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SYLLABUS

Course Description: The course develops basic Spanish speaking, listening, writing and reading skills. Students are exposed to culture, history and geography of countries where the language is spoken. 

Class objectives will be based on the Standards for Foreign Language Learning: 

1. Communication: Students will engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions through writing and speaking. 

2. Cultural: Students will gain knowledge and understanding of Spanish speaking countries. 

3. Connections: Students will reinforce their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language. 

4. Comparison: Students will demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through the comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 

5. Communities: Students will use language both within and beyond the school setting. 

Textbook: 

Buen viaje! 2003 edition

Mandatory Materials: 

1. Notebook (that is solely for this class to take notes)
2. Binder 
3. Writing utensil (Pencils and black or blue pen)

4. Flashcards (for vocabulary for each chapter)
5. Dry erase marker 

Please note: If you are not prepared with the proper materials, you will be penalized: some points will be deducted from your participation grade per item missing during class session. 

Grading: 

· Final exam
 15%



· Chapter Tests/ Quizzes/ presentations   25%
 
 

· Pronunciation      5%   


· Class participation 
25%

 

· Homework
20%
· Projects
10%


 

Grading Scale: 100-98% = A+   97-93= A  92-90= A-      89-88% = B+  87-83 = B  82-80 = B-  
79-78% = C+  77-73=C   72-70 =C- 
69-68% = D+  67-63=D 62-60= D-

59% and    below = F

· Final Exam: There is one final examination at the end of the semester. This final assessment incorporates ALL the knowledge you have gained throughout the entire semester.  There will be reading, writing, speaking, and listening components incorporated in the final. 
· Chapter Tests and Quizzes: Chapter Tests are given at the end of each chapter. Quizzes are given once or twice per week. 
· Course Materials: Basic course materials that must be brought on a daily basis (Binder, writing utensil, and flashcards).  Flashcards are at the end of each chapter to help develop students identify and memorize key vocabulary that is necessary for the course. 
· Class participation: 

              I.         Student’s punctuality

II. Student’s discipline 

III. Verbal and written participation in class activities

IV. Subjective assessment of overall performance on assignments and improvement throughout the semester

Please note: If you are absent (excused absence ONLY), participation points can be made up. Students are expected to arrive on time and be seated and prepared before the bell rings. A tardy will be marked to students who are not in the classroom after the bell rings.  

Tardy Policy

1st tardy = warning

2nd tardy = phone call to parents and teacher consequences 
3rd tardy = referral to Vice Principal 
4th tardy = documentation and teacher consequences
5th tardy = phone call to parents
6th tardy = 2nd referral to Vice Principal 

Please note: After the sixth tardy the discipline will be dealt with by the administration. 
Also, every tardy will lower your daily participation grade by 50%. 

· Homework: Homework will be assigned on a daily basis. It will be due the following class meeting. Late work will be penalized and can be turned in no later than two classes after the assigned class date. After two class days, no late work will be accepted. Late work will be penalized by 50%. 
· Projects: There will be minor and major projects to be completed throughout the semester. Project format will vary depending on the chapter we will be studying. The idea of the projects is to give you freedom to utilize your acquired knowledge in a more personal and creative way. 
Dear Parents or Guardians: 


I would like to welcome you and your son/daughter to my Spanish 1 course.  If you have any questions regarding the above information, please feel free to contact Sr. Ionescu at my email address dionescu@wusd.k12.ca.us.
Sincerely, 

Mr.Ionescu
Please complete and detach the bottom portion of this paper. Thank you! 

I certified that I have read the information presented in the course syllabus. I acknowledge and understand the course requirements set in Spanish 1 level.  For additional questions or concerns I will contact Señorita Hernández.
Student’s name (print) _____________________________________________________

Date: _____________________ Period __________________ School year: 2015
Student’s signature: _______________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s name (print): ______________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s signature: _____________________________________________

Any additional comments: 

