Syllabus
Spanish 1

Ms. Kraus
Course Overview 

Spanish I is designed to be an introductory course to the Spanish language and culture.  During this year, you will practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Spanish. Additionally, you will also complete various projects based on material we study. The course will also increase your knowledge and appreciation of the diverse cultures where Spanish is spoken. 
Learning a language takes time, practice, and diligence; fluency does not happen overnight, nor can it be learned the night before a test. You must continuously participate and practice to get better. It is not reasonable to expect to be at a native-like level of speaking at the end of his year, but the effort that you put forth in this class will lay the groundwork for future success as you continue to improve your Spanish abilities. This class is meant to give you a basic understanding of Spanish language and culture. Have fun and don’t worry; all the concepts you learn this year will be reinforced next year and throughout your studies of Spanish. This is a year to learn the basics and to fall in love with the Spanish language!
Supplies to bring to class EVERY DAY

1 notebook for small assignments and notes

Pencil (with eraser) or pen

Folder 


Study Guide (Apuntes)
Dictionaries


Some students may find it helpful to have a dictionary on hand when working on assignments.  Although many paper dictionaries are available for around $6 or less, www.wordreference.com is my favorite, and it’s free.  Because students will mainly be using words that they already know, and because the textbook comes with a dictionary in the back, it is not necessary to purchase one – although you can if you want to.  

Assignments


Spanish class assignments may come in the form of in-class or take-home worksheets, announcements, or flashcards.  The purpose of daily assignments is to give students an opportunity to practice what they learned in class until they’ve mastered the day’s lesson.  Projects are designed to allow students to learn on their own or with a small group, and many focus on aspects of Hispanic culture.
When are assignments due?


Unless I specify otherwise, daily work handed out one day is due at the beginning of class the next day.  We will correct most of these in class after I check to see that they are completed.  I will accept homework only for the chapter or section we are working on.  For example, once we take the Chapter 1 test and start Chapter 2, I will no longer accept assignments from Chapter 1.    

Written Tests and Quizzes


We will have a test or quiz halfway through each chapter and another one at the end.  Each one contains exactly fifty two-point questions, for a total of 100 points.  If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you will need to schedule a make-up with me within two days of your return except in the case of long-term absences.  Missing tests and quizzes will be entered as a 0 in Skyward until you take them.
Participation and Absences

Spanish is not a subject easily learned by just reading the textbook.  You need to be in class and participate in order to learn best.   I do not give “participation points” because if you are participating you will do well on assignments whereas if you do not pay attention in class you will have a very hard time understanding the assignments and getting good scores.  
Pesos

The local currency of our Spanish classroom is the peso.  Pesos may be earned for exceptional performance during class.  The exchange rate is one peso to one point.  You may use them for any assignment or assessment.  For example, you could turn in three pesos to get three extra points on a quiz.  You may turn in any unused pesos at the end of the quarter for extra credit points.  Pesos are non-transferable and have no cash value.  
Assessment – how you'll be graded.


tests/quizzes – 100 pts. each (about 20 per year)

small projects – 25-40 points each (4-6 per quarter)

large projects 50-200 points each (1-2 per quarter)

daily work – 10-30 points each (written homework, announcements, quizlet)
Grading Scale

A+
100 - 97


A
96 - 93

A-
92 - 90

B+
89 - 87

B
86 - 83 

B-
82 - 80  

C+
79 - 77

C
76 - 73

C-
72 - 70

D+
69 - 67

D
66 - 63

D-
62 - 60   

F
59 and below

In class, please demonstrate positive behavior by following these classroom rules:

1. Pay attention.
2. Know your vocabulary.

3. Do your homework.

4. Respect yourself, your teacher, your classmates, and your building.
Tips to get the most out of your Spanish Class

Practice 15 minutes of Spanish every night even if there is no ‘homework.’ 
Review class notes and put them in their appropriate places. Stay organized! 
Keep up with the assigned work. Do homework! Work on your projects! 
Make vocabulary flashcards to help you memorize. Repeat! Repeat! Repeat! 
Go on-line to the textbook website, www.quizlet.com, or www.studyspanish.com and try exercises about what we are studying. Guess!
Watch Spanish TV and/or hang out with Spanish speaking friends. Listen! 
Try to speak Spanish in public places like restaurants, etc. 
Practice! Practice! Practice! 
Get a tutor or make an appointment with the teacher if needed. Seek help!
Recommended Web Sites


wordreference.com – excellent dictionary with forum


verbix.com – conjugates verbs for you


spanishnewyork.com/spanish-characters.html – how to type Spanish characters


studyspanish.com – has free online exercises for you to practice

univision.com – Spanish language television & entertainment

telemundo.com – Spanish language television & entertainment

teleamazonas.com – watch TV in Spanish, many stations from South America


wwitv.com – guide to TV you can watch online, stations worldwide


cientec.or.cr – educational web site for kids


www.quizlet.com - flash cards to help you practice vocabulary
