. doa.

1 m A= Yr b Syt

:n- G oo ot Forthisady e bo g
I o th aendleY Ao b et

frdiog i sormety G0 BT O Geerr

WATS T0BULD VOCA

BULARYI

§ fYreThr Wit e worn medn neYead
o oo
Poncribe b
Hiw MW WA

10.:

EATED AND TIMED READINGS

anmwnim.mhmmg Whnen you Fc 6 Lodk. your
hadds dowes, Tend B o) tedd It oy Kk B 10 read Ty e Bo%E. o ord e
Bcosae ot they now the wortk, they oy otk to y U 1o BFFerent woy pach
frre Repedted readrgr: hey ki bad o 0 bet e owerg!
Wh‘m&mt.1wywnmmdm-m
m:wﬂﬁmwhomwommiwu

How oy weorsts iivould
ORALREATING ALmCY child be readng 6
Dar! {beoy2 | Doy 3 Doy N Doy e minvte glven umlovd

Erc of Knderporien W
End of F* Geade 4/ woreke
End of 2™ Grade 87 worde
End of 3~ Grode D) word:

Fente[§ Tt

o

WHAT

gang

I

EwN

W QT SIUNE SONGE. O LoShe . Yopethe whik
fohawa o retye Bthrw Ot Ton woys to fm’m Fomiy

b, Peat. reael Beoc!

Wt bomhy Jolors
NIRRT Ord Giphial prind L]
Atk your chilsd abowt whe: £y DOOrE parmiss nd word
""""I peer . A opei, W £ Sty
T FORNG.
Write noles., ¢-naly, berh £ $orvily colarntor. Mol formily
o e 0 soch oliver 8 nmummm
soth 8oy ¢ pown withwilpoals bor each sacsan
bretybap iy s q mmw' or woe
auwwmhﬂv . Rbrwry for weekhy
Lock Sogaitar. Sonch Cruate &ri grajecth lopetwr. Otaploy
ﬂlhhﬂwm&, '0. .

S FAMILY LITERACY?

formby Moy £ how & fervily terocht win Heracy imatenas.
), wordhs, AUt et} Rarady Merpcy Lo bn prochiced
by rentyg bookt bHore badtrie, woithg eozh othe wthey




MAKING IT “STICK "

We lean more From seeg than we do
from ony of our other senses  Lbe
e power of sight to help your ¢hid
lean many dFferent sidis Sthek
{tape) word cords, pcture cors,
awork or other leoneg took 1
visua! places around the house

Use the refrigerator, the battroon
mrTor, O your chiids daor As your
chid passes the cords oround fhe
house, osk about them Howe them
read the words on the fradge, use the
word n o sentence, gve ¢ ward thal
rhyrnes o tel you o story ushg He

inate ord stick B somewhene you know
they wh sec i The note doubles ot o
ireminder ond 6 charce 10 read

bonrt forpal
go.u‘ GLMEHIY
praitee! ALl mt
whatt for ok
t 1

Levt,

+
?
3
i

Ware DTl 07k 6 gredt woy 10 rochue oty
O feren) gonary. OF readng Hery o 1o wird
prvee 1o plyy ol homet!

TEN WORD GRS === 222
ay 6. Snoving

kg o 11 Py Wt 19 Mo T W G WO YOF g Hoa
w3 wouid fa len 1 A I 3 o O e ¥
Wy
Pamoth BOE Worge g
W wire g el bl Jore ¥ 9C your Gy €Yl 6w Mo MR
chi? Hga oy Tedrt B worg Tl 4 gty o Pt ? 1 Wy P
@ AT T gt hare! Yook F Rans g @ Mgt o wren f Coav
Fortn e P TrvE Yy PO T
Hhognehc Ltters Show and Yo
HRE Wl WA T e O T v yoUr B & Wit £r0 6 maree
TN ¢ O gt wrfom {ea L o o woryl Mok o gy W N AT
§ Yo thid T e el e T wore & SR Ry R ¢ aien (oot ©
bt ¥ Ty tor gy B ooyos h
mﬁ}tﬂrrmaﬂ-\ma.m
otk G iiohsy
P wrdcop anen . ta Ao Hoa He-Tat-how-
wour g Rtond  Yher micks: €8 0F T Drow & T1 b Air bord WR GROT
@ YOO DS Wi QRO TRy T o @ Doy BerFory a0 et Ty o
[ d ALY Ped T wrT
uted Gawrr- o
LAYl Wiy T iy A mm
worth. kel pwng b o Lgr e
5 W oors o o b o ov o e lo oo e
ekt e Wiy T L Fwity

e
’W
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5 things kids need before they can sound it out

Many parents are excited 1o Yeach their children to read. When deciding what to teach
first, I imagine that many parents start with what they know-sounding it out.

