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Understanding By Design

Lesson Plan Format
Title:   The Giver
Subject Matter Emphasis and Level: Reading/Communication Arts 7th Grade 

Author:   Kara Neugebauer
School District:  Wagner
Email:   Kara.Neugebauer@k12.sd.us
Brief Description of the Lesson/Unit:

Using the fantasy novel The Giver, my students will learn to read for enjoyment, learn a variety of reading strategies, discuss ideas with the group, and develop a reading response journal with prompts associated with the literature.

Stage 1:  Identify Desired Results

1. What enduring understandings (goals) are desired?

Students will read for enjoyment.  They will be able to see what types of novels and genres they enjoy and continue to pick out novels they enjoy.

2. What essential questions will guide this unit and focus teaching/learning?

How does the society in The Giver differ from our society today?  

What would our world be like without any bad?  Would life be better if the world had no bad in it at all?  (Get ideas before and after the novel.)  

What would your life be like without color and music?  What role do these things play in your life?

3. What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?

· Indicator 1:  Students are able to apply various reading strategies to comprehend and interpret text.

· 7.R.1.1 Students are able to understand how word choice affects meaning

· Indicator 2: Students are able to evaluate text structures, literary elements, and literary devices within various genres to develop interpretations and form responses.

· 7.R.2.2 Students are able to describe how authors use literary devices to create meaning.

· Indicator 3: Students are able to interpret and respond to diverse works from various cultures and time periods.
4. What prior learning, interests, misconceptions, and conceptual difficulties might be brought to this unit?

· Students may read this novel at a variety of different reading levels and understanding abilities.  Students may not understand the concept of abortion and euthanasia.  

Stage 2:  Determine Acceptable Evidence

1. What evidence will show that students understand?

Performance Tasks:

· Use a model to have the students create their own piece of literature in that genre
· Reading response journals
· Vocabulary flashcards and group work
· Pick out the foreshadowing from a passage and explain it
· Novel folders (journaling, reading guide, essays, etc.) for the students to complete as they read the novel
Other Evidence:

· Periodic reading quizzes

· Folder check

· Classroom discussions
· One-on-one discussions
· Vocabulary quizzes and essays
· Observation with student –to-student discussions
Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

1. What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the desired understandings?

I would like to spend about two and a half weeks (six to seven class periods in the block scheduling setting) reading, discussing, and doing activities for the novel.  

Major Learning Activities: 

· Vocabulary

· Essays

· Journals

· Novel folders/reading guides

· Quizzes

· Writing activities

i. Write a prequel or a sequel to the novel

ii. Create a memory department store

iii. Describe your own utopia

Materials & Resources (technology & print): 

· http://www.nycsd.k12.pa.us/tchr/webquests/giver/
· http://www.d91.k12.id.us/www/eagle/Depart/MediaCen/giver.htm
· http://www.tallmania.com/Giver.html
· http://yennadon.sd42.ca/online/langarts/giver/
Management: 

Outline of chapters, vocabulary and journals:

1. Chapters 1-4 (pages 1-33)

a. Vocabulary ideas 
i. Distraught
ii. Apprehensive
iii. Wheedle
iv. Aptitude
v. Petulantly
vi. Chortled
b. Journal Questions
i. Essential questions for openers
2. Chapters 5-8 (pages 34-64)

a. Vocabulary ideas
i. Relinquish
ii. Meticulous
iii. Rueful
iv. Hasty
v. Indolence
b. Journal Questions
i. (At the end of chapter 8) How would you feel if you were Jonas?
3. Chapters 9-12 (pages 65-96)

a. Vocabulary ideas
i. Alcove
b. Journal Questions
i. Can you imagine living in Jonas’s world?  Not knowing the truth about anything?
ii. Lois Lowry does a good job of describing snow – perceived by someone who has never seen it or felt it before.  Do this in your own words.
iii. Describe color to someone who has never seen it.
4. Chapters 13-16 (pages 97-129)

a. Vocabulary ideas
i. Sparse
ii. Sinuous
iii. Assuage
iv. Distended
v. Ominous
vi. Imploring
vii. Luxuriating
viii. Faltered
ix. Obsolete
b. Journal Questions
i. Based on your personality and talents, which job would others choose for you?  What job would you choose for yourself?
ii. Do you think Jonas’s parents understand love at all?  For each other?  For Jonas and Lily?  
iii. How do you feel about the “arranged marriages” and applying for a spouse?  Why do they want to eliminate love and marriages?  Do you think this would make life easier?  Harder?
iv. Do you sense trouble to come at the end of chapter 16?  (Foreshadowing)
5. Chapters 17-19 (pages 130-151)

a. Vocabulary ideas
i. Weary
ii. Fleeting
iii. Dejected
iv. Luminous
v. Serene
b. Journal questions
i. (At the end of chapter 19) How would you feel at this point if you were Jonas?
6. Chapters 20-23 (pages 152-179)

a. Vocabulary ideas
i. Chastise
ii. Solace
iii. Emphatically
iv. Vigilant
v. Perils
vi. Impeded
b. Journal questions
i. What role does music play in your life?  What would your life be like without it?
ii. Would you want to live in this world?
iii. What emotion do you detect at the end of chapter 22?  Why is this important?
iv. How did Jonas recognize music when he heard it for the first time even though he had never heard it before?
v. Did Jonas succeed?  Support your answer.
Support Services and Special Teacher Notes:

 This unit could easily be adapted for use in the regular scheduled classroom.  The amount of time can be tweaked to incorporate more activities, essays, journals, etc.

Extensions and Adaptation:

Interdisciplinary Options:

· Social Studies teachers: Underground railroad concept (Jonas leaving in the middle of the night to escape)

· Activities, resources, vocabulary, and journaling questions may easily be adapted for other teachers and lesson ideas and time frames.