/C/ lo/ /1/. Coaat. CAT.

Sounding out words is a developmental skill. We can introduce it gently, reintroduce it
later, and provide opportunities for practice when it's finally “clicked.”

But did you know that kids need to know quite o few things about reading before we
should teach them to sound out words?

Concepts of Print

If yours is a reading house, you may find that your children develop concepts of
print without o lot of instruction from you.

s They hold books correctly and turn pages in the right direction.

+ They know that each word on o page represents o spoken word.

» They understand that 1ex1 is read from left to right.

How to develop concepts of print

« Reod to your child often.
+ Introduce books by their title. Sometimes, draw attention to the author and

iflustrator.
« Moake sure some of the books you read have large bold print, and point to the

words as you read,
« Point out signs in your environment {the Cheerios box, and EXIT sign, and the
sign at your grocery store). Help your child see that print is ali around you.

Language and Listening Skills
As you read 1o your children, they'll develop language and listening skills which

they need before they can become readers.

+ They con retell o familior story in their own words.

« They engage with o story as you read to them-asking questions ("Why did he say
that?") and making personal connections ("I wish 7 could have thot much ice
cream!”)

« They can answer simple questions about a story.



3.

How to build language and listening skills

Ask open ended questions as you read. Ask more “why” and “how" questions than
“who" and “what.”

Explain unfamiliar words as you read.

Encourage your children to play pretend.

Letter Knowledge

Obviously, kids need 10 know their alphabet before they're ready to sound out
words.

L]

They recognize both upper and lower case letters. Qbviously if you teach your
child to sound out words with capital letters, he doesn't need 1o know the
lowercase alphabet. Bui since most books are writeen with both upper and
lower case letters, it's helpful if your child can recognize lowercase letters as
well.

They can name each {etter's sound.

How to teach the alphabet

A1 our house we sfart with our kids' names.

We learn the rest of the alphabet by reading alphabet books and by playing o
variety of games,

We also like 10 explore the olphabet letter by letter in many hands-on ways.

. Phonolegical and phonemic awareness

While we're learning the alphabet, we play games and do activities 1o lay a solid
foundation of phonological and phonemic awareness. Sounds like teacher talk,
right? Just remember that these are different from phonics because they are
about LISTENING, net LOQKING. The following statements are true of children
with phonological and phonemic awareness.

»

They can count words

They can count syllables in words.

They con rhyme.

They can put sounds 1ogether to make o word. If you say these sounds to your
child, /1/ and /ish/, can he put them together to moke fish? If you stretch o
word and sey it like this-mooooooon-does your child know the word is moon?



+ They canidentify the first and last sound in a word. This is hot the same thing
as knowing the letter. For example, if you ask your child the first sound in the
word phone, she should be able to answer /f/.

How to promote phonological and phonemic awareness:

+ Give your child a cup with counters. Say a sentence in the normal way and then
recite it very siowly. ("The sky is blue.") Can your child give you a counter for
each word of the senience?

« Teach your child to count syllables by starting with his own name. Then move on
to other familiar words.

» Read rhyming books.

« Play rhyming games.

5. An interest in learning to read
If you're ottempting 1o 1eoch your child to sound out words and one or both of

you are consistently frustrated, it will not end well. It may be that your child
simply isn't ready for this skill (see the points), or it may be that i1's not on her
list of priorities. If children are motivated to learn to read, you can expect the
following to be true:

+ They enjoy being read to.

» They frequently ask you 1o read aloud.

+ They pretend o read.

How to help children get excited to learn to read

+ Let your child see the value if knowing how 1o reed by reading in a variety
of ways in her presence. This might mean reading a recipe, your favorite
magazine, devolional material, or even your e-mail,

o Let your child choose books he loves when you read 1o him - but don't

feel tied 1o books you're bored with,

Adapted from The Measured Mom
Bloo by Anno Griger



Great Ways to Share a Book!

©Make a crossword purgle.

©Read a book that has been made into a movie, or see a
movie and then read the book.

©Rewrite the story as a picture book. Use simple vocabulary,
©Suggest some changes which you think the author might
make in order to improve the book.

©Dress up as one of the characters and tell the story from a
firct person point of view.

©Make & time line to show the sequence of events.

©Prepare & short puppet show to tell the story to someone
who hasn‘t read it. .

©Write a letter to the school librarian telling why she or he
should recommend the book to other students.

©Write a letter recommending the book to a friend or relative
in another city.

©Write a book review for the local newspaper.

OMake a map showing where the story took place.

OWrite a diary form the main character's viewpoint
explaining the main points.

©Make up three different endings to the story,

©Write a letter to & character in the book. (Ask a question,
protest some situation, make a complaint or suggestion...
OMake a travel poster inviting tourists to visit the setting of
the book

©Make 2 poster advertising the book

©Make up & quiz for someone else who has read or is going to
read the book



Reading Games

Refrigerator Magnets- Sentence anhd vocabulary building (maghets and
%S5 Index Cards.)

ARC Bags- Sound / tetter matChing (bags, shapes, and leteers)

Clothespin [Match- MatChing game £or any Skill. Syhonyms, antonyms,
rhymes, parts Of speech (wooden Ciothesping and heavy paper, 5x8 cards,

Or Cardboard) *

Broken Hearts- MatChing game for any sklil. Students Can seif check.
Compound word, upper/iower Case lecters, contractions. (heare shaped

paper and scCissors) *

g£pinners- PracticCe, drill, and review. Sight words, letter idencification
anhd sounds, parts of speech. (sharpened pencCit, papercllp, ahd paper} *

Word Rings- InCrease sight word vocabulary. (3x5 Cards, hole punch, and
rings or Yarn} *

Graphic Qrganizer- Cues o discuss what is happening in & story when
reading together to assist with comprehension. just about anything o
write on. gee swory map)

Treasure Hunt Children read clues on Post-it hotes O |ead them 0 a
surprise. Clues may be written, sequenCe Of events from a Story, Or even
the alphabet. (postit nowes and g surprised *

Making Words- [Jsing letters +0 bulld words. Hetping children find
patterns to concinue to make hew words from. (letcer cards)

Word Cores- Children sore sets of words. This may be as easy as iniclal
sounds or Vowels, and continue 0 parts of speeCh or prefIxfsuffix. (3x5
Cards and sorting space)

*AIS0 Can be great £0r math foCes!

Queshons ?
scipres@alsd. klz.ca.us



Creating Strategic Readers

Comprehension Strategy: Previewing

Previewing motivates the student 1o want to read the text. The student is
able 10 get a sense of what the text is about. Readers will be able to relate to
what they already know and form several opinions aboul what they are
reading. They will liave a better understanding about (he text and what they
would like to Jearn, and anticipate what might happen in the text.

Prompts for Previewing:

*The title makes me think the book will be about. .

*1 have read other books about this author. I think this book will be good
because. ..

*1 noticed that the author...

* What is the significance of the title?

* Are you familiar with the topic of the selection?

* What background information do you know about this text”?

Comprehension Strategy: Predicting

Predicting is a strategy tha helps readers set expectations for reading.
connect early with the text for meaning, and decide what they think will
happen. Predictions can be based on clues in the title, iltustrations, and
details within the text. Afier reading a portion of the text, the reader can
confirm if their prediction is accurate and adjust when needed.

Prompts for Predicting:

*What makes you think —__.. 15 going to happen? Why?

*What do you think the text is going to tell you about? What makes YOu
think 507 What evidence supports your prediction?

*Try (o imagine what js going on in the story.

*Check your predictions to see if you were right.

*Which details or clues from the selection did you use to make your
prediction?



Comprehension Strategy: Questioning

Questioning is a strategy that helps readers 10 review content and 1o relate
what they have learned to what they already know. Asking and generating
questions also help students construct meaning, identify issues and ideas,
enhance understanding, clarify confusion, solve probiems and discover new
information. Asking questions before reading allows readers to have a
purpose for reading and what they want (o learn while reading.

Prompts for Questioning:

*What questions did you have while you were reading this text?

*Where do you find the answers to your questions?

*What differences of opinion between (name two characters) did you
notice?

*Before you start reading, ask three questions that you would like to find out
about the text.

* What information do you hope this text will include?

*How does forming a question about the text help you comprehend 1t?

Comprechension Strategy: Inferring and Drawing Conclusions

Inferring is a strategy that allows the readers to merge their background
knowledge with the text clues and come to a conclusion about an idea or
theme. Drawing conclusions helps readers gather more information and
ideas and understand the writer's point of view.

Prompts for Inferring and Drawing Conclusions:

*] wonder. ..

“What does the author want you 1o realize?

*What clues did the author give that led to your conclusion?

*What detaiis or evidence supports your conclusion?

*What is the story beneath the story?

*Try to read between the lines.

*How do you know that?

*How do you think the character feels?

*How do you combine the clues in the paragraph with what you already
know to draw a conclusion?



Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing

Summarizing is a strategy that helps the reader identify and organize the
essential information found within a text. Students summarize during
reading by putting together information and focusing on the key elements of

what they are reading,
Prompts for Sum marizing:

*What was the focus of the reading selection?

*How could you say this using only a few sentences?

*What clues are within the text features?

" What does the author say?

*What do you think is the main idea of this story? Of this paragraph?
*Which words helped you describe the gist of the story?

Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance

Detenmining Imponance is a strategy that requires the reader 10 distinguish
between what is important and what is merely interesting. The reader needs
to make decisions as to what parts of a text deserve the most attention,
remembering that not all the information presented is of equal value.

Prompts for Determining Importance;

*What is essential?

*How did you know these details were more important than other details?
*What is the author’s message?

*Look carefully at the first and last line of each paragraph.

*Use the margin to make notes.

*Highlight only necessary words and phrases.

*Show in the text what you read that was the most important idea.

*Tell me about some of the important ideas that struck you.



Looking at Nonfiction

Comprehension Strategv: SO3R

Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review (See handout)
Thus strategy supports the learner’s understanding of the structure of
nonfiction reading, including text books.

Procedure:

*Students survey the text for structural clues: titles, summaries, heading,
graphs, charts, pictures, bold words.

*Make a prediction

*Ask a question corresponding to each structural clue (to help students relate
information to what he/she already knows, and to give purpose for the
reading)

! Actually read the text with questions in mind.

*Look away from the text to answer guestions

*Look back to text to complete or verify questions.

Comprehension Strategy: Understanding Parts of

Informational Text

Informational text is not always sequential, and does not always need {o be
read beginning to end. Students need repeated and guided practice to use
these features effectively.

Essential parts:

*Table of Contents-

Allows readers (o map 2 reading sequence

Overview of selections and sub selections

*Captions-

Explain content and ofien draws attention to key information
Provides an example of a point made in the text

*Index-

Provides quick access to a detailed overview

Enables a cross check of information



*Diagrams and Tables-

Visual representation of information

Tables usually have a more than one set of information to compare or
contrast

Key information emphasized

*Glossary-

Mini dictionary to understand topics or terms within the author’s context
Oflen has pronunciation guide and provides quick access to difficult words
*Blurb-

Provides an overview and temps the reader to dip deeper

Relps the reader set a purpose for reading

Unknown Vocabulary Can Effect Comprehension

Comprehension Strategy: Context Clues, Structural Analysis,

Thesaurus (synonvms and antonyms)

Some students are excellent at decoding the words on the page, but academic
Janguage can ofien hinder understanding.

Prompts for determining difficulty;

*Retell paragraph in your own words.
*Mark or “tag” unfamiliar words
"Can you replace that word with a synonym?

Strategies for Assistance:

*Make “casy” resources available

*Read other things aloud to you child (He/she is never 100 old)
*Determine the importance of the unknown word

*Mask the unknown word and practice using context clues
*Mapping ©



Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing and Sensory Imaging

Visualizing allows readers 1o make words on the page of a text real and
concrete. M is also a springboard for memory recall and retention and it
makes reading an active, personal, process.

Prompts for Visualizing:

“Try to imagine the setting

*What pictures came to your mind as you read this page?

*What sensory details did the author use to help you create a picture of the
story in your ming?

*What sounds did you hear as you read?

*Try 10 picture in your mind someone who would remind you of 2 character
in the story.

*Did you create 2 movie in your mind?

‘} can imagine what it is liketo

Strategies for Practicing Visuslization:

*Draw a beginning, middle, end, of a read aloud.

*Create a wordless picture book.

*Act our visuals in a selection. Have props available.

* Ask reader 1o respond to what could be seen, smelled, heard, touched, or

{asied.

Resource:

PRI Creating Strategic Readers: Techniques for Developing Competency in Phonemic
STRATEGN \  Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension

By Valerie Ellery

Published by the International Reading Assoc.
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Survey
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what

Read/Recite/Review

What is the title of the
chaptet?

Is there a chapter summary
at the beginning or end
of the chapter?

What are the main sub-
headings in this chapter?

Are there any grephs,
charts, or pictures?

Are there bold wonrds or
key vocabulary?

What do you think the
chapter will be about?
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